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AUDIOBOOKS
Consider the power of the spoken word to make the 
fi rst-year/common reading experience more inclusive

Increase participation in the common reading experience by 
integrating audiobooks into your lesson plans to better engage 
struggling readers or to simply enhance the reading experience. 
In the ever-changing technological landscape, the art of listening 
is an essential component in developing literate, critical thinkers. 

This symbol 
appears in the catalog 
when an unabridged 
audiobook is available. 

Bring Audiobooks into Your Evaluation Process:
Learn more by contacting commonreads@penguinrandomhouse.com. 

Visit our website to 
explore top titles, 
see author videos, 

read book excerpts, 
and fi nd a wealth 

of resources to help 
you create a truly 

amazing experience 
for your students.

CommonReads.com

MONTHLY 
NEWSLETTER

FEATURING NEW BOOKS 
in a variety of themes and 
subjects, our monthly 
Common Reading 
newsletter with our 
unCommon Author video 
series is an excellent way 
to keep up to date with the 
latest releases from 
Penguin Random House.

SIGN UP AT 
PRHHigherEd.com

/subscribe

Our titles are now 
eligible for use 

in your Inclusive 
Access program!

For more information, 
email inclusiveaccess

@prh.com

prhlink.com/
inclusiveaccess

Inclusive 
Access

Daniel changed it to “are excellent 
ways on 8/13 (“FYR26 Int 2nd Draft 
Edits DR 081325.pdf)

Alan changed it back to “is an excellent 
way” on 8/20 (“FYR26 3rd proof AWedit 
82025.pdf)
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2 First-Year & Common Reading  2026

What Students Are Reading
The following titles were among the most frequently selected books from Penguin Random 
House for Common Reads over the last few years. For a much more extensive and detailed 
view of Common Reading adoptions, visit our website, CommonReads.com, and view our 
What Students Will Be Reading: Campus Common Reading Roundup blogpost to look 
at what books were selected by colleges and universities across the country.

The Anthropocene 
Reviewed
John Green

9780525555247

Build the Life You Want
Arthur C. Brooks 

and Oprah Winfrey
9780593545409

Callings
Dave Isay

9780143110071

James 
Percival Everett
9780385550369

The Moth Presents: 
A Point of Beauty

The Moth
9780593139035

Poverty, by America
Matthew Desmond

9780593239933

Solito
Javier Zamora

9780593498088

There There
Tommy Orange
9780525436140

Tomorrow, 
and Tomorrow, 
and Tomorrow
Gabrielle Zevin
9780593466490

Tell Me Who You Are
Winona Guo 

and Priya Vulchi
9780593330173

They Called Us Enemy
George Takei

9781603094504

What the Eyes 
Don’t See

Mona Hanna-Attisha
9780399590856
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Social Media: Instagram: @oelakkad     X: @omarelakkad

On October 25, 2023, after just three weeks of the bombardment of Gaza, 
Omar El Akkad put out a tweet: “One day, when it’s safe, when there’s no 

personal downside to calling a thing what it is, when it’s too late to hold anyone 
accountable, everyone will have always been against this.” This tweet has been 
viewed more than 10 million times. 

This is Omar El Akkad’s nonfi ction debut, his most raw and vulnerable work to 
date, a heartsick breakup letter with the West. It is a brilliant articulation of the 
same breakup we are watching all over the United States, in family rooms, on 
college campuses, on city streets; the consequences of this rupture are just 
beginning. This book is for all the people who want something better than what 
the West has served up.

“[A] bracing memoir and manifesto. . . . With precision and passion, [El Akkad] 
compels readers to close the emotional distance between ‘us’ and ‘them’ and 
to consider the immense suffering of civilians with renewed urgency.”—The 
New York Times

Theme: Social Action 

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-80414-8 | 208 pp. | $28.00

EB: 9780593804155  9780771021800

Also available: American War 9781101973134, 
What Strange Paradise 9781984899248

One Day, Everyone Will Have 
Always Been Against This
Omar El Akkad

Selected for Common Reading at: University of Wisconsin–Madison; Indiana University 
Northwest; University of California, Santa Cruz; West Virginia University

Video: prhlink.com/percivaleverettvideo

A brilliant, action-packed reimagining of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, both 
harrowing and darkly humorous, told from the enslaved Jim’s point of view. 

Brimming with the electrifying humor and lacerating observations that have 
made Everett a literary icon, this brilliant and tender novel radically illuminates 
Jim’s agency, intelligence, and compassion as never before. 

“A masterpiece that will help redefi ne one of the classics of American litera-
ture, while also being a major achievement on its own. . . I almost cannot 
imagine a future where teachers assign The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
without also assigning James alongside it. . . Everett is one of the most, if not 
the most interesting writers working today.”—The Chicago Tribune

“James is funny and horrifying, brilliant and riveting. In telling the story of Jim 
. . . Percival Everett delivers a powerful, necessary corrective to both literature 
and history. I found myself cheering both the writer and his hero. Who should 
read this book? Every single person in the country.”—Ann Patchett

Winner of the 2025 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction
Winner of the National Book Award for Fiction

Theme: African American Voices and Stories 

Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-55036-9 
320 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780385550376

James
Percival Everett

FEATURED TITLES
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Website: paulhawken.com
Social Media: Instagram: @paulhawken 

Carbon is the only element that animates the entirety of the living world. 
Though comprising a tiny fraction of Earth’s composition, our planet is life-

less without it. Yet it is maligned as the driver of climate change, scorned as an 
errant element blamed for the possible demise of civilization.

Paul Hawken looks at the fl ow of life through the lens of carbon. Embracing a 
panoramic view of carbon’s omnipresence, he explores how this ubiquitous and 
essential element extends into every aperture of existence and shapes the 
entire fabric of life. Hawken charts a course across our planetary history, guiding 
us into the realms of plants, animals, insects, fungi, food, and farms to offer a 
new narrative for embracing carbon’s life-giving power and its possibilities for 
the future of human endeavor.

“Paul Hawken invites us to see the connections that bind us to everything else 
on the planet. Carbon is an enormously hopeful book—hopeful about the crea-
tures we live among and about our innate human capacities.”—Elizabeth 
Kolbert, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Sixth Extinction

Theme: Climate Change 

Viking | HC | 978-0-525-42744-5 
256 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780698173293

Also available: Drawdown 9780143130444

Carbon
The Book of Life
Paul Hawken

Despite the undeniable fact that Indigenous communities are among the most 
affected by climate devastation, Indigenous science is nowhere to be found 

in mainstream environmental policy or discourse. And while holistic land, water, 
and forest management practices born from millennia of Indigenous knowledge 
systems have much to teach all of us, Indigenous science has long been ignored, 
otherized, or perceived as “soft”—the product of a systematic, centuries-long 
campaign of racism, colonialism, extractive capitalism, and delegitimization.

Hernandez introduces and contextualizes Indigenous environmental knowl-
edge and proposes a vision of land stewardship that heals rather than displaces, 
that generates rather than destroys. She breaks down the failures of western-
defi ned conservatism and shares alternatives, citing the restoration work of 
urban Indigenous people in Seattle; her family’s fi ght against ecoterrorism in 
Latin America; and holistic land management approaches of Indigenous groups 
across the continent.

“A groundbreaking book that busts existing frameworks about how we think 
about Indigeneity, science, and environmental policy.”—Sandy Grande, Professor 
of Political Science and Native American and Indigenous Studies, University 
of Connecticut

Theme: Native American and Indigenous
Voices and Stories 

North Atlantic Books | TR | 978-1-62317-605-1 
256 pp. | $20.95 / $27.95 Can.

EB: 9781623176068

Fresh Banana Leaves
Healing Indigenous Landscapes through Indigenous Science
Jessica Hernandez

Selected for Common Reading 
at: Regis University

Website: jessicabhernandez.com
Social Media: Instagram: @doctora_nature
X: @doctora_nature

FEATURED TITLES
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Social Media: Instagram: @ferrisjabr   X: @ferrisjabr

One of humanity’s oldest beliefs is that our world is alive. Though once ridi-
culed by some scientists, the idea of Earth as a vast interconnected living 

system has gained acceptance in recent decades. We, and all living things, are 
more than inhabitants of Earth—we are Earth, an outgrowth of its structure and 
an engine of its evolution. Life and its environment have coevolved for billions of 
years, transforming a lump of orbiting rock into a cosmic oasis—a planet that 
breathes, metabolizes, and regulates its climate.

Acclaimed science writer Ferris Jabr reveals a radical new vision of Earth. 
Becoming Earth is an exhilarating journey through the hidden workings of our 
planetary symphony—its players, its instruments, and the music of life that 
emerges—and an invitation to reexamine our place in it. How well we play our part 
will determine what kind of Earth our descendants inherit for millennia to come.

“A glorious paean to our living world.”—Ed Yong, Pulitzer Prize winner and 
bestselling author of An Immense World

Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Science and Technology
An American Library Association Notable Book

Theme: The Natural World 

Random House | TR 
978-0-593-13399-6 | 320 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593133989

Becoming Earth
A Journey Through the Hidden Wonders that Bring Our Planet to Life
Ferris Jabr

Website: michaellewiswrites.com

The government is a vast, complex system that Americans pay for, rebel 
against, rely upon, dismiss, and celebrate. It’s also made up of people, mostly 

unrecognized and uncelebrated, doing work that can be deeply consequential 
and benefi cial to everyone. 

Michael Lewis invited his favorite writers, including Casey Cep, Dave Eggers, 
John Lanchester, Geraldine Brooks, Sarah Vowell, and W. Kamau Bell, to join him 
in fi nding people doing interesting government jobs for the government and 
writing about them. The stories they found are unexpected, riveting, and 
inspiring, including a former coal miner devoted to making mine roofs less likely 
to collapse, saving thousands of lives; an IRS agent straight out of a crime thriller; 
and the manager who made the National Cemetery Administration the best-run 
organization, public or private, in the entire country. Each essay shines a spot-
light on the essential behind-the-scenes work of exemplary federal employees.

“Perhaps never before has there been a book better timed or more urgent.”
—Washington Post

Theme: Leadership 

Riverhead Books | HC | 979-82-17-04780-2 
272 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9798217047819

Who Is Government? 
The Untold Story of Public Service
Edited by Michael Lewis

FEATURED TITLES
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The Moth Presents: A Point of Beauty
True Stories of Holding On and Letting Go
Edited by the creative minds at The Moth

This inspiring and entertaining collection of unforgettable true stories about 
fi nding unexpected beauty in life’s transitions includes selections from 
Lin-Manuel Miranda, Elizabeth Gilbert, Quiara Alegría Hudes, and many more. 
Storytellers from around the world share times they found real beauty in the 
moments when their lives changed forever—for better or for worse.

Carefully selected by the creative minds at The Moth and adapted to the page to 
preserve the raw energy of stories told live, on stage, and without notes, A Point 
of Beauty features voices familiar and new. This collection offers a shared 
message: If we look closely enough, we can fi nd power in strengthening frayed 
bonds but also in having the courage to walk away from things that no longer 
feed our spirit. Through these storytellers’ passion and their hope, they teach us 
all about what’s worth holding on to: our relationships with those we love the 
most, our understanding of ourselves, and—of course—gathering together to 
tell and listen to our stories.

“The entries are soul-stirring and heartbreaking, often simultaneously. This 
collection serves as a testament to the broad scope and profound depth of 
human experience.”—Publishers Weekly

Theme: Inspirational 

Crown | HC | 978-0-593-13903-5 
400 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593139042

Also available: The Moth Presents: All These 
Wonders: True Stories About Facing the Unknown 
9781101904404

Website: themoth.org
Social Media: Instagram: 
@mothstories   X: @TheMoth
Video: prhlink.com/mothvideo

Selected for Common Reading at: Albion 
College; Cuyahoga Community College; 
Maryville University; University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas

Website: adammet.net
Social Media: Instagram: @adamajrbrothers  X: @AdamAJRbrothers
Video: prhlink.com/metvideo

F rom stadium acts to indie singer-songwriters, musicians have pioneered 
ways of sparking passion, building awareness, and catalyzing engagement. 

Now imagine if the causes you care about had the same fervent support as your 
favorite artists.

Adam Met, PhD in human rights law and sustainable development, Columbia 
University professor, and member of the multiplatinum band AJR, gained fi rst-
hand experience growing an audience from the ground up as the band 
progressed from playing in living rooms to selling out arenas. Amplify is a 
playbook for developing passionate supporters (i.e., fans) utilizing the art and 
science of engagement, collaboration, and authentic connection, with tactics 
that will inspire students to carry their message to the world and rally others to 
achieve shared goals. 

Theme: Social Action 

Harmony | HC | 978-0-593-73590-9 
272 pp. | $26.99 / $36.99 Can.

EB: 9780593735916

Amplify
How to Use the Power of Connection 
to Engage, Take Action, and Build a Better World
Adam Met, PhD with Heather Landy

FEATURED TITLES
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Wandering Stars
Tommy Orange

The Pulitzer Prize-fi nalist and author of There There delivers a masterful fol-
low-up to his already classic fi rst novel. Extending his constellation of narra-

tives into the past and future, Tommy Orange traces the legacies of the Sand 
Creek Massacre of 1864 and the Carlisle Indian Industrial School through three 
generations of a family in a story that is by turns shattering and wondrous.

In a novel that is by turns shattering and wondrous, Tommy Orange has conjured 
the ancestors of the family readers fi rst encountered in There There—warriors, 
drunks, outlaws, addicts—asking what it means to be the children and grand-
children of massacre. Wandering Stars is a novel about epigenetic and 
generational trauma that has the force and vision of a modern epic.

“An eloquent indictment of the devastating long-term effects of the massacre, 
dislocation and forced assimilation of Native Americans, [Wandering Stars] is 
also a heartfelt paean to the importance of family and of ancestors’ stories in 
recovering a sense of belonging and identity.”—NPR

Theme: Native American and Indigenous
Voices and Stories 

Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-31144-8 | 336 pp. | $18.00

EB: 9780593318263

Also available: There There 9780525436140

dislocation and forced assimilation of Native Americans, [
also a heartfelt paean to the importance of family and of ancestors’ stories in 
recovering a sense of belonging and identity.”—NPR

Website: jaclynmoyer.com
Video: prhlink.com/Moyer

In 2012, 25-year-old Jackie Moyer—the daughter of a forbidden marriage be-
tween a white American father and a Punjabi American mother—leased 10 

acres of land in Gold Hill, California, and embarked on a career in organic farm-
ing. With a fractured relationship to her heritage, Moyer saw an opportunity for 
repair when she learned of a nearly lost heirloom wheat variety called Sonora.

Sonora wasn’t just an heirloom wheat strain; it was her own cultural heirloom. Its 
history can be traced back to Punjab, the Indian state where Moyer’s own roots 
are planted. In growing the grain on her farm, she began to uncover the multi-
generational story of her family’s resilience.

From California to Punjab, the past to the present, Jackie maps her personal story 
atop the entangled histories of wheat cultivation and the rise of the organic farm-
ing movement. With a passion for dismantling the exploitative big-agriculture 
industry, she examines how the development of high-yielding varieties and chem-
ical fertilizers has harmed our relationship with food, the planet, and each other.

Theme: Family 

Beacon Press | TR | 978-0-8070-1677-0 
336 pp. | $18.95 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780807045312

On Gold Hill
A Personal History of Wheat, Farming, and Family, 
from Punjab to California
Jaclyn Moyer

FEATURED TITLES
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They Called Us Enemy Selected for Common 
Reading at: Bucknell University; California 
State University–Fullerton; California State 
University–San Marcos; CUNY Queensboro 
Community College; Kansas State University; 
San Diego State University; United States Air 
Force Academy; Wilbur Wright College; and 
many more

Website: georgetakei.com
Social Media: X: @Georgetakei
Instagram: @georgehtakei 

George Takei, known as an actor, author, activist, and social media icon, revealed 
a personal truth on October 27, 2005 . . . and it rhymes with Takei. Following 

the phenomenal success of his fi rst graphic memoir, They Called Us Enemy, 
Takei blends historical context with personal narrative in It Rhymes with Takei.  

This memoir explores the intersection of personal and political realms, 
portraying Takei’s journey through LGBTQ+ history, highlighting his determina-
tion to declare his love publicly and legally.

“This uplifting, encouraging, and inspiring narrative powerfully demonstrates 
how Takei’s lifelong experiences led him to be a voice for those who struggle.”
—Booklist (starred review)

Theme: LGBTQIA+ 

Top Shelf Productions | HC | 978-1-60309-574-7 
336 pp. | $29.99 / $39.99 Can.

Also available: They Called Us Enemy 
9781603094504

It Rhymes With Takei
George Takei, Steven Scott, Justin Eisinger

Illustrated by Harmony Becker

One late summer evening in the post-industrial town of East Gladness, 
Connecticut, nineteen-year-old Hai stands on the edge of a bridge in pelting 

rain, ready to jump, when he hears someone shout across the river. The voice 
belongs to Grazina, an elderly widow succumbing to dementia, who convinces 
him to take another path. Bereft and out of options, he quickly becomes her care-
taker. Over the course of the year, the unlikely pair develops a life-altering bond, 
one built on empathy, spiritual reckoning, and heartbreak, with the power to 
transform Hai’s relationship to himself, his family, and a community on the brink.

Following the cycles of history, memory, and time, The Emperor of Gladness
shows the profound ways in which love, labor, and loneliness form the bedrock 
of American life. At its heart is a brave epic about what it means to exist on the 
fringes of society and to reckon with the wounds that haunt our collective soul.

“Epic in its sweep, the novel handles intimacy and love with delicacy and deep 
originality. Hai and Grazina are taken from the margins of American life by 
Ocean Vuong and, by dint of great sympathy and imaginative genius, placed at 
the very center of our world.”—Colm Tóibín, author of Long Island and Brooklyn

Theme: LGBTQIA+

Penguin Press | HC | 978-0-593-83187-8 
416 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593831885

Also available: On Earth We’re Briefl y Gorgeous 
9780525562047

The Emperor of Gladness
Ocean Vuong

Website: oceanvuong.com
Social Media: Instagram: @ocean_vuong

FEATURED TITLES

FYR26 Int 250827a.indd   8 9/3/25   5:25 PM
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MEMOIR & BIOGRAPHY

Hogarth | HC | 978-0-593-73210-6 
208 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593732113

The Quiet Ear
An Investigation of Missing Sound: A Memoir
Raymond Antrobus

The Quiet Ear tells the story of Antrobus’s upbringing at the 
intersection of race and disability. Growing up in East 
London to an English mother and Jamaican father, 
educated in both mainstream and deaf schooling systems, 
Antrobus explores the shame of miscommunication, the 
joy of finding community, and shines a light on deaf 
education.

Theme: Disability

Website: raymondantrobus.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @raymond_antrobus
X: @RaymondAntrobus

Random House | TR 
978-0-593-44880-9 | 352 pp. 
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593448816

Also available: A Little Devil in America: 
In Praise of Black Performance 
9781984801203

There’s Always This Year
On Basketball and Ascension
Hanif Abdurraqib

His lifelong love of basketball leads Abdurraqib into a lyrical, 
historical, and emotionally rich exploration of success, 
excellence, and role models, all of which he expertly weaves 
together with intimate, personal storytelling.

Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for Criticism; Longlisted 
for the National Book Award for Nonfiction and the National Book Critics 
Circle Award for Nonfiction

Theme: African American Voices
and Stories

Website: abdurraqib.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @nifmuhammad
X: @NifMuhammad

Penguin Books | TR 
978-0-593-49130-0 | 304 pp. 
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593491294

Legacy
A Black Physician Reckons with Racism in Medicine
Uché Blackstock, MD

At once a searing indictment of our healthcare system, a 
generational family memoir, and a call to action, Legacy is 
Dr. Uché Blackstock’s odyssey from child to medical 
student to practicing physician—to finally seizing her own 
power as a health equity advocate against the backdrop of 
the pandemic and the Black Lives Matter movement.

Theme: African American Voices
and Stories

Website: ucheblackstock.com
Social Media: X: @uche_blackstock
Video: prhlink.com/Legacy

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Simmons University and 
University of Massachusetts 
Medical School

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-53608-7 
320 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593536094

The Waterbearers
My Mother, My Grandmother, 
and the Women Who Carried Me
Sasha Bonét

A sweeping narrative of the unique beauty and trials of 
Black matriarchy in America that weaves a sharp, tender 
examination of three single Black mothers with stories of 
influential Black women in our culture.

“Bonét tells the whole history of this country through the 
relationships of and between Black mothers and daugh-
ters. It is as intimate and tender as it is vast and stormy. 
Unforgettable.”—Imani Perry, National Book Award-win-
ning author of South to AmericaTheme: African American Voices

and Stories

Website: sashabonet.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @sasha.bonet
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Ballantine Books | HC
978-0-525-61979-6 | 288 pp.
$28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780525619802

Also available: Well-Read Black Girl: 
Finding Our Stories, Discovering 
Ourselves 9780525619772

Gather Me
A Memoir in Praise of the Books That Saved Me
Glory Edim

Glory Edim—founder of Well-Read Black Girl—reflects on 
how books became her refuge and guide through personal 
loss and growth. Through the voices of Black women 
writers, she found healing and community, celebrating 
literature’s power to restore and transform.

“Heartfelt and absorbing . . . Readers who enjoy coming-
of-age memoirs will find much to love.”—Booklist (starred 
review)

Theme: African American Voices
and Stories

Website: gloryedim.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @guidetoglo
X: @guidetoglo

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Aims Community College

Convergent Books | HC 
978-0-593-72836-9 | 272 pp. 
$27.00 / $37.00 Can.

EB: 9780593728376

Also available: I’m Still Here: Black 
Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness
 9781524760854

Full of Myself
Black Womanhood and the Journey to Self-Possession
Austin Channing Brown

Austin Channing Brown explores reclaiming joy, rest, and 
self-worth as a Black woman in a world that demands 
exhaustion. Combining memoir and social insight, she 
invites readers to embrace their full humanity, challenging 
expectations and choosing freedom, wholeness, and 
authenticity as acts of resistance.

“Here we have a spectrum of fullness and peculiar longing 
that is born of rugged honesty and tender care. . . . Exqui-
site work.”—Kiese Laymon, bestselling author of Heavy

Theme: Social Action

Website: austinchanning.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @austinchanning 
X: @austinchanning

Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-54961-5 
272 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780385549622

Becoming Baba
Fatherhood, Faith, and Finding Meaning in America
Aymann Ismail

From Slate staff writer Aymann Ismail comes an exquisite 
memoir about fatherhood, religion, and the search for 
identity in an ever-shifting world.

“Guaranteed to steal your heart, Becoming Baba is a 
profound meditation on what it means to build a self and 
a family in an often unwelcoming land. Ismail has written 
an American Odyssey.”—Junot Díaz, Pulitzer Prize winner 
and author of This Is How You Lose Her

Theme: Arab American Voices
and Stories

Website: aymann.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @aymanndotcom
X: aymanndotcom

Lovely One
A Memoir
Ketanji Brown Jackson

With this unflinching account, Justice Ketanji Brown 
Jackson invites readers into her life and world, tracing her 
family’s ascent from segregation to her confirmation on 
America’s highest court within the span of one generation. 
Through trials and triumphs, Justice Jackson’s journey will 
resonate with dreamers everywhere, especially those who 
nourish outsized ambitions and refuse to be turned aside. 

Theme: Resilience / Perseverance

Random House | HC 
978-0-593-72990-8 | 432 pp. 
$35.00 / $48.00 Can.

EB: 9780593729915

Selected for Common Reading at:
North Carolina A&T State 
University
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Crown | TR | 978-1-9848-2355-7 
336 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9781984823564

Leave Only Footprints
My Acadia-to-Zion Journey Through Every National Park
Conor Knighton

Conor Knighton recounts his journey through every U.S. 
national park after heartbreak. Utilizing humor, insight, 
and adventure, he investigates nature’s beauty, the parks’ 
history, and how the experience reshaped his views on love, 
faith, and connection.

“I am crazy about this book. It’s a delightful sampler plate of 
our national parks, written with charisma and erudition and 
leavened by a healthy dollop of humor.”—Nick Offerman

Theme: The Natural World

Website: conorknighton.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @conorknighton
X: @conorknighton

Selected for Common Reading at: 
University of Mississippi

Melville House | HC 
978-1-68589-093-3 | 288 pp. 
$32.50 / $41.50 Can.

EB: 9781685890940

Starry Field
A Memoir of Lost History
Margaret Juhae Lee

A poignant memoir by journalist Margaret Juhae Lee that 
explores her family’s history during Korea’s colonial era 
and its generational impact across continents.

“This reconstruction of the lives of Lee’s paternal grand-
parents is absorbing as much for what is discovered as for 
what remains undiscoverable. Starry Field reminds us that 
even knowing where we came from won’t tell us where 
we’re going—but it will help along the way.”—Susan Choi, 
National Book Award winning author of Trust Exercise

Theme: Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: margaretjuhaelee.com
Social Media: X: @margaretjuhae

Website: banninglyon.com
Video: prhlink.com/Banning
Social Media: Instagram: @banningwrites

Banning Lyon was an average 15-year-old, living in Dallas, TX. He enjoyed 
skateboarding, listening to punk rock, and even had a part-time job. But in 

January 1987 Banning’s life quickly changed after a school guidance counselor 
falsely believed that he was suicidal after giving away his skateboard. Days later 
he was admitted to a psychiatric hospital, and what he was told would be a two-
week stay turned into 353 days that would change his life forever.

The Chair and The Valley is a raw, gut-wrenching, and amazing story about 
healing from trauma and starting over. It is an exploration of the importance of 
chosen family, the restorative power of nature, and the strength it takes to build 
a new life in the face of fear and doubt.

“Banning Lyon’s deep, dark and beautifully written debut memoir offers a 
brave expose of a corrupt psychiatric hospital chain, a poignant testament to 

the power of human resilience and a lyrical depiction of how nature—and love—
can heal the wounded heart.”—Susan Shapiro, author of The Forgiveness Tour
and American Shield

Theme: Health & Wellbeing 

The Open Field | HC | 978-0-593-65713-3 
384 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593657140

The Chair and the Valley
A Memoir of Trauma, Healing, and the Outdoors
Banning Lyon; Foreword by Jonathan Eig

brave expose of a corrupt psychiatric hospital chain, a poignant testament to 
the power of human resilience and a lyrical depiction of how nature—and love—
can heal the wounded heart.”—Susan Shapiro, author of 
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Catapult | TR | 978-1-64622-301-5 
368 pp. | $17.95 / $24.00 Can.

EB: 9781646221851

My Pisces Heart
A Black Immigrant’s Search for Home 
Across Four Continents
Jennifer Neal

An intimate and incisive memoir that traces the journey of 
a Black, queer woman as she searches the world for a place 
of security and acceptance to call home. An unwavering 
interrogation of colonialism and policy, love and loss, 
hypocrisy and resistance, My Pisces Heart demands 
meaningful conversation about not only the ways in which 
we live with our histories, but also how they live through us. 

Theme: African American Voices
and Stories

Website: orijennofspecies.com

Nancy Paulsen Books | TR 
978-0-593-35447-6 | 320 pp. 
$12.99 / $17.99 Can.

EB: 9780593354469

From Here
A Memoir
Luma Mufleh

The founder of Fugees Family, and a central figure from 
Outcasts United, refugee advocate Luma Mufleh shares her 
own story in this powerful coming-of-age memoir. From her 
youth in Jordan, to her college experience in the United 
States, and the process for seeking political asylum, Mufleh 
writes of her journey to reconcile her identity as a gay Muslim 
woman and a proud Arab-turned-American refugee.

“A poignant glimpse into human imperfections and the 
struggle to find one’s place in the world.”—Kirkus Reviews, 
starred reviewTheme: Immigration & First 

Generation Stories

Website: lumamufleh.org
Social Media: @luma_mufleh
Video: prhlink.com/
lumamuflehvideo

Counterpoint | HC 
978-1-64009-673-8 | 272 pp. | $27.00

EB: 9781640096745

The Migrant Rain 
Falls in Reverse
A Memory of Vietnam
Vinh Nguyen

The Migrant Rain Falls in Reverse takes readers on a 
poignant tour of disappeared refugee camps, abandoned 
family homes, and the lives that could have been. As the 
fiftieth anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War 
approaches, this powerful memoir is timelier and more 
important than ever, illuminating the stories, real and 
imagined, that become buried in the rubble of war.

Theme: Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: vinhnguyen.ca
Social Media: X: @8vinhnguyen

Crown | HC | 978-0-593-44284-5 
320 pp. | $30.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593442852

The Last Sweet Bite
Stories and Recipes of Culinary Heritage Lost and Found
Michael Shaikh

Through personal narratives, on-the-ground reporting, 
and powerful recipes, Michael Shaikh examines how 
conflict transforms food traditions and threatens the 
survival of cherished recipes, highlighting how protecting 
culinary heritage becomes an act of resilience, resistance, 
and cultural survival.

Theme: Food

Website: michaelshaikh.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @milkshaikh
X: @michaelshaikh
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Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-70077-8 
448 pp. | $35.00 / $48.00 Can.

Ginseng Roots
A Memoir
Craig Thompson

From the celebrated author of Blankets and Habibi comes 
a new graphic memoir exploring the class divide, childhood 
labor, family, and our globalized world—all centered on 
Wisconsin’s ginseng farming industry.

“Soulful, funny, and exquisitely drawn. Like Blankets, 
Ginseng Roots is a modern classic: moving, and weirdly 
educational—a gentle yet perspicacious story of global 
politics, capitalism, religion, and life at the edges of all of 
those forces.”—The Guardian

Theme: Social Action

Website: craigthompsonbooks.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @craigthompsonbooks

Riverhead Books | TR 
978-0-593-08798-5 | 320 pp. 
$19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780593087992

The Light We Give
How Sikh Wisdom Can Transform Your Life
Simran Jeet Singh

As a boy growing up in South Texas, Simran Jeet Singh and 
his brothers confronted racism daily. Despite the prejudice 
and hate he faced, this self-described “turban-wearing, 
brown-skinned, beard-loving Sikh” refused to give in to 
negativity. Instead, Singh delved deep into the Sikh teach-
ings that he grew up with and embraced the lessons to 
seek the good in every person and situation and to find 
positive ways to direct his energy. The Light We Give lays 
out how we can learn to integrate ethical living to achieve 
personal happiness and a happier life.

Theme: Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: simranjeetsingh.org
Social Media: Instagram and X: 
@sikhprof 
Video: prhlink.com/simransingh

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Otterbein University 

Random House | TR 
978-0-593-44602-7 | 224 pp. 
$19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780593446010

Up Home
One Girl’s Journey
Ruth J. Simmons

Ruth J. Simmons’s memoir is an inspiring, indelible story of 
the daughter of sharecroppers in East Texas who became 
the first Black president of an Ivy League university—an 
uplifting story of girlhood and the power of family, commu-
nity, and the classroom to transform one young person’s 
life. Up Home is both an origin story set in the segregated 
South and the uplifting chronicle of a girl whose intellect, 
grace, and curiosity guide her as she creates a place for 
herself in the world.

Theme: Coming of Age

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Williams College

Hogarth | TR | 978-0-593-49808-8 
416 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780593498071

Solito
A Memoir
Javier Zamora

A young poet tells the unforgettable story of his harrowing 
migration from El Salvador to the U.S. at the age of nine, 
leaving behind beloved family members to reunite with 
parents he had not seen in years.

Winner of the Christopher Isherwood Prize for Autobiographical Prose 
and the ALA/YALSA Alex Award; Finalist for the PEN/John Kenneth 
Galbraith Award for Nonfiction; Longlisted for the Andrew Carnegie 
Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction and the PEN Open Book Award

Theme: Immigrant
& First-Generation Stories

Website: javierzamora.net
Social Media: 
Instagram: @jzsalvipoet
Video: prhlink.com/
javierzamoravideo

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Fordham University; Rutgers, The 
State University of New Jersey; 
Texas A&M International 
University; University of Colorado 
Boulder; and more
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Talk to Me
Lessons from a Family 
Forged by History
Rich Benjamin
Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-31739-6 
320 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593317402

Source Code
My Beginnings
Bill Gates
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-80158-1 
336 pp. | $30.00
EB: 9780593801598

All the Way to the River
Love, Loss, and Liberation
Elizabeth Gilbert
Riverhead Books | HC 
978-0-593-54098-5 | 400 pp. 
$35.00 / $48.00 Can.
EB: 9780593541005

Life on Delay
Making Peace with a Stutter
John Hendrickson
Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-31283-4 
272 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780593319147

Strong Roots
A Memoir of Food, Family, 
and Ukraine
Olia Hercules
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-53748-0 
288 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593537497

Being Heumann
An Unrepentant Memoir 
of a Disability Rights Activist
Judith Heumann 
with Kristen Joiner
Beacon Press | TR 
978-0-8070-0280-3 | 232 pp. 
$16.99 / $22.99 Can.
EB: 9780807019382

Carry
A Memoir of Survival 
on Stolen Land
Toni Jensen
Ballantine Books | TR 
978-1-9848-2120-1 | 304 pp. 
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9781984821195

Know My Name
A Memoir
Chanel Miller
Penguin Books | TR | 978-0-7352-2372-1 
384 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780735223714

Acceptance
A Memoir
Emi Nietfeld
Penguin Books | TR 
978-0-593-48949-9 | 368 pp. 
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593489482

Born a Crime
Stories from a South African 
Childhood
Trevor Noah
One World | TR | 978-0-399-58819-8 
304 pp. | $20.00
EB: 9780399588181

Made in China
A Memoir of Love and Labor
Anna Qu
Catapult | TR | 978-1-64622-152-3 
224 pp. | $16.95 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9781646220359

They Called Us Enemy
George Takei; Justin Eisinger; 
Steven Scott; Harmony Becker
Top Shelf Productions | TR 
978-1-60309-450-4 | 208 pp. 
$19.99 / $25.99 Can.

Mind and Matter
A Life in Math and Football
John Urschel and Louisa Thomas
Penguin Books | TR 
978-0-7352-2488-9 | 256 pp. 
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780735224872

The View From Down Here
Life as a Young Disabled Woman
Lucy Webster
DK | HC | 978-0-241-61276-7 
208 pp. | $24.99 / $33.99 Can.
EB: 9780744091656

Educated
A Memoir
Tara Westover
Random House | TR 
978-0-399-59052-8 | 368 pp. | $20.00
EB: 9780399590511

Crying in H Mart
A Memoir
Michelle Zauner
Vintage | TR | 978-1-9848-9895-1 
256 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780525657750
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Ten Speed Graphic | TR 
978-0-593-83575-3 | 128 pp. 
$19.99 / $26.99 Can.

EB: 9780593835760

Champion
A Graphic Novel
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Raymond Obstfeld 
Illustrated by Ed Laroche

After a reckless mistake jeopardizes his future, high school 
basketball star Monk Travers must research Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar—not for his sports stats, but his impact off 
the court. What begins as a punishment in this strikingly 
illustrated graphic novel sparks Monk’s unexpected 
journey into purpose and growth.

Theme: Coming of Age

Website: kareemabduljabbar.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @kareemabduljabbar_33
X: @kaj33

One World | TR | 978-0-8129-8381-4 
176 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780679645986

Also available: The Message 
9780593230381

Between the World and Me
Ta-Nehisi Coates

Hailed by Toni Morrison as “required reading,” this profound 
work pivots from the biggest questions about American 
history and ideals to the most intimate concerns of a father 
for his son. Beautifully woven from personal narrative, 
reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged 
reportage, Between the World and Me clearly illuminates 
the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a 
transcendent vision for a way forward.

Winner of the  National Book Award for Nonfi ction and Kirkus Prize for 
Nonfi ction; Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in General Nonfi ction and 
National Book Critics Circle Award for CriticismTheme: African American Voices

and Stories

Website: ta-nehisicoates.com

Selected for Common Reading at: 
New York University; Tulane 
University; University of California, 
Los Angeles; University of Kansas; 
Washington University in St. Louis; 
and over 50 more

Website: kareemabduljabbar.com
Social Media: Instagram: @kareemabduljabbar_33   X: @kaj33

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar examines the activism of people of all ages, ethnicities, 
and socio-economic backgrounds that helped change America, document-

ing events from the Free Speech Movement through the movement for civil 
rights, the fi ght for women’s and LGBTQ rights, and, of course, the protests 
against the Vietnam War. At a time in our history when we are witnessing protests 
across campuses, within the labor movement, and following the killing of George 
Floyd, Abdul-Jabbar reminds us that protests are a lifeblood of our history.

“Here, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar exhibits the retrospective vision of a historian, the 
analytical discipline and clarity of a social scientist, and the passion and compas-
sion of the life-long social change activist that he has been.”—Harry Edwards, 
PhD, Professor Emeritus: Sociology at the University of California, Berkeley

“We All Want to Change the World is an inspiring book that refl ects the inspired 
life and work of the revolutionary author behind its every page.”—Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr., Alphonse Fletcher University Professor, Harvard University

Theme: Leadership 

Crown | HC | 978-0-593-73510-7 
320 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593735114

We All Want to Change the World
My Journey Through Social Justice Movements 
from the 1960s to Today
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Raymond Obstfeld

“We All Want to Change the World
life and work of the revolutionary author behind its every page.”—Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr., Alphonse Fletcher University Professor, Harvard University

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Raymond Obstfeld
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Poverty, by America
Matthew Desmond

In this landmark book, acclaimed sociologist Matthew 
Desmond draws on history, research, and original reporting 
to show how affl uent Americans knowingly and unknow-
ingly keep poor people poor. He presents a “provocative 
and compelling” (NPR) theory of poverty that reframes the 
issue, contextualizes the social and historical forces 
behind it, and presents evidence-based policy solutions to 
reveal the way forward.

Longlisted for the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfi ction

Theme: Social Action

Website: matthewdesmondbooks.com
Social Media: X: @just_shelter
Video: prhlink.com/pbavideo

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Colgate University; Lake Land 
College; Menlo College; University 
of California, Los Angeles David 
Geffen School of Medicine; 
University of Maryland

One World | HC | 978-0-593-24370-1 
400 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593243718

Original Sins
The (Mis)education of Black and Native Children 
and the Construction of American Racism
Eve L. Ewing

By demonstrating that it’s in the DNA of American schools 
to serve as an effective and underacknowledged mecha-
nism maintaining inequality in this country today, Ewing 
makes the case that we need a profound reevaluation of 
what schools are supposed to do, and for whom. This book 
will change the way people understand the place we send 
our children for eight hours a day.

Theme: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Website: eveewing.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @eve.ewing
X: @eveewing

Website: michaelsbrownstein.com; alexmadva.com
Social Media: X: @michaelbrownst4

Changing the world is diffi cult. One reason is that the most important prob-
lems, like climate change, racism, and poverty, are structural. They emerge 

from our collective practices: laws, economies, history, culture, norms, and built 
environments. The dilemma is that there is no way to make structural change 
without individual people making different—more structure-facing—decisions. 
In Somebody Should Do Something, Michael Brownstein, Alex Madva, and Dan-
iel Kelly show us how we can connect our personal choices to structural change 
and why individual choices matter, though not in the way people usually think.

The authors paint a new picture of how social change happens, arguing that our 
most powerful personal choices are those that springboard us into working 
together with others—warehouse worker Chris Smalls’s unionization at Amazon is 
one powerful example. Taking inspiration from the writer Bill McKibben, they stress 
how one “important thing an individual can do is be somewhat less of an individual.”

Somebody Should Do Something pairs stories with science (plus some jokes) to 
help readers recognize their own power, turning resignation about climate 
change and racial injustice into actions that transform the world.

Theme: Inspirational 

The MIT Press | HC | 978-0-262-04978-8 
352 pp. | $32.95 / $43.95 Can.

EB: 9780262383714

Somebody Should Do Something
How Anyone Can Help Create Social Change
Michael Brownstein, Alex Madva, and Daniel Kelly

one powerful example. Taking inspiration from the writer Bill McKibben, they stress 
how one “important thing an individual can do is be somewhat 

Somebody Should Do Something

Crown | TR | 978-0-593-23993-3 
320 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593239926

Also available: Evicted: Poverty and 
Profi t in the American City 
9780553447453
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Crown | HC | 978-0-593-23714-4 
448 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593237151

There Is No Place for Us
Working and Homeless in America
Brian Goldstone

Through the stories of five Atlanta families, this landmark 
work of journalism exposes a new and troubling trend—the 
dramatic rise of the working homeless in cities across 
America. By turns heartbreaking and urgent, There Is No 
Place for Us illuminates the true magnitude, causes, and 
consequences of the new American homelessness.

“An exceptional feat of reporting, full of an immediacy 
that calls to mind Adrian Nicole LeBlanc’s Random Family
and Matthew Desmond’s Evicted.”—The New York Times 
Book ReviewTheme: Social Action

Website: briangoldstone.net
Social Media: 
Instagram: @brian_goldstone
X: @brian_goldstone
Video: prhlink.com/goldstonevideo

Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-70144-7 
320 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593701454

For the Sun After Long Nights
The Story of Iran’s Women-Led Uprising
Fatemeh Jamalpour and Nilo Tabrizy

A moving exploration of the 2022 women-led protests in 
Iran, as told through the interwoven stories of two Iranian 
journalists. 

“It is a beautiful achievement—a tale replete with stunning 
acts of bravery by Iranian women, young and old, and 
suffused with poetry that is exquisitely, defiantly told.”
—Julian Borger, Senior International Correspondent at 
The Guardian

Theme: Social Action

Social Media: X: @ntabrizy 
X: @FJamalpour

Random House | TR 
978-0-593-13485-6 | 304 pp. 
$24.00 / $32.00 Can.

EB: 9780593134863

Also available: River of Fire: On 
Becoming an Activist 9780307389039

Dead Man Walking
Graphic Edition
Sister Helen Prejean; Illustrations by Catherine 
Anyango Grünewald; Script by Rose Vines

In this graphic adaptation of Sister Helen Prejean’s best-
selling memoir, acclaimed artist Catherine Anyango 
Grünewald and writer Rose Vines bring to striking visual life 
the story of a nun who becomes a fierce advocate against 
the death penalty.

“This updated, graphic presentation is yet another way for 
others, hopefully a new generation, to witness the inhu-
mane treatment of those in our prisons.”—John Grisham

Theme: Service & Altruism

Website: sisterhelen.org
Social Media: 
Instagram: @helenprejean
X: @helenprejean

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-53440-3 
272 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593534410

Also available: Losing My Cool 
9780143119623

Summer of Our Discontent
The Age of Certainty and the Demise of Discourse
Thomas Chatterton Williams

An incisive, culturally observant analysis of the evolving 
mores, manners and taboos of social justice (“anti-racist”) 
orthodoxy, which has profoundly influenced how we think 
about diversity and freedom of expression, often with 
complex or paradoxical consequences.

“Thomas Chatterton Williams manages to make moral 
and cultural sense of a profoundly perplexing time. By 
seeing clearly, reflecting honestly, writing with real power 
and style, and beginning from the premise that no faction 
is entirely right or entirely wrong, he offers genuine illumi-
nation.”—Yuval Levin, author of American Covenant

Theme: Social Action

Website: 
thomaschattertonwilliams.com 
Social Media: 
Instagram: @chattertonwilliams 
X: @thomaschattwill
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The New Breadline
Hunger and Hope in 
the Twenty-First Century
Jean-Martin Bauer
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-32168-3 
304 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593321690

Loving Our Own Bones
Disability Wisdom and the 
Spiritual Subversiveness of 
Knowing Ourselves Whole
Julia Watts Belser
Beacon Press | TR | 978-0-8070-1644-2 
288 pp. | $18.95 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780807006764

Shade
The Promise of a Forgotten 
Natural Resource
Sam Bloch
Random House | HC 
978-0-593-24276-6 | 336 pp. 
$32.00 / $42.00 Can.
EB: 9780593242773

Framed
Astonishing True Stories 
of Wrongful Convictions
John Grisham and Jim 
McCloskey
Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-68723-9 
368 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780385550451

Tell Me Who You Are
A Road Map for Cultivating 
Racial Literacy
Winona Guo and Priya Vulchi
Tarcher | TR | 978-0-593-33017-3 
400 pp. | $20.00 / $27.00 Can.
EB: 9780525541134

Bringing Ben Home
A Murder, a Conviction, and the 
Fight to Redeem American Justice
Barbara Bradley Hagerty
Riverhead Books | HC 
978-0-593-42008-9 | 464 pp. 
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593420102

Minor Feelings
An Asian American Reckoning
Cathy Park Hong
One World | TR | 978-1-9848-2038-9 
224 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9781984820372

Good Talk
A Memoir in Conversations
Mira Jacob
One World | TR | 978-0-399-58906-5 
368 pp. | $22.00 / $29.99 Can.
EB: 9780399589058

Black Genius
Essays on an American Legacy
Tre Johnson
Dutton | HC | 978-0-593-18647-3 
320 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593186497

Conditional Citizens
On Belonging in America
Laila Lalami
Vintage | TR | 978-0-525-43604-1 
208 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9781524747176

The Sum of Us
What Racism Costs Everyone and 
How We Can Prosper Together
Heather McGhee
One World | TR | 978-0-525-50958-5 
464 pp. | $21.00 / $28.00 Can.
EB: 9780525509578

Integrated
How American Schools 
Failed Black Children
Noliwe Rooks
Pantheon | HC | 978-0-553-38739-1 
240 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780553387407

His Name Is George Floyd
One Man’s Life and the 
Struggle for Racial Justice
Robert Samuels and 
Toluse Olorunnipa
Penguin Books | TR | 978-0-593-49082-2 
448 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593490624

The Fantasy and 
Necessity of Solidarity
Sarah Schulman
Thesis | HC | 978-0-593-85425-9 
320 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593854266

The Courage of Compassion
A Journey from Judgment 
to Connection
Robin Steinberg; 
contributions by Camilo Ramirez
Optimism Press | HC | 978-0-593-08462-5 
256 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593084632

Just Mercy
A Story of Justice 
and Redemption
Bryan Stevenson
One World | TR | 978-0-8129-8496-5 
384 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780812994537
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Portfolio | HC | 978-0-593-54540-9 
272 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593545416

Build the Life You Want
The Art and Science of Getting Happier
Arthur C. Brooks and Oprah Winfrey

In Build the Life You Want, Arthur C. Brooks and Oprah 
Winfrey invite you to begin a journey toward greater happi-
ness no matter how challenging your circumstances. 
Brooks and Winfrey reveal research-based practices to 
build the four pillars of happiness: family, friendship, work, 
and faith. And along the way, they share hard-earned 
wisdom from their own lives and careers as well as the 
witness of regular people whose lives are joyful despite 
setbacks and hardship.

Theme: Life Skills

Website: arthurbrooks.com
Social Media: X: @arthurbrooks
Video: prhlink.com/arthurbrooksvideo

Selected for Common Reading at: 
University of Mississippi 

Random House | TR 
978-0-593-24392-3 | 320 pp. | $20.00

EB: 9780593243930

Also available: The Power of Habit: 
Why We Do What We Do in Life 
and Business 9780812981605

Supercommunicators
How to Unlock the Secret Language of Connection
Charles Duhigg

Communication is a superpower and the best communi-
cators understand that whenever we speak, we’re actually 
participating in one of three conversations: practical (What’s 
this really about?), emotional (How do we feel?), and social 
(Who are we?). Duhigg shows readers how to recognize 
these three conversations—and teaches us the tips and 
skills we need to navigate them more successfully.

Theme: Conversation 
& Communication

Website: charlesduhigg.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @charlesduhigg
X: @cduhigg
Video: prhlink.com/duhiggvideo

A ll of us can struggle with diffi cult conversations, but we’re often not very 
good at the easy ones either. Though we do it all the time, Harvard professor 

Alison Wood Brooks argues that conversation is one of the most complex, de-
manding, and delicate of all human tasks, rife with possibilities for misinterpre-
tation and misunderstanding. And yet conversations can also be a source of 
great joy, each one offering an opportunity to express who we are and learn who 
others are—to feel connected, loved, and alive.

In Talk, Brooks shows why conversing a little more effectively can make a big differ-
ence in the quality of our close personal relationships as well as our professional 
success. Drawing on the new science of conversation, Brooks distills lessons that 
show how we can better understand, learn from, and delight each other.

“Alison Wood Brooks mines years of data from her studies at Harvard Business 
School, where she has dissected parole hearings, speed dates, sales calls and 
friendly chats to discern the keys to effective communication.”—The New York Times

Theme: Conversation & Communication 

Crown | HC | 978-0-593-44349-1 
336 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593443507

Talk
The Science of Conversation and the Art of Being Ourselves
Alison Wood Brooks

“Alison Wood Brooks mines years of data from her studies at Harvard Business 
School, where she has dissected parole hearings, speed dates, sales calls and 
friendly chats to discern the keys to effective communication.”—

Website: alisonwoodbrooks.com
Social Media: Instagram: @profalisonbrooks
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Avery | HC | 978-0-593-71534-5 
336 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593716762

The Collective Edge
Unlocking the Secret Power of Groups
Colin M. Fisher

The Collective Edge is an accessible, research-backed 
guide to understanding how groups work—and how they 
can work better. Drawing on examples from sports, 
business, and pop culture, group dynamics expert Colin 
Fisher shows how structure, not just motivation, shapes 
effective teams. The book offers students practical tools 
for collaboration, leadership, and community-building 
that will help them thrive in group settings both in college 
and beyond.

Theme: Conversation 
& Communication

Website: colinmfi sher.com
Social Media: X: @ColinMFisher

Tarcher | HC | 978-0-593-71872-8 
304 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593718964

The Next Conversation
Argue Less, Talk More
Je� erson Fisher

Trial lawyer Jefferson Fisher has gained millions of 
followers through short, simple, practical videos teaching 
people how to argue less and talk more. Whether it’s 
handling a heated conversation, dealing with a diffi cult 
personality, or standing your ground with confi dence, his 
actionable teachings have helped countless people 
navigate life’s toughest situations. Now for the fi rst time, 
Fisher has distilled his three-part communication system 
that can easily be applied to any situation.

Theme: Conversation 
& Communication

Website: jeffersonfi sher.com
Social Media: 
Instagram:@jefferson_fi sher
X: @jefferson_fi shr

A groundbreaking new perspective on the moral mind that rewrites our under-
standing of where moral judgments come from, and how we can overcome the 
feelings of outrage that so often divide us.

Drawing on groundbreaking research, Gray provides a captivating new explana-
tion for our moral outrage, and unpacks how to best bridge divides. If you want 
to understand the morals of the “other side,” ask yourself a simple question—
what harms do they see?

“A riveting read on the roots of our bitterest confl icts—and the remedies for 
them. One of the leading lights in moral psychology overturns widespread 
assumptions about why we’re divided and reveals how we can come together.”
—Adam Grant, author of Think Again: The Power of Knowing What You Don’t Know

Theme: Conversation & Communication 

Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-31743-3 
368 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593317440

Outraged
Why We Fight About Morality and Politics 
and How to Find Common Ground
Kurt GrayKurt Gray

Website: kurtjgray.com
Social Media: Instagram: @kurtjgray     X: @kurtjgray
Video: prhlink.com/kurtgrayvideo
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Parallax Press | TR 
978-1-946764-98-0 | 224 pp. 
$18.95 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9781946764997

Fierce Vulnerability
Healing from Trauma, Emerging through Collapse
Kazu Haga

In Fierce Vulnerability, activist Kazu Haga argues that a 
binary worldview is at the heart of what is destroying our 
relationships and our planet, offering a new way to create 
healing by combining the time-honored lineage of nonvio-
lent action with the sciences of trauma healing and the 
promises of spiritual practice. We can’t “shut down” injus-
tice any more than we can “shut down” trauma; if healing is 
our goal, we need social movements that center relation-
ships and promote healing.

Theme: Inspirational

Website: kazuhaga.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @kazu_haga

Dutton | HC | 978-0-593-47176-0 
336 pp. | $30.00 / $41.00 Can.

EB: 9780593471784

Profi les in Mental Health 
Courage
Patrick J. Kennedy and Stephen Fried

Profi les in Mental Health Courage portrays the dramatic 
journeys of a diverse group of Americans who have strug-
gled with their mental health. This book offers deeply 
compelling stories about the bravery and resilience of those 
living with a variety of mental illnesses and addictions.

“Teachers encounter students and families facing a 
variety of mental health conditions, including addiction. 
They’ll benefi t from exploring the stories in this book, 
hopefully gaining empathy and understanding instead of 
feeling fear and dismissiveness.”—We Are TeachersTheme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: patrickjkennedy.net
Social Media: 
Instagram: @pjk4brainhealth
X: @PJK4brainhealth 

Website: jayheinrichs.com
Social Media: Instagram: @jayheinrichs

Theme: Critical Thinking 

Crown | HC | 978-0-593-73527-5 
288 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593735282

Aristotle’s Guide to Self-Persuasion
How Ancient Rhetoric, Taylor Swift, and Your Own Soul 
Can Help You Change Your Life
Jay HeinrichsJay Heinrichs

Also available: Thank You for Arguing, Fourth Edition (Revised 
and Updated): What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson 
Can Teach Us About the Art of Persuasion 9780593237380

Rhetoric once sat at the center of elite education. Alexander the Great, Shake-
speare, and Martin Luther King, Jr., used it to build empires, write deathless 

literature, and inspire democracies. Now it will help your students to take leader-
ship over themselves; not through pop psychology or empty inspiration, but 
with persuasive tools that have been tested for more than 3,000 years. In Aristo-
tle’s Guide to Self-Persuasion, Heinrichs helps readers persuade their most dif-
fi cult audiences—themselves—by using techniques invented by the likes of 
Aristotle and Cicero and deployed by our culture’s most persuasive characters. 

Heinrichs brings in examples from history and pop culture—Winston Churchill, 
Iron Man, Dolly Parton, and the woman who serendipitously invented the choco-
late chip cookie—to illustrate the concepts. But the core of the book tests the tools 
of self-persuasion and asks: Can the same techniques that seduce lovers, sell 
diet books, and overturn governments help us achieve our most desired goals?

“Combining cogent philosophical explanations with entertaining examples 
from popular culture (including how Taylor Swift and Muhammad Ali used the 
power of persuasion), Heinrichs provides . . . a spirited and innovative applica-
tion of an ancient Greek art.”—Publishers Weekly
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Tarcher | TR | 978-0-14-313270-7 
272 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780525504634

Talking Across the Divide
How to Communicate with People You Disagree with 
and Maybe Even Change the World
Justin Lee

In a time when every conversation quickly becomes a 
battlefield, social justice activist Justin Lee explains how to 
break through the barriers that make people resist differing 
opinions. With a combination of psychological research, 
pop-culture references, and anecdotes from Justin’s many 
years of experience mediating contentious conversations, 
this book will help you understand people on the other side 
of the argument and give you the tools you need to change 
their minds.

Theme: Being Connected

Website: geekyjustin.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @geekyjustinlee
X: @geekyJustinLee
Video: prhlink.com/JustinLee

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Alaska Pacific University; Pueblo 
Community College; University of 
Alaska - Anchorage; University of 
Mount Olive; University of Olivet; 
Westfield State University

Penguin Life | HC | 978-0-593-83311-7 
288 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593833124

Resurface
A Guide to Navigating Life’s Biggest Transitions
Cassidy Krug

Resurface is a practical, relatable guide to navigating life’s 
inevitable transitions—whether that’s starting college, 
changing direction, or facing unexpected challenges. 
Former Olympic diver Cassidy Krug provides clear, action-
able steps and a focus on resilience, community, and 
redefining success.

“Cassidy Krug knows what it takes to bounce forward, and 
Resurface is an illuminating and inspiring read for anyone 
navigating change.”—Adam Grant, author of Think Again
and Hidden PotentialTheme: Life Skills

Website: cassidykrug.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @cassidykrug
X: CassidyKrug

Riverhead Books | HC 
978-0-593-85123-4 | 352 pp. 
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593851241

Digital Exhaustion
Simple Rules for Reclaiming Your Life
Paul Leonardi

Paul Leonardi offers research-backed, practical strategies 
for managing tech-induced stress—without unplugging 
from the tools essential to modern academic and profes-
sional life. Rather than advocating digital detoxes, Leonardi 
shows how small, intentional shifts—like choosing the right 
tool for the task or delaying responses—can reduce cogni-
tive fatigue, improve focus, and strengthen relationships.

Theme: Life Skills

Website: paulleonardi.com
Social Media: X: @pleonardi1

Random House | TR 
978-0-593-44924-0 | 304 pp. 
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593449257

Your Brain on Art
How the Arts Transform Us
Susan Magsamen and Ivy Ross

Citing breakthrough research, insights from multidisci-
plinary pioneers, and compelling stories from people who 
are using the arts to enhance their lives, this authoritative 
guide to neuroaesthetics is a portal into this new under-
standing about how the arts can help us transform 
traditional medicine, build healthier communities, and 
mend an aching planet.

Winner of the Porchlight Business Book Award for Innovation and Creativity

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: yourbrainonart.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @susanmagsamen
X: @susanmagsamen

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Onondaga Community College; 
Santa Barbara City College; 
University of California, 
Santa Barbara

FYR26 Int 250827a.indd   22 9/3/25   5:25 PM



To request examination copies, visit prhlink.com/FYR26Form 23

STUDENT SUCCESS

Ten Speed Press | TR 
978-0-593-83716-0 | 240 pp. 
$15.99 / $21.99 Can.

EB: 9780399581137

How to Break Up with Your 
Phone, Revised Edition
The 30-Day Digital Detox Plan
Catherine Price

Health and science journalist and TED speaker Catherine 
Price presents a guide to improved screen-life balance and 
a long-term relationship with technology that feels good.

“I wrote The Anxious Generation to help adults improve the 
lives of children. Many readers have asked me for a version 
of the book aimed at helping adults and teens help them-
selves. Catherine Price has written the best such book.”
—Jonathan Haidt, Thomas Cooley Professor of Ethical 
Leadership, New York University–Stern School of BusinessTheme: Life Skills

Website: catherineprice.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @catherinepriceofficial
X: @CatherinePrice

Selected for Common Reading at: 
California State University, 
Monterey Bay; Indiana University, 
Kelley School of Business; 
Simmons University 

Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-55039-0 
256 pp. | $27.00 / $37.00 Can.

EB: 9780385550406

Life in Three Dimensions
How Curiosity, Exploration, and Experience 
Make a Fuller, Better Life
Shigehiro Oishi, PhD

From one of our foremost psychologists, a trailblazing 
book that turns the idea of a good life on its head and 
urges us to embrace the transformative power of variety 
and experience.

“It turns out that there’s more to life than happiness and 
meaning. In his pioneering research, Shigehiro Oishi 
discovered a neglected third dimension of the good life: 
having new and interesting experiences.”—Adam Grant, 
author of Think Again and Hidden PotentialTheme: Health & Wellbeing

Social Media: X: @Shige_Oishi

The Dial Press | HC 
979-8-217-15459-3 | 240 pp. | $28.00

EB: 9798217154616

Forthcoming November 2025

Smartphone Nation
Building Digital Boundaries When Offline Isn’t an Option
Kaitlyn Regehr, PhD

Celebrated researcher and professor of digital literacy 
Kaitlyn Regehr offers a practical guide to healthier digital 
habits using a food-pyramid-inspired framework. Here, 
she teaches readers how to set boundaries, spot harmful 
content, and navigate the attention economy while main-
taining the benefits of online life.

Theme: Life Skills

Social Media: 
Instagram: @kaitlynregehr

One World | HC | 978-0-593-44577-8 
320 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593445785

Defy
The Power of No in a World That Demands Yes
Dr. Sunita Sah

Dr. Sunita Sah empowers readers to resist harmful compli-
ance and act on their values. Piecing together research, 
real-life stories, and practical tools, she shows how to build 
the skill of defiance—personally and professionally—to stand 
up for what’s right, despite discomfort or unpopularity.

“We’ve all been there. We’ve all caved in. Thank goodness 
for Sunita Sah’s spirited book, Defy: The Power of No in a 
World that Demands Yes, which unpacks the act—and 
art—of refusal.”—The Guardian

Theme: Life Skills

Website: sunitasah.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @drsunitasah
X: @ProfSunitaSah
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The Road to Character
David Brooks
Random House | TR 
978-0-8129-8341-8 | 320 pp. 
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780679645030

Designing Your Life
How to Build a Well-Lived, 
Joyful Life
Bill Burnett and Dave Evans
Knopf | HC | 978-1-101-87532-2 | 272 pp. 
$32.00 / $42.00 Can.
EB: 9781101875339

The Moth Presents: 
All These Wonders
True Stories About Facing 
the Unknown
Edited by Catherine Burns; 
Foreword by Neil Gaiman
Crown | HC | 978-1-101-90440-4 
352 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9781101904411

We Can Do Hard Things
Answers to Life’s 20 Questions
Glennon Doyle, Abby Wambach, 
Amanda Doyle
The Dial Press | HC 
978-0-593-97764-4 | 512 pp. 
$34.00 / $45.00 Can.
EB: 9780593977668

Allies
Real Talk About Showing Up, 
Screwing Up, And Trying Again
Shakirah Bourne, 
Dana Alison Levy
DK Children | TR | 978-0-7440-6665-4 
240 pp. | $12.99 / $17.99 Can.
EB: 9780744056006

Critical Thinking
Jonathan Haber
The MIT Press | TR 
978-0-262-53828-2 | 232 pp. 
$17.95 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780262357357

More Than Words
How Talking Sharpens the Mind 
and Shapes Our World
Maryellen MacDonald, PhD
Avery | HC | 978-0-593-54527-0 
336 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.
EB: 9780593545294

How Not to Kill Yourself
A Portrait of the Suicidal Mind
Clancy Martin
Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-46692-6 
464 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593317068

How to Do Nothing
Resisting the Attention Economy
Jenny Odell
Melville House | TR | 978-1-61219-855-2 
256 pp. | $18.99 / $24.99 Can.
EB: 9781612197500

You Are Here
A Field Guide for Navigating Polarized 
Speech, Conspiracy Theories, and 
Our Polluted Media Landscape
Whitney Phillips and 
Ryan M. Milner
The MIT Press | TR | 978-0-262-53991-3 
| 280 pp. | $22.95 / $29.95 Can.
EB: 9780262361378

Seek You
A Journey Through 
American Loneliness
Kristen Radtke
Pantheon | HC | 978-1-5247-4806-7 
352 pp. | $30.00 / $40.00 Can.
EB: 9781524748050

Good Arguments
How Debate Teaches Us 
to Listen and Be Heard
Bo Seo
Penguin Books | TR 
978-0-593-29953-1 | 352 pp. 
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593299524

Practical Optimism
The Art, Science, and Practice 
of Exceptional Well-Being
Sue Varma, MD
Avery | HC | 978-0-593-41894-9 
336 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593418956

Life Worth Living
A Guide to What Matters Most
Miroslav Volf, Matthew Croasmun, 
and Ryan McAnnally-Linz
The Open Field | TR 
978-0-593-48932-1 | 352 pp. 
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593489314

When No Thing Works
A Zen and Indigenous Perspective on 
Resilience, Shared Purpose, and 
Leadership in the Timeplace of Collapse
Norma Kaweloku Wong
North Atlantic Books | TR | 979-88-
89840-99-2 | 120 pp. | $17.95 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9798889841005

The War for Kindness
Building Empathy 
in a Fractured World
Jamil Zaki
Crown | TR | 978-0-451-49925-7 
288 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780451499264
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Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-47126-5 
288 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780385549981

Victim
Andrew Boryga

“A fearless satire about a hustler from the Bronx who sees 
through the veneer of diversity initiatives and decides to 
cash in on the odd currency of identity.

“You get debuts this blazing once in a generation if you’re 
lucky. Boryga is brilliant, a brilliant writer, a brilliant 
satirist and his voice could light up a city. Victim is a stake 
of truth aimed at our vampire culture’s charlatanic 
heart.”—Junot Díaz, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The 
Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao

Finalist for the Gotham Book Prize
Theme: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Website: andrewboryga.com
Social Media: 
X and Instagram: @BoryWrites

Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-46931-6 
432 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593317341

Chain Gang All Stars
Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah

Two top women gladiators fight for their freedom within a 
depraved private prison system not so far-removed from 
America’s own.

“Like Orwell’s 1984 and Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, 
Adjei-Brenyah’s book presents a dystopian vision so 
upsetting and illuminating that it should permanently 
shift our understanding of who we are and what we’re 
capable of doing.”—Washington Post

Theme: African American Voices
and Stories

Website: 
nanakwameadjei-brenyah.com
Social Media: Instagram: @king_nk

Berkley | TR | 978-0-593-64054-8 
400 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780593640555

Daughters of Shandong
Eve J. Chung

A propulsive, extraordinary novel about a mother and her 
daughters’ harrowing escape to Taiwan as the Communist 
revolution sweeps through China, by debut author Eve J. 
Chung, based on her family story. 

“This is a story of women who unite to take fate into their 
own hands and to claim their voices. You won’t be able to 
forget this compelling tale of resilience and hope.”—Jean 
Kwok, author of Girl in Translation

Theme: Immigrant
& First-Generation Stories

Website: evejchung.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @eve.j.chung.writes

Ember | TR | 978-0-593-65188-9 
400 pp. | $12.99 / $17.99 Can.

EB: 9780593651872

Also available: The Black Queen
9780593568576

Wander in the Dark
Jumata Emill

When Amir, a Black teenager, is seen fleeing the murder 
scene of a rich white girl, all of New Orleans seems to agree—
the case is open and shut. Amir and his half-brother must 
work together, despite their rocky history, to find the real 
killer if they’re going to clear his name. But in a city as old as 
New Orleans, the right family connections can bury even the 
ugliest truths, and parents will go to any lengths to protect 
their children. Set in the modern South,  Wander in the Dark
explores race, privilege, family trauma, and brotherhood.

“[An] enthralling, gripping murder mystery. . . . Emill pow-
erfully displays an unfair justice system”―Shelf Awareness, 
starred review

Theme: Coming of Age

Website: jumataemill.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @brownboywriting
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Ember | TR | 978-0-593-64299-3 
384 pp. | $12.99 / $17.99 Can.

EB: 9780593642986

Also available: My Mother, the 
Mermaid Chaser 9780593643006

My Father, the Panda Killer
Jamie Jo Hoang

This is an unflinching story about war and its impact across 
multiple generations. Told in the alternating voices of Jane 
and Phúc—a California teenager in the 1990s railing against 
her Vietnamese culture, juxtaposed with her father as an 
eleven-year-old refugee on a harrowing voyage from Vietnam 
to the United States—this coming-of-age tale captures one 
teen’s journey towards accepting her heritage and herself. 

“A profoundly moving, achingly resonant story of love, 
family, and coming of age amid the lingering echoes of 
war.”―Jeff Zentner, award-winning author of  The Serpent 
King  and  In the Wild LightTheme: Asian American and 

Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: heyjamie.com
Social Media:
Instagram: @heyjamiereads

Viking | HC | 978-0-593-83089-5 
400 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593830901

If the Dead Belong Here
Carson Faust

When a young girl disappears, her sister’s search for answers 
leads deep into family secrets, generational trauma, and 
Native folklore. Written by Carson Faust, a two-spirit, 
enrolled member of the Edisto Natchez-Kusso Tribe, the 
novel offers a compelling exploration of identity, resilience, 
and healing in the wake of colonization’s lasting impact.

“Faust writes across time, bloodline, and grief with mythic 
authority and needlepoint precision.”—Morgan Talty, 
national bestselling author of Night of the Living Rez

Theme: Native American and 
Indigenous Voices and Stories

Website: carsonfaust.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @faustcarson

Bad Bad Girl
Gish Jen

Bad Bad Girl is a novel about a mother and a daughter 
forced to reckon with each other across decades of curi-
osity and ambition, elation and disappointment, intense 
intimacy and misunderstanding. Spanning continents and 
generations, this is a rich, heartbreaking portrait of two 
fierce women locked in a complicated lifelong embrace.

“An unsentimental, insightful, and brutally honest account 
of Chinese family relationships, in China and the West.”
—Jung Chang, author of Wild Swans

Theme: Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-80373-8 
352 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593803745

Website: gishjen.com
Social Media: Instagram: @gishjen

Hogarth | TR | 978-0-593-44822-9 
416 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593448212

Happiness Falls
Angie Kim

The lives of a biracial Korean American family in Virginia 
are upended when their beloved father and husband goes 
missing. The only witness to the incident is his son, Eugene, 
who has the rare genetic condition Angelman syndrome 
and cannot speak. What follows is both a ticking-clock 
investigation into the whereabouts of a father and an 
emotionally rich portrait of a family.

“A philosophical family drama that is as page-turning as 
it is thought-provoking.”—Booklist (starred review)

Theme: Family

Website: angiekimbooks.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @angiekimask
X: @AngieKimWriter

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Loyola University Maryland
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Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-31760-0 
336 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593317617

The Dream Hotel
Laila Lalami

Eerie, urgent, and ceaselessly clear-eyed, The Dream Hotel
artfully explores the seductive nature of technology, which 
puts us in shackles even as it makes our lives easier. Lalami 
asks how much of ourselves must remain private if we are 
to remain free, and whether even the most invasive forms 
of surveillance can ever capture who we really are.

“A gripping, Kafkaesque foray into an all-too-plausible 
future where data collection penetrates interior life . . . also 
an elegant meditation on identity and what we sacrifice, 
unthinkingly, for the sake of convenience.”—Jennifer Egan, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Candy HouseTheme: Alternate Worlds:

Speculative Fiction

Website: lailalalami.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @lailawrites

Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-68514-3 
416 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593537268

Real Americans
Rachel Khong

How far would you go to shape your own destiny? An exhil-
arating novel of American identity that spans three 
generations in one family and asks: What makes us who we 
are? And how inevitable are our futures?

“Riveting in its unexpected turns, Real Americans is a novel 
about past mistakes and their echoes—and a reminder 
that those histories need not be binding.”—San Francisco 
Chronicle

Theme: Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: rachelkhong.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @rrrrrrrachelkhong

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-80487-2 
224 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593804889

Also available: The Burning 
9780593081259

A Guardian and a Thief
Megha Majumdar

Megha Majumdar’s new novel, following her acclaimed A 
Burning, is set in a near-future Kolkata, India, ravaged by 
climate change and food scarcity, in which two families 
seeking to protect their children must battle each other. 

“An electrifying depiction of dignity and morality under 
siege. . . . Transports the reader to a world ravaged by 
drought, burning heat, and severe food scarcity. . . . The way 
Majumdar manages to connect all the storylines with a 
resolution that unfolds both globally and in one small living 
room is genius.”—Kirkus (starred review)

Theme: Family

Website: meghamajumdar.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @megha.maj
X: @MeghaMaj
Video: prhlink.com/
meghamajumdarvideo

Riverhead Books | TR 
978-0-593-42295-3 | 416 pp. 
$19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780593422960

Also available: The Good Lord Bird 
9781594632785

The Heaven & Earth 
Grocery Store
James McBride

In June 1972, the Pennsylvania State Police have some 
questions concerning a skeleton found at the bottom of a 
well in the ramshackle Chicken Hill section of Pottstown. 
Who the skeleton was and how it got there were two of the 
long-held secrets kept by the residents who lived in the 
dilapidated neighborhood where immigrant Jews and 
African Americans lived side by side. As the residents’ 
stories overlap and deepen, it becomes clear how much 
the people who live on the margins of white, Christian 
America struggle and what they must do to survive.Theme: Being Connected

Website: jamesmcbride.com
Social Media: @jamesmcbrideauthor

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Calhoun Community College
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DAW | HC | 978-0-7564-1897-7 
240 pp. | $23.00 / $31.00 Can.

EB: 9780756418984

Also available: Binti: The Complete 
Trilogy 9780756416935

One Way Witch
Nnedi Okorafor

Set in the universe Africanfuturist luminary Nnedi Okorafor 
first introduced in the World Fantasy Award-winning Who 
Fears Death, One Way Witch is the second in the She Who 
Knows trilogy.

“As always with Okorafor’s work, the prose is sharp and 
immersive, the characters provide insight into family 
drama and healing, and the narrative seamlessly blends 
elements of fantasy, folklore, and speculative fiction.”
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

Theme: Alternate Worlds:
Speculative Fiction

Website: nnedi.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @nnediokorafor
Video: prhlink.com/Okorafor

Astra House | HC | 978-1-66260-328-0 
304 pp. | $26.00 / $36.00 Can.

EB: 9781662603297

Happy Bad
Delaney Nolan

A moving display of human connection in the face of 
violence and climate destruction from a remarkable new 
voice in fiction. A catastrophe novel by turns tender and 
hilarious, fueled by a low-simmering political rage, Happy 
Bad is a rocket arrived on Earth.

“It is rare to find a book at once as imaginative and true, as 
horrifying and hopeful, as this brilliant debut.”—Matthew 
Salesses, author of The Sense of Wonder

Theme: Coming of Age

Website: iwmf.org/community/
delaney-nolan/
Social Media: 
Instagram: @delaney_idiot

Riverhead Books | HC 
978-0-593-71418-8 | 416 pp. 
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593714201

Forthcoming January 2026

Also available: My Absolute Darling 
9780735211186

Crux
Gabriel Tallent

In Crux, two teens in the Mojave Desert bond over rock 
climbing while trying to escape difficult home lives. As 
adult reality looms, they are pulled apart by irreconcilable 
obligations. Differences of class, talent, and prospects take 
on new importance; options dwindle, and their decisions 
grow ever more consequential and perilous.

“Gabriel Tallent depicts the natural world and the existen-
tial difficulties of being a human within it, with depth and 
grace.”—Gabrielle Zevin, author of Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, 
and Tomorrow

Theme: Coming of Age

Website: gabrieltallent.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @gabriel_tallent

Soho Press | HC | 978-1-64129-604-5 
496 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9781641296052

A/S/L
Jeanne Thornton

A transformative story about video games, three queer 
friends, and the code(s) they learn to survive. Weaving 
together the technologies of two decades, and a healthy dose 
of magic, A/S/L is a novel that queers our notions of nostalgia, 
friendship, and even the possibilities of fiction itself.

“A/S/L captures the pulse of desire that spurs any genuine 
act of creation . . . Thornton’s novel is a gripping, emotional 
reminder of the almost-whimsical joy of being online in 
the ’90s.”—Isle McElroy, Vulture

Theme: LGBTQIA+

Website: fictioncircus.com/Jeanne/
Social Media: 
Instagram: @jeanneticallymodified
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Astra House | HC | 978-1-66260-326-6 
304 pp. | $27.00 / $37.00 Can.

EB: 9781662603273

Underspin
E. Y. Zhao

Underspin is an intimate, bruising coming-of-age novel 
about the short and tumultuous life of a charismatic and 
enigmatic table tennis prodigy.

“E. Y. Zhao’s Underspin is an eruption of a debut. This 
novel displays a wondrous ability that renders both the 
central sport and lives that weave around it with meticu-
lous precision and tremendous heart. The beauty of sport, 
the spirit of desire and the sacrifi ce required for greatness 
are all captured here in this stunner.”—Nana Kwame 
Adjei-Brenyah, author of Chain-Gang All-Stars

Theme: Coming of Age

Website: eyzhaowriter.com

Knopf Books for Young Readers | TR 
978-0-375-84220-7 | 608 pp. 
$15.99 / $21.99 Can.

EB: 9780307433848

The Book Thief
Markus Zusak

It is 1939, Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. 
Death has never been busier and it will become busier still. 
But despite the suppression of ideas by the Nazi regime, 
there is resistance, and there is a book thief. In superbly 
crafted writing, Markus Zusak has given us this beloved 
novel about the ability of books to feed the soul even in the 
darkest of times.

“The kind of book that can be life-changing.”—The New 
York Times

Michael L. Printz Honor Book
Theme: Coming of Age

Website: markuszusak.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @markuszusak

Social Media: Instagram: @karlarrriot   X: @Karla1Cornejo

When Catalina is admitted to Harvard, it feels like the fulfi llment of destiny: a 
miracle child escapes death in Latin America, moves to Queens to be 

raised by her undocumented grandparents, and becomes one of the chosen. 
But nothing is simple for Catalina. 

Now a senior, she faces graduation to a world that has no place for the undocu-
mented; her sense of doom intensifi es her curiosities and desires. She infi ltrates 
the school’s elite subcultures, which she observes with the eye of an anthropolo-
gist and an interloper’s skepticism: she is both fascinated and repulsed. Catalina 
fi nds herself drawn to a fellow student, an actual budding anthropologist eager 
to teach her about the Latin American world she was born into but never knew. 
And every day, the clock ticks closer to the abyss of life after graduation. 

Brash and daring, part campus novel, part hagiography, part pop song, Catalina
is unlike any coming-of-age novel you’ve ever read.

“Through this story line, Cornejo Villavicencio revisits themes she covered in 
her nonfi ction work, the National Book Award fi nalist The Undocumented 
Americans, but here, in Catalina, she enlarges her canvas, luxuriating in the 
freedom found in fi ction.”—The New York Times Book Review

Finalist for the PEN/Hemingway Award for Debut Novel
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Fiction

Theme: Immigrant & First-Generation Stories 

One World | TR | 978-0-593-44911-0 
224 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593449103

Also available: The Undocumented Americans
9780399592706

Catalina
Karla Cornejo Villavicencio

Brash and daring, part campus novel, part hagiography, part pop song, 
is unlike any coming-of-age novel you’ve ever read.

“Through this story line, Cornejo Villavicencio revisits themes she covered in 
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Dream Count
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Knopf | TR | 978-0-593-80272-4 
416 pp. | $32.00
EB: 9780593802731

I, Robot
Isaac Asimov
Del Rey | TR | 978-0-553-38256-3 
256 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780553900330

This Great Hemisphere
Mateo Askaripour
Dutton | TR | 978-0-593-47236-1 
432 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593472354

Kindred
Octavia E. Butler
Beacon Press | TR | 978-0-8070-8369-7 
288 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780807083703

Sabrina & Corina
Stories
Kali Fajardo-Anstine
One World | TR | 978-0-525-51130-4 
240 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780525511311

The Book of Unknown 
Americans
Cristina Henríquez
Vintage | TR | 978-0-345-80640-6 
304 pp. | $16.00
EB: 9780385350853

The Whale Rider
(Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition)
Witi Ihimaera; 
Foreword by Lily Gladstone; 
Introduction by Shilo Kino
Penguin Classics | TR 
978-0-14-313745-0 | 192 pp. 
$17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780593511527

Harlem Rhapsody
Victoria Christopher Murray
Berkley | HC | 978-0-593-63848-4 
400 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593638491

True Biz
Sara Nović
Random House | TR 
978-0-593-24152-3 | 416 pp. 
$19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593241516

The Berry Pickers
Amanda Peters
Catapult | TR | 978-1-64622-238-4 
320 pp. | $17.95
EB: 9781646221967

The Beadworkers
Stories
Beth Piatote
Counterpoint | TR | 978-1-64009-427-7 
208 pp. | $16.95 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9781640092693

The Antidote
Karen Russell
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-80225-0 
432 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593802267

Em
Kim Thúy, Sheila Fischman;
Translated by Sheila Fischman
Seven Stories Press | HC
978-1-6442-1115-1 | 160 pp. | $21.95
EB 9781644211168

Ink Knows No Borders
Poems of the Immigrant 
and Refugee Experience
Patrice Vecchione
Triangle Square | TR 
978-1-60980-907-2 | 208 pp. 
$16.95 / $22.95 Can.

Project Hail Mary
Andy Weir
Ballantine Books | TR 
978-0-593-13522-8 | 496 pp. 
$20.00 / $26.00 Can.
EB: 9780593135211

Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, 
and Tomorrow
Gabrielle Zevin
Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-46649-0 
416 pp. | $19.00
EB: 9780593321218
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Dutton | HC | 978-0-593-47561-4 
336 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593475621

Midnight on the Potomac
The Last Year of the Civil War, the Lincoln Assassination, 
and the Rebirth of America
Scott Ellsworth

Focusing on the last, desperate months of the Civil War, 
when the outcome was far from certain, Midnight on the 
Potomac is a story of titanic battles, political upheaval, and 
the long-forgotten Confederate terror war against the 
citizens of the North. In an age of deep political division 
such as our own, Scott Ellsworth’s book is an eloquent and 
gripping testament to the courage, grit, and greatness of 
the American people.

Theme: African American Voices
and Stories

Website: scottellsworthauthor.com
Social Media: 
Instagram and X: @ScottEAuthor
Video: prhlink.com/Ellsworth

The MIT Press | TR 
978-0-262-55253-0 | 226 pp. 
$35.00 / $48.00 Can.

EB: 9780262383356

Indigenous Currencies
Leaving Some for the Rest in the Digital Age
Ashley Cordes

Indigenous Currencies follows dynamic stories of currency 
as a meaning-making communication technology. Settler 
economies regard currency as their own invention, casting 
Indigenous systems of value, exchange, and data steward-
ship as incompatible with contemporary markets. By 
looking closely at how currencies developed over time 
through intercultural communication, Cordes argues that 
Indigenous currencies transcend the scope of economic 
value, revealing the cultural, social, and political context of 
what it means to exchange.

Theme: Native American and 
Indigenous Voices and Stories

Website: ashleycordes.github.io

Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-54991-2 
384 pp. | $35.00 / $48.00 Can.

EB: 9780385549929

Dark Laboratory
On Columbus, the Caribbean, 
and the Origins of the Climate Crisis
Tao Leigh Go�e

A groundbreaking investigation of the Caribbean as both 
an idyll in the American imagination and a dark laboratory 
of Western experimentation, revealing secrets to racial and 
environmental progress that impact how we live today.

“Tao Leigh Goffe tells the story of modernity and its 
discontents through the land, legacy, and people of the 
Caribbean. Upon reading this book, you will have a new 
understanding of the world.”—Imani Perry, National Book 
Award-winning author of South to AmericaTheme: Climate Change

Website: taoleighgoffe.com
Social Media: 
Instagram and X: @taoleighgoffe

Thesis | HC | 978-0-593-54167-8 
320 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593541685

The Small and the Mighty
Twelve Unsung Americans Who Changed the Course of 
History, from the Founding to the Civil Rights Movement
Sharon McMahon

In The Small and the Mighty, Sharon McMahon proves that 
the most remarkable Americans are often ordinary people 
who didn’t make it into the textbooks. Not the presidents, 
but the telephone operators. Not the aristocrats, but the 
schoolteachers. Through meticulous research, she 
discovers history’s unsung characters and brings their 
rich, riveting stories to light for the first time.  

Theme: Leadership

Website: sharonmcmahon.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @sharonsaysso
Video: prhlink.com/SmallMighty

Selected for Common Reading at: 
College of St. Scholastica and 
University of Idaho
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Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-32078-5 
432 pp. | $29.00

EB: 9780593320792

We Survived the Night
Julian Brave NoiseCat

A stunning narrative from one of the most powerful young 
writers at work today—We Survived the Night interweaves 
oral history with hard-hitting journalism and a deeply 
personal father-son journey into a searing portrait of 
Indigenous survival, love, and resurgence.

“Told with a blistering honesty, the truth and grit create a 
beautifully woven coyote story we haven’t heard before. 
This is a love letter to . . . a father from his son, to the act of 
being a Native person in the twenty first century finding 
ways to love even through all that wounds have opened 
and wrought.”—Tommy Orange, author of Wandering StarsTheme: Native American and 

Indigenous Voices and Stories

Website: julianbravenoisecat.com
Social Media: 
Instagram and X: @jnoisecat

Viking | HC | 978-0-593-65425-5 
384 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593654262

In the Shadow of Liberty
The Invisible History of Immigrant Detention in the 
United States
Ana Raquel Minian

In the Shadow of Liberty reveals the history of immigration 
tracing back to the 1800s—in which immigrants to the 
United States have continually been held without recourse 
to their constitutional rights.

“Extraordinary. . . . Minian probes deep into this country’s 
shameful history of detention to help us understand how 
we got to where we are today. I hope this book changes 
minds and hearts.”—Reyna Grande, author of The Distance 
Between UsTheme: Immigrant

& First-Generation Stories

Website: anaraquelminian.com

Beacon Press | HC 
978-0-8070-1268-0 | 120 pp. 
$22.95 / $29.95 Can.

EB: 9780807012697

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz’s 
Indigenous Peoples’ History 
of the United States
A Graphic Interpretation
Paul Peart-Smith

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz’s influential bestseller An Indige-
nous Peoples’ History of the United States exposed the 
brutality of this nation’s founding and its legacy of 
settler-colonialism and genocide. Through evocative 
artwork, renowned cartoonist Paul Peart-Smith brings this 
watershed book to life.

Theme: Native American and 
Indigenous Voices and Stories

Website: paulpeartsmith.com 
Social Media: 
Instagram: @paulpeartsmith

Dutton | HC | 978-0-593-47362-7 
368 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593473641

American Poison
A Deadly Invention and the Woman Who Battled for 
Environmental Justice
Daniel Stone

From the national bestselling author of The Food Explorer 
comes the untold story of Alice Hamilton, a trailblazing 
doctor and public health activist who took on the booming 
auto industry—and the deadly invention of leaded gasoline, 
which would poison millions of people across America.

“Brings to brilliant life one of the great public health 
heroes of the 20th century, the fearless Alice Hamilton, 
who stood like few others for the country’s working 
class.”—Deborah Blum, author of The Poison SquadTheme: Social Action

Website: danielstonebooks.com
Social Media: Instagram and X: 
@danenroute
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The Literature of Japanese 
American Incarceration
Edited with an Introduction by 
Frank Abe and Floyd Cheung
Penguin Classics | TR 
978-0-14-313328-5 | 336 pp. 
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780525505044

Homestand
Small Town Baseball and the 
Fight for the Soul of America
Will Bardenwerper
Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-54965-3 
320 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780385549660

Everyone Who Is 
Gone Is Here
The United States, Central America, 
and the Making of a Crisis
Jonathan Blitzer
Penguin Books | TR 
978-1-9848-8082-6 | 544 pp. 
$21.00 / $28.00 Can.
EB: 9781984880819

A Protest History 
of the United States
Gloria J. Browne-Marshall
Beacon Press | HC | 978-0-8070-1081-5 
360 pp. | $31.95 / $41.95 Can.
EB: 9780807010822

Until the Last Gun 
Is Silent
A Story of Love, 
the Vietnam War, and the Fight 
to Save America’s Soul
Matthew F. Delmont
Viking | HC | 978-0-593-65587-0 
400 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.
EB: 9780593655887

The Memory Palace
True Short Stories of the Past
Nate DiMeo
Random House | HC 
978-0-593-44615-7 | 336 pp. 
$33.00 / $44.00 Can.
EB: 9780593446171

Time’s Echo
Music, Memory, and 
the Second World War
Jeremy Eichler
Vintage | TR | 978-0-525-56344-0 
400 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780525521723

Our History Is the Future
Standing Rock Versus the Dakota 
Access Pipeline, and the Long 
Tradition of Indigenous Resistance
Nick Estes
Verso | HC | 978-1-80429-550-2 
320 pp. | $26.95 / $35.95 Can.
EB: 9781786636744

The Constitution 
of the United States, 
Smithsonian Edition
Founding Fathers
Smithsonian Books | HC 
978-1-58834-707-7 | 48 pp. 
$9.95 / $13.50 Can.

The 1619 Project
A New Origin Story
Created by Nikole Hannah-Jones 
& The New York Times 
Magazine
One World | TR | 978-0-593-23059-6 
624 pp. | $25.00 / $34.00 Can.
EB: 9780593230589

The Year of Living 
Constitutionally
One Man’s Humble Quest 
to Follow the Constitution’s 
Original Meaning
A.J. Jacobs
Crown | TR | 978-0-593-13676-8 
304 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593136751

Strangers in the Land
Exclusion, Belonging, and the Epic 
Story of the Chinese in America
Michael Luo
Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-54857-1 
560 pp. | $35.00 / $48.00 Can.
EB: 9780385548588

Night Flyer
Harriet Tubman and the Faith 
Dreams of a Free People
Tiya Miles; curated by 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
Penguin Books | TR | 978-0-593-49118-8 
336 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593491171

A Black Queer History 
of the United States
C. Riley Snorton, Darius Bost
Beacon Press | HC 
978-0-8070-0855-3 | 312 pp. 
$28.95 / $35.95 Can.
EB: 9780807008560

The Barn
The Secret History of 
a Murder in Mississippi
Wright Thompson
Penguin Books | TR 
978-0-593-29984-5 | 448 pp. 
$22.00 / $29.99 Can.
EB: 9780593299838

Caste
The Origins of Our Discontents
Isabel Wilkerson
Random House | TR 
978-0-593-23027-5 | 544 pp. 
$21.00 / $28.00 Can.
EB: 9780593230268
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Astra House | HC | 978-1-66260-161-3 
304 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9781662601620

Forthcoming November 2025

Front Street
Resistance and Rebirth in the Tent Cities of Techlandia
Brian Barth

Award-winning investigative journalist Brian Barth takes 
us on an immersive journey deep into Silicon Valley’s 
homeless encampments, challenging everything we 
thought we knew about our unhoused neighbors. Blending 
memoir, investigative reporting, history, and cultural criti-
cism to paint a portrait of a community searching for 
dignity and connection in the midst of a national crisis, 
Front Street is a conversation-changing story about the 
struggle for housing. 

Theme: Social Action

Website: brianjbarth.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @brianbarth2 

North Atlantic Books | TR 
978-1-62317-884-0 | 328 pp. 
$20.95 / $27.95 Can.

EB: 9781623178857

When We Walk By
Forgotten Humanity, Broken Systems, and the Role 
We Can Each Play in Ending Homelessness in America
Kevin F. Adler and Donald W. Burnes 
with Amanda Banh and Andrijana Bilbija

When We Walk By examines homelessness in America, 
highlighting the societal loss when ignoring those in 
shelters or on the streets. It advocates for embracing 
humanity through evidence-based, community-driven 
solutions, offering insights into social, economic, and 
political histories, and sharing real stories of unhoused 
individuals.

Theme: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Website: kevinfadler.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @kevinfadler

Selected for Common Reading at: 
University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga

Beacon Press | HC 
978-0-8070-1084-6 | 288 pp. 
$28.95 / $38.95 Can.

EB: 9780807010853

Cyber Citizens
Saving Democracy with Digital Literacy
Heidi Boghosian

The electronic age compels us to confront the delicate 
balance between the convenience of constant connec-
tivity and the protection of personal privacy, security, and 
democracy itself. Presented as a two-fold concern of digital 
and civic literacy, surveillance and privacy expert Heidi 
Boghosian argues that our fight to uphold democracy 
must extend to the online world. Drawing parallels between 
Americans and their “smart” devices, Cyber Citizens sheds 
light on the balance between connectivity and privacy to 
uphold a truly democratic society.

Theme: Being Connected

Website: heidiboghosian.com

Seven Stories Press | TR 
978-1-64421-497-8 | 320 pp. 
$22.95 / $29.95 Can.

EB: 9781644214985

Also available: Out of the Rain 
9781644213865

Alabama Village
J. Malcolm Garcia

J. Malcolm Garcia’s narrative nonfiction explores a forgotten 
Alabama neighborhood through intimate profiles of its 
resilient people. Despite immense loss, these raw and 
humanizing portraits reveal their determination to 
overcome circumstances. Alabama Village is a tribute to the 
community and the individual stories that define it.

“J. Malcolm Garcia [channels] the empathetic ear of Studs 
Terkel and the investigative skills of the best literary jour-
nalists.”—Beth Taylor, author of The Plain Language of 
Love and Loss

Theme: African American Voices
and Stories

Website: jmalcolmgarcia.com
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Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-47114-2 
256 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780385549882

The Boys of Riverside
A Deaf Football Team and a Quest for Glory
Thomas Fuller

The incredible story of an all-deaf high school football 
team’s triumphant climb from underdog to undefeated, 
their inspirational brotherhood, a fascinating portrait of 
deafness in America, and the indefatigable head coach 
who spearheaded the team.

“Through the journeys of the deaf players, their coaches 
and their families, Mr. Fuller expands our idea of what it 
means to communicate. Deafness may seem like a disad-
vantage on the football fi eld, but the players turn it into an 
asset.”—Wall Street JournalTheme: Disability

Social Media: X: @thomasfullerNYT

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Marian University (IN)

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-31886-7 
304 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593318874

Undivided
The Quest for Racial Solidarity in an American Church
Hahrie Han

The inspiring story of evangelicals in Cincinnati struggling 
to bridge racial divides in their own church, their commu-
nity, and across the nation.

“The book serves as a portrait in miniature of the American 
religious landscape . . . Undivided offers a refreshingly 
complex portrait of an institution and its members on the 
rocky path to change.”—The New York Times

Theme: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Website: hahriehan.com
Social Media: X: @hahriehan

Website: calvinduncan.com; linktr.ee/sophcull
Social Media: Instagram: @jailhouse_lawyer; @sophjcull

Calvin Duncan was 19 when he was incarcerated for a 1981 New Orleans murder 
he didn’t commit. The victim of a wildly incompetent public defense system 

and a badly compromised witness, Duncan was left to rot in the waking nightmare 
of confi nement. Armed with little education, he took matters into his own hands.

At 21 he fi led his fi rst motion from prison: “Motion for a Law Book,” which launched 
his highly successful, self-taught legal career. Trapped within this wholly corrupted 
system, Duncan became a legal advocate for himself and his fellow prisoners as 
an inmate counsel at the infamous Louisiana State Penitentiary, Angola. During 
his decades of incarceration, Duncan helped hundreds of other prisoners 
navigate their cases, advocating for those the state had long since written off.

Criminal justice reform advocate Sophie Cull met Duncan after he was fi nally 
released from prison; he began to tell her his story. Together, they’ve written a 
bracing condemnation of the criminal legal system, and an intimate portrait of 
a heroic and brilliant man’s resilience in the face of injustice.

“Duncan’s story is so incredible it strains belief. It is so heartwarming and 
hopeful that it will stay with you for a long time.”—John Grisham

Theme: Social Action 

Penguin Press | HC | 978-0-593-83430-5 
400 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593834312

The Jailhouse Lawyer
Calvin Duncan and Sophie Cull

released from prison; he began to tell her his story. Together, they’ve written a 
bracing condemnation of the criminal legal system, and an intimate portrait of 
a heroic and brilliant man’s resilience in the face of injustice.
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Astra House | TR | 978-1-66260-311-2 
336 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9781662601743

The Rent Collectors
Exploitation, Murder, and Redemption in Immigrant LA
Jesse Katz

A breathless narrative that explicates the difficult and 
proud lives of undocumented black market workers being 
extorted by the gangs and fined by the city of LA.

“For a tough-guy book about tough guys, this is a work of 
almost unerring tenderness. If its subtitle promises 
‘redemption,’ the book itself delivers something more 
honest: stories about people broken by powers larger than 
they are and who nonetheless find the will to fight on.”
—Ben Ehrenreich, The New York Times Book Review

Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book PrizeTheme: Latinx

Website: therentcollectors.com
Social Media: Instagram and X:
@byjessekatz

Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-68699-7 
432 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780593701256

Solidarity
The Past, Present, and Future of a World-Changing Idea
Leah Hunt-Hendrix and Astra Taylor

From renowned organizers and activists Leah Hunt-Hen-
drix and Astra Taylor, comes the first in-depth examination 
of Solidarity—not just as a rallying cry, but as potent polit-
ical movement with potential to effect lasting change.

“Reads at once like a moral treatise and a rallying mani-
festo, a call to reflect and lock arms . . . but there’s 
something else humming under the surface, more philo-
sophical ideas pointing the way to the deep humanity 
implicit in our interdependence.”—The Washington Post

Theme: Social Action

Social Media: 
Instagram: @malcolmstravels1
X: @Lhunthendrix, @astradisastra

Ten Speed Graphic | TR 
978-1-9848-6243-3 | 128 pp. 
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9781984862457

Also available: On Tyranny Graphic 
Edition: Twenty Lessons from the 
Twentieth Century 9781984859150

Diaries of War
Two Visual Accounts from Ukraine and Russia 
[A Graphic Novel History]
Nora Krug

This powerful work of graphic journalism highlights the 
contrasting realities of a Ukrainian journalist and a Russian 
artist grappling with their own individual experiences of 
Russia’s war on Ukraine—collected, edited, and illustrated 
by award-winning author Nora Krug. Published as an 
Op-Comic series with the Los Angeles Times, with a portion 
of the entries unique to this book, Diaries of War is a 
harrowing real-time record of an international conflict that 
continues to devastate countless lives.

Theme: Resilience / Perseverance

Website: nora-krug.com
Social Media: Instagram: @norakrug

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Yavapai College

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-80147-5 
336 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593801482

Empty Vessel
The Story of the Global Economy in One Barge
Ian Kumekawa

The rise of globalization and financialization as seen from 
a barge—one Swedish barge, to be exact, built in 1979.

“In the astonishing trajectory of a humble barge, Empty 
Vessel delivers an ambitious history of the global 
economy, linking everything from oil-drilling and offshore 
finance to military deployments and mass incarceration. 
I’ve rarely read a book that so deftly entwines a single, 
accessible story with the broad forces of globalization.”
—Maya Jasanoff, author of The Dawn Watch

Theme: Being Connected

Website: iankumekawa.com
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Penguin Books | TR 
978-0-593-65298-5 | 320 pp. 
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593652978

Democracy Awakening
Notes on the State of America
Heather Cox Richardson

Historian Heather Cox Richardson explains how a small 
group of wealthy people have made war on American 
ideals. She argues that taking our country back starts by 
remembering the elements of the nation’s true history that 
marginalized Americans have always upheld. 

“Heather Richardson explores the raging (in every sense of 
the word) political, cultural, and social forces that an elite 
minority has fostered to divide Americans, erode democ-
racy, and rise to power.”—Joanne Freeman, Professor of 
History at Yale University and author of Field of BloodTheme: Social Action

Website: 
linktr.ee/heathercoxrichardson
Social Media: 
Instagram: @heathercoxrichardson
X: @HC_Richardson

Viking | HC | 978-0-593-49194-2 
272 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593491959

Good Reasonable People
The Psychology Behind America’s Dangerous Divide
Keith Payne

There has been much written about the impact of polariza-
tion on elections, political parties, and policy outcomes. 
But Keith Payne’s goal is more personal: to focus on what 
our divisions mean for us as individuals, as families, and as 
communities. This book is about how ordinary people think 
about politics, why talking about it is so hard, and how we 
can begin to mend the personal bonds that are fraying for 
so many of us.

Theme: Being Connected

Website: bkpayne.web.unc.edu
Social Media: X: @bkeithpayne
Video: prhlink.com/KeithPayne

Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-46799-2 
352 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780593316894

Making It in America
The Almost Impossible Quest to Manufacture 
in the U.S.A. (And How It Got That Way)
Rachel Slade

A moving and eye-opening look at the story of manufac-
turing in America, whether it can ever successfully return to 
our shores, and why our nation depends on it—told through 
the experience of one young couple in Maine as they 
attempt to rebuild a lost industry, ethically.

“Slade tells a story of trade, globalization, capital, labor 
and the political choices that have led to American 
manufacturing’s decline, and makes an impassioned 
case for its return.”—The New York TimesTheme: Innovation

Website: rachelslade.net 
Social Media: 
Instagram: @rachelmslade

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-32124-9 
224 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593321256

The Age of Extraction
How Tech Platforms Conquered the Economy 
and Threaten Our Future Prosperity
Tim Wu
Tim Wu explores how today’s dominant platforms manipulate
attention, extract wealth, and deepen inequality—urging 
us to recognize their influence and reclaim control to 
create a balanced economy that works for all.
“A must-read. This is a book for anyone—from senator to 
student—who seeks to understand our digital economy 
and why we need common sense rules of the road.”
—Senator Amy Klobuchar

Theme: Ethics

Website: timwu.org
Social Media: X: @superwuster

FYR26 Int 250827a.indd   37 9/3/25   5:25 PM



38 First-Year & Common Reading  2026

CURRENT EVENTS

Power Metal
The Race for the Resources 
That Will Shape the Future
Vince Beiser
Riverhead Books | HC 
978-0-593-54170-8 | 272 pp. 
$32.00 / $42.00 Can.
EB: 9780593541722

Trapped in the 
Present Tense
Meditations on American Memory
Colette Brooks
Counterpoint | TR | 978-1-64009-563-2 
240 pp. | $16.95 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9781640093331

99% Perspiration
A New Working History 
of the American Way of Life
Adam Chandler
Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-70057-0 
304 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780593700587

Free and Equal
A Manifesto for a Just Society
Daniel Chandler
Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-68753-6 
432 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593801697

A Map Is Only One Story
Twenty Writers on Immigration, 
Family, and the Meaning of Home
Nicole Chung
Catapult | TR | 978-1-948226-78-3 
240 pp. | $16.95 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9781948226790

Three or More Is a Riot
Notes on How We Got Here: 
2012-Present
Jelani Cobb
One World | HC | 978-0-593-97820-7 
448 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.
EB: 9780593978214

Dear Freedom Writer
Stories of Hardship and Hope 
from the Next Generation
The Freedom Writers with Erin 
Gruwell
Crown | TR | 978-0-593-23986-5 
448 pp. | $18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9780593239872

Tales of Two Americas
Stories of Inequality 
in a Divided Nation
Edited by John Freeman
Penguin Books | TR | 978-0-14-313103-8 
352 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9781524704827

The Bill of Obligations
The Ten Habits of Good Citizens
Richard Haass
Penguin Books | TR 
978-0-525-56067-8 | 240 pp. 
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780525560661

Making Americans
Stories of Historic Struggles, 
New Ideas, and Inspiration 
in Immigrant Education
Jessica Lander
Beacon Press | TR | 978-0-8070-1335-9 
376 pp. | $19.95 / $25.95 Can.
EB: 9780807006665

On Disinformation
How to Fight for Truth 
and Protect Democracy
Lee McIntyre
The MIT Press | TR 
978-0-262-54630-0 | 184 pp. 
$14.95 / $19.95 Can.
EB: 9780262375597

Attack from Within
How Disinformation 
is Sabotaging America
Barbara McQuade
Seven Stories Press | TR 
978-1-64421-475-6 | 416 pp. 
$22.95 / $29.95 Can.
EB: 9781644213643

Righting Wrongs
Three Decades on the Front Lines 
Battling Abusive Governments
Kenneth Roth
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-80132-1 
448 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593801338

How to Feed the World
The History and Future of Food
Vaclav Smil
Viking | HC | 978-0-593-83451-0 
272 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593834527

On Freedom
Timothy Snyder
Crown | TR | 978-0-593-72874-1 
384 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593728734

The Undocumented 
Americans
Karla Cornejo Villavicencio
One World | TR | 978-0-399-59270-6 
208 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780399592690

FYR26 Int 250827a.indd   38 9/3/25   5:25 PM



To request examination copies, visit prhlink.com/FYR26Form 39

ENVIRONMENT

Astra House | HC | 978-1-66260-316-7 
336 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9781662603174

Forthcoming November 2025

Another Bone-Swapping Event
Brad Fox

Brad Fox takes us on a wild exploration of plants and 
people, imagination and matter, over an unexpected year-
long waylay in the high jungle of northeastern Peru.

“Brad Fox has traveled to the center of many worlds and 
here records a visit to the ‘passionate nada’ in his 
disarming, beautifully natural style. Stranded in a 
powerful landscape, a clear voice renders human situa-
tions in elegant sentences that build to animate profound 
heartache and self-discovery.”—Eugene Lim, author of 
Search History

Theme: The Natural World

Website: bradfox.org
Social Media: 
Instagram: @bradfoks

Ten Speed Graphic | HC 
978-1-9848-6249-5 | 208 pp. 
$24.99 / $33.99 Can.

EB: 9781984862501

Advocate
A Graphic Memoir of Family, Community, 
and the Fight for Environmental Justice
Eddie Ahn

A moving graphic memoir following Eddie Ahn, an environ-
mental justice lawyer and activist striving to serve diverse 
communities in San Francisco amidst environmental 
catastrophes, an accelerating tide of racial and economic 
inequality, burnout, and his family’s expectations.

“From a childhood gleaning his Korean family’s history to 
life as a lawyer, community advocate and self-taught 
artist, Ahn presents his path in sharp, tinted panels.”—The 
New York Times Book ReviewTheme: Social Action

Website: ehacomics.com/about
Social Media: 
Instagram: @ehacomics
X: @EddieAhn

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Molloy University

Dutton | TR | 978-0-525-55524-7 
336 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780525555223

The Anthropocene Reviewed
Essays on a Human-Centered Planet
John Green

The Anthropocene is the current geologic age, in which 
humans have profoundly reshaped the planet and its biodi-
versity. In this remarkable symphony of essays adapted and 
expanded from his groundbreaking podcast, John Green 
reviews different facets of the human-centered planet on a 
five-star scale—from the QWERTY keyboard and sunsets to 
Canada geese and Penguins of Madagascar.

“What Green is really telling us with these unexpected 
stories . . . is how much there is to love in the world and 
why that love is worth the effort.”—NPRTheme: Being Connected

Website: johngreenbooks.com
Social Media: X: @johngreen
Instagram: @johngreenwritesbooks

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Georgian Court University; Lansing 
Community College; Madisonvolle 
Community College; Montcalm 
Community College; Nevada State 
University; Sam Houston State 
University; University of Idaho; 
University of Kansas; University of 
Mississippi; University of Toledo; 
and many more

Viking | HC | 978-0-593-65428-6 
288 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593654293

The Ocean’s Menagerie
How Earth’s Strangest Creatures Reshape the Rules of Life
Drew Harvell

In The Ocean’s Menagerie, world-renowned marine ecolo-
gist Dr. Drew Harvell explores the cutting edge science of 
the strangest and most remarkable creatures on our planet. 

“The Ocean’s Menagerie has unforgettable lessons that 
mix science, wonder, and a deep love for life beneath the 
water’s edge.”—Nick Pyenson, author of Spying on Whales

Theme:

Website: drewharvell.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @DrewHarvell
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The Story of More
How We Got to Climate Change 
and Where to Go from Here
Hope Jahren

Hope Jahren illuminates the link between human habits 
and our imperiled planet. At once an explainer on the 
mechanisms of global change and a lively, personal narra-
tive given in Jahren’s inimitable voice, The Story of More is 
the essential pocket primer on climate change.

“Hope Jahren asks the central question of our time: how 
can we learn to live on a fi nite planet? . . . thoughtful, infor-
mative, and—above all—essential.”—Elizabeth Kolbert, 
author of The Sixth ExtinctionTheme: Climate Change

Vintage | TR | 978-0-525-56338-9 
224 pp. | $18.00

EB: 9780525563396

Website: 
hopejahrensurecanwrite.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @realhopejahren

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Appalachian State University; 
Northwestern University; University 
of South Carolina Upstate

Crown | HC | 979-8-217-08606-1 
320 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9798217086078

Also available: Under a White Sky: The 
Nature of the Future 9780593136287

Life on a Little-Known Planet
Dispatches from a Changing World
Elizabeth Kolbert

An intrepid reporter and a skillful translator of scientifi c 
ideas, Pulitzer Prize winner Elizabeth Kolbert expertly 
captures the wonders of nature and paints vivid portraits 
of the researchers and concerned citizens working to 
preserve them. Collected in Life on a Little-Known Planet
are her most infl uential and thought-provoking essays.

Theme: Climate Change

Website: elizabethkolbert.com
Social Media: X: ElizKolbert
Video: prhlink.com/kolbertvideo

Sometimes the bravest thing we can do while facing an existential crisis is 
imagine life on the other side. This provocative and joyous book maps an 

inspiring landscape of possible climate futures.

Through clear-eyed essays and vibrant conversations, infused with data, poetry, 
and art, Ayana Elizabeth Johnson guides us through solutions and possibilities at 
the nexus of science, policy, culture, and justice. Visionary farmers and fi nanciers, 
architects and advocates, help us conjure a fl ourishing future, one worth the 
effort it will take—from every one of us, with whatever we have to offer—to create.

On imagination, possibility, and transformation with Paola Antonelli • Xiye 
Bastida & Ayisha Siddiqa • Jade Begay • Régine Clément • Abigail Dillen • Brian 
Donahue • Kelly Sims Gallagher • Rhiana Gunn-Wright • K. Corley Kenna • Bryan 
C. Lee Jr. & Kate Orff • Franklin Leonard & Adam McKay • Bill McKibben • Kate 
Marvel • Samantha Montano • Leah Penniman • Colette Pichon Battle • Kendra 
Pierre-Louis • Judith D. Schwartz • Jigar Shah • Bren Smith • Oana Stănescu • 
Mustafa Suleyman

Theme: Social Action 

One World | HC | 978-0-593-22936-1
496 pp. | $34.00 / $45.00 Can.

EB: 9780593229378

Also available: All We Can Save: Truth, Courage, and 
Solutions for the Climate Crisis 9780593237083

What If We Get It Right?
Visions of Climate Futures
Ayana Elizabeth Johnson

C. Lee Jr. & Kate Orff • Franklin Leonard & Adam McKay • Bill McKibben • Kate 
Marvel • Samantha Montano • Leah Penniman • Colette Pichon Battle • Kendra 
Pierre-Louis • Judith D. Schwartz • Jigar Shah • Bren Smith • Oana Stănescu • 

Website: ayanaelizabeth.com
Social Media: Instagram: @ayanaeliza
X: @ayanaeliza
Video: prhlink.com/aejvideo

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Haverford College; State University 
of New York College at Geneseo
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The MIT Press | TR 
978-0-262-54830-4 | 376 pp. 
$24.95 / $33.95 Can.

EB: 9780262373845

Design for a Better World
Meaningful, Sustainable, Humanity Centered
Don Norman

The world is a mess. Our dire predicament, from collapsing 
social structures to the climate crisis, has been millennia in 
the making and can be traced back to the erroneous belief 
that the earth’s resources are infi nite. The key to change, 
says Don Norman, is human behavior, covered in the 
book’s three major themes: meaning, sustainability, and 
humanity-centeredness. Design for a Better World presents 
an eye-opening diagnosis of where we’ve gone wrong and 
a clear prescription for making things better. 

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: jnd.org
Social Media: Instagram and X:
@jnd1er

Dutton | HC | 978-0-593-18652-7 
288 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593186534

Ends of the Earth
Journeys to the Polar Regions in Search of Life, 
the Cosmos, and Our Future
Neil Shubin

Renowned scientist Neil Shubin has made extraordinary 
discoveries by leading scientifi c expeditions to the 
sweeping ice landscapes of the Arctic and Antarctic. Ends 
of the Earth blends travel writing, science, and history as 
Shubin shares unforgettable moments from centuries of 
expeditions to reveal just how far scientists will go to 
understand polar regions. In the end, what happens at the 
poles does not stay in the poles—the ends of the earth offer 
profound stories that will forever change our view of life 
and the entire planet.Theme: The Natural World

Social Media: 
Instagram: @neil_shubin
X: @NeilShubin
Video: prhlink.com/Shubin

The bestselling author of The World Without Us returns with a book ten years 
in the making: a study of what it means to be a human on the front lines of 

our planet’s existential crisis. Hope Dies Last is a literary evocation of our current 
predicament and the core resolve of our species against the most precarious 
odds we have ever faced. 

Weisman traveled the globe, witnessing climate upheaval and other devastations, 
and meeting the people striving to mitigate and undo our past transgressions. 
He profi les the innovations of big thinkers—engineers, scientists, conservationists, 
economists, architects, and artists—as they conjure wildly creative, imaginative 
responses to an uncertain, ominous future. 

Hope Dies Last fi lls a crucial gap in the global conversation: Having reached a 
point of no return in our climate confrontation, how do we feel, behave, act, plan, 
and dream as we approach a future decidedly different from what we had expected?

”Alan Weisman takes us on a global journey to witness both humanity’s impact 
on our planet and our extraordinary resilience in the face of environmental 
crisis.”—Neil Shubin, author of the national bestseller Your Inner Fish and Ends 
of the EarthTheme: Climate Change 

Dutton | HC | 978-1-5247-4669-8 
512 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9781524746711

Hope Dies Last
Visionary People Across the World, Fighting to Find Us a Future
Alan Weisman

point of no return in our climate confrontation, how do we feel, behave, act, plan, 
and dream as we approach a future decidedly different from what we had expected?

”Alan Weisman takes us on a global journey to witness both humanity’s impact 
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Unraveled
The Life and Death of a Garment
Maxine Bédat
Portfolio | HC | 978-0-593-08597-4 
336 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593085981

No Country for 
Eight-Spot Butterflies
A Lyric Essay
Julian Aguon
Astra House | HC | 978-1-66260-163-7 
128 pp. | $23.00 / $30.00 Can.
EB: 9781662601644

Life on the Rocks
Building a Future for Coral Reefs
Juli Berwald
Riverhead Books | TR 
978-0-593-08731-2 | 352 pp. 
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593087329

Better Living 
Through Birding
Notes from a Black Man 
in the Natural World
Christian Cooper
Random House | TR 
978-0-593-24240-7 | 304 pp. 
$19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593242391

Desert Notebooks
A Road Map for the End of Time
Ben Ehrenreich
Counterpoint | TR | 978-1-64009-471-0 
336 pp. | $16.95 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9781640093546

Pig Years
Ellyn Gaydos
Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-31261-2 
240 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593318966

As Long as Grass Grows
The Indigenous Fight for 
Environmental Justice, from 
Colonization to Standing Rock
Dina Gilio-Whitaker
Beacon Press | TR 
978-0-8070-2836-0 | 224 pp. 
$17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780807073797

Total Garbage
How We Can Fix Our Waste 
and Heal Our World
Edward Humes
Avery | TR | 978-0-593-54337-5 
288 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593543382

All We Can Save
Truth, Courage, and Solutions 
for the Climate Crisis
Edited by Ayana Elizabeth 
Johnson & Katharine K. 
Wilkinson
One World | TR | 978-0-593-23708-3 
448 pp. | $21.00 / $28.00 Can.
EB: 9780593237076

Under a White Sky
The Nature of the Future
Elizabeth Kolbert
Crown | TR | 978-0-593-13628-7 
272 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593136294

Paradise Falls
A Deadly Secret, a Cover-Up, 
and the Women Who Forged the 
Modern Environmental Movement
Keith O’Brien
Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-31209-4 
496 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593318447

Trace
Memory, History, Race, 
and the American Landscape
Lauret Savoy
Counterpoint | TR | 978-1-61902-825-8 
240 pp. | $16.95 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9781619026681

Finding the Mother Tree
Discovering the Wisdom 
of the Forest
Suzanne Simard
Vintage | TR | 978-0-525-56599-4 
384 pp. | $18.00
EB: 9780525656104

Valley So Low
One Lawyer’s Fight for Justice 
in the Wake of America’s 
Great Coal Catastrophe
Jared Sullivan
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-32111-9 
384 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593321126

The Climate Book
The Facts and the Solutions
Greta Thunberg
Penguin Books | TR 
978-0-593-49232-1 | 464 pp. 
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593492314

The Uninhabitable Earth
Life After Warming
David Wallace-Wells
Crown | TR | 978-0-525-57671-6 
384 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780525576723
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Crown | HC | 978-1-5247-6009-0 
320 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9781524760113

They Poisoned the World
Life and Death in the Age of Forever Chemicals
Mariah Blake

Drawing on years of on-the-ground reporting and tens of 
thousands of documents, They Poisoned the World is a 
landmark investigation of the chemical industry’s 
decades-long campaign to hide the dangers of forever 
chemicals, told through the story of a small town on the 
frontlines of an epic public health crisis.

“Blake’s deft chronicle of one of the greatest moral 
scandals of our time [is] a book that none of us can afford 
to miss.”—The Washington Post

Theme: Social Action

Social Media: 
Instagram: @mariahcblake
X: @MariahCBlake

Beacon Press | HC 
978-0-8070-2016-6 | 208 pp. 
$27.95 / $36.95 Can.

EB: 9780807020197

Treating Violence
An Emergency Room Doctor Takes On 
a Deadly American Epidemic
Rob Gore, MD

The inspiring story of a Black doctor who was deeply 
affected by the violence that plagued his Brooklyn child-
hood and later dedicated himself to addressing trauma 
and violence as public health issues. The people he intro-
duces us to in these pages are not merely victims, but 
often advocates, paving the way for eliminating the 
epidemic of violence in our country.

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: linktr.ee/drrob_gore
Social Media: 
Instagram: @siriema22
X: @DrRobGore

In 2019, acclaimed author John Green met Henry Reider, a young tuberculosis 
patient at Lakka Government Hospital in Sierra Leone. John be came fast 

friends with Henry, a boy with spindly legs and a big, goofy smile. In the years 
since that fi rst visit to Lakka, Green has become a vocal advocate for increased 
access to treatment and wider awareness of the healthcare inequi ties that allow 
this curable, preventable infec tious disease to also be the deadliest, killing over 
a million people every year.

In Everything Is Tuberculosis, John tells Henry’s story, woven through with the 
scientifi c and social histories of how tuberculosis has shaped our world—and 
how our choices will shape the future of tuberculosis.

“[D]esigned to help people engage with the broader world and to care for each 
other.”—NPR.org 

“A quintessential John Green book: one that grapples with the issue of mortality 
and our confl icting desires to both help and hurt one another, all within the 
backdrop of the coming of age of a young man.”–Slate

Theme: Social Action 

Crash Course Books | HC | 978-0-525-55657-2 
208 pp. | $28.00 / $38.00 Can.

EB: 9781101592410

Everything Is Tuberculosis
The History and Persistence of Our Deadliest Infection
John Green

other.”—NPR.org 

“A quintessential John Green book: one that grapples with the issue of mortality 
and our confl icting desires to both help and hurt one another, all within the 

Website: johngreenbooks.com 
Social Media: X: @johngreen
Instagram: @johngreenwritesbooks

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Oakland University, Indiana 
University School of Medicine
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The Poison Squad
One Chemist’s Single-Minded 
Crusade for Food Safety at the 
Turn of the Twentieth Century
Deborah Blum
Penguin Books | TR | 978-0-14-311112-2 
352 pp. | $18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9780525560289

Planning Miracles
How to Prevent Future Pandemics
Jon Cohen
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-32122-5 
448 pp. | $35.00 / $48.00 Can.
EB: 9780593321232

The Biology of Kindness
Six Daily Choices for Health, 
Well-Being, and Longevity
Immaculata De Vivo and Daniel 
Lumera; Translated by Fabio De Vivo
The MIT Press | TR 
978-0-262-54765-9 | 264 pp. 
$24.95 / $33.95 Can.
EB: 9780262378185

The Anxious Generation
How the Great Rewiring of 
Childhood Is Causing an 
Epidemic of Mental Illness
Jonathan Haidt
Penguin Press | HC 
978-0-593-65503-0 | 400 pp. 
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593655047

The Sirens’ Call
How Attention Became the World’s 
Most Endangered Resource
Chris Hayes
Penguin Press | HC 
978-0-593-65311-1 | 336 pp. 
$32.00 / $42.00 Can.
EB: 9780593653128

The Emergency
A Year of Healing and Heartbreak 
in a Chicago ER
Thomas Fisher
One World | TR | 978-0-593-23069-5 
288 pp. | $18.99 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593230688

Rescue Party
A Graphic Anthology 
of COVID Lockdown
Edited by Gabe Fowler
Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-31680-1 
192 pp. | $25.00 / $34.00 Can.
EB: 9780593316818

What the Eyes Don’t See
A Story of Crisis, Resistance, 
and Hope in an American City
Mona Hanna-Attisha
One World | TR | 978-0-399-59085-6 
384 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780399590849

The Beauty in Breaking
A Memoir
Michele Harper
Riverhead Books | TR 
978-0-525-53739-7 | 304 pp. 
$17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780525537403

When Breath Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi
Random House | HC 
978-0-8129-8840-6 | 256 pp. 
$27.00 / $37.00 Can.
EB: 9780812988413

Rough Sleepers
Dr. Jim O’Connell’s Urgent 
Mission to Bring Healing to 
Homeless People
Tracy Kidder
Random House | TR 
978-1-9848-0145-6 | 320 pp. 
$22.00 / $29.99 Can.
EB: 9781984801449

Undue Burden
Life and Death Decisions 
in Post-Roe America
Shefali Luthra
Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-68533-4 
368 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780385550093

Together in a 
Sudden Strangeness
America’s Poets Respond 
to the Pandemic
Edited by Alice Quinn
Knopf | TR | 978-1-5247-1191-7 | 208 pp. 
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593318713

The Black Angels
The Untold Story of the Nurses 
Who Helped Cure Tuberculosis
Maria Smilios
G.P. Putnam’s Sons | HC 
978-0-593-54492-1 | 448 pp. 
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593544938

The Plague Year
America in the Time of Covid
Lawrence Wright
Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-31513-2 
416 pp. | $18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9780593320730

Under the Skin
The Hidden Toll of Racism 
on American Lives 
(Pulitzer Prize Finalist)
Linda Villarosa
Vintage | TR | 978-0-525-56622-9 
288 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780385544894
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Random House | TR 
978-0-593-12974-6 | 336 pp. 
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593129739

Our Moon
How Earth’s Celestial Companion Transformed the Planet, 
Guided Evolution, and Made Us Who We Are
Rebecca Boyle

Acclaimed journalist Rebecca Boyle takes readers on a 
dazzling tour to reveal the intimate role that our 4.51-billion-
year-old companion has played in our biological and 
cultural evolution. As governments and billionaires aim to 
turn a profi t from its resources, Boyle shows us that the 
Moon belongs to everybody, and nobody at all.

Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Science and Technology; 
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Nonfi ction

Theme: The Natural World

Website: rebeccaboyle.com
Social Media: 
Instagram: @by.rebecca.boyle
X: @rboyle31

Melville House | TR 
978-1-68589-197-8 | 256 pp. 
$19.99 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9781685891985

Forthcoming November 2025

The Body Digital
A Brief History of Humans and Machines
from Cuckoo Clocks to ChatGPT
Vanessa Chang

In this wide-ranging and fascinating study, Vanessa Chang 
takes us on a historical tour of the interactions between 
our bodies and machines, showing that the advent of new 
technologies has always been met with varied reactions, 
from misplaced fear to tragic over-optimism. The result is 
cultural critique of the highest order and a profound 
demonstration of the eternal truth that in order to under-
stand the future, we must look to the past.

Theme: Innovation

Website: vanessa-chang.com

Website: etymologynerd.com
Social Media: Instagram: @etymologynerd    TikTok: @etymologynerd
Video: prhlink.com/adamaleksicvideo

F rom linguist Adam Aleksic, known as @etymologynerd on social media, 
comes a captivating exploration of how internet algorithms are transforming 

language and communication in unprecedented ways.

As Aleksic uses original surveys, data, and internet archival research to usher us 
through this new linguistic landscape, he also illuminates how communication 
is changing in both familiar and unexpected ways. From our use of emojis to 
sentence structure to the ways younger generations talk about sex and death 
(see unalive in English and desvivirse in Spanish), we are in a brand-new world, 
one shaped by algorithms and technology. Algospeak is an energetic, astonishing 
journey into language, the internet, and what this intersection means for all of us.

“Packed with fascinating facts, of-the-moment observations, and a sparkling 
voice, Algospeak is a gift to any word nerd. Deftly covering everything from 
emoji etymologies and trendbait to Taylor Swift fanilects, incel slang, and the 
true origins of ‘cool’ words, Adam Aleksic is the wise, yet accessible internet 
linguistics oracle we need.”—Amanda Montell, author of The Age of Magical 
Overthinking and Cultish

Theme: Being Connected 

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-80407-0 
256 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593804087

Algospeak
How Social Media Is Transforming the Future of Language
Adam Aleksic

voice, 
emoji etymologies and trendbait to Taylor Swift fanilects, incel slang, and the 
true origins of ‘cool’ words, Adam Aleksic is the wise, yet accessible internet 
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The MIT Press | HC 
978-0-262-05097-5 | 216 pp. 
$29.95 / $39.95 Can.

EB: 9780262385244

Technology for Good
How Nonprofi t Leaders Are Using Software and Data 
to Solve Our Most Pressing Social Problems
Jim Fruchterman

The accepted wisdom in big business is that the only 
worthy ideas are ones that make a lot of money, preferably 
billions. But Jim Fruchterman believes there is a different 
path for technology. What if tech returned to its roots and 
made people more effective and powerful? In Technology 
for Good, Fruchterman explores that question and delivers 
a comprehensive how-to guide to using technology for 
positibe social change. 

Theme: Innovation

Website: techmatters.org
Social Media: Instagram and X:
@JimFruchterman

Vintage | TR | 978-0-593-68527-3 
224 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593685266

Sharks Don’t Sink
Adventures of a Rogue Shark Scientist
Jasmin Graham

The uplifting story of a young Black scientist’s challenging 
journey to fl ourish outside the traditional confi nes of 
academia, inspired by her innate connection to nature’s 
most misunderstood animal—the shark.

“Jasmin Graham has that winning combination of talent 
and grit needed to excel as a scientist. Every girl who wants 
to be a marine biologist should have this book.”—Hope 
Jahren, author of Lab Girl and The Story of More

Theme: African American Voices
and Stories

Website: learningwithjasmin.org
Social Media: 
X: @Elasmo_Gal & @MISS_Elasmo; 
Instagram: @miss_elasmo

Website: thedecisionlab.com
Video: prhlink.com/gerdgigerenzer

Doomsday prophets of technology predict that robots will take over the world, 
leaving humans behind in the dust. Tech industry boosters think replacing 

people with software might make the world a better place—while tech industry 
critics warn darkly about surveillance capitalism. Despite their differing views of 
the future, they all seem to agree: machines will soon do everything better than 
humans. In How to Stay Smart in a Smart World, Gerd Gigerenzer shows why 
that’s not true, and tells us how we can stay in charge in a world populated by 
algorithms.

Machines powered by artifi cial intelligence are good at some things (playing 
chess), but not others (life-and-death decisions, or anything involving uncer-
tainty). Gigerenzer explains why algorithms often fail at fi nding us romantic 
partners (love is not chess), why self-driving cars fall prey to the Russian Tank 
Fallacy, and how judges and police rely increasingly on nontransparent “black 
box” algorithms to predict whether a criminal defendant will reoffend or show up 
in court. He invokes Black Mirror, considers the privacy paradox (people want 
privacy but give their data away), and explains that social media get us hooked 
by programming intermittent reinforcement in the form of the “like” button. We 
shouldn’t trust smart technology unconditionally, Gigerenzer tells us, but we 
shouldn’t fear it unthinkingly, either.

Theme: Life Skills 

The MIT Press | TR | 978-0-262-54844-1 
320 pp. | $26.95 / $35.95 Can.

EB: 9780262370042

How to Stay Smart in a Smart World
Why Human Intelligence Still Beats Algorithms
Gerd Gigerenzer

partners (love is not chess), why self-driving cars fall prey to the Russian Tank 
Fallacy, and how judges and police rely increasingly on nontransparent “black 
box” algorithms to predict whether a criminal defendant will reoffend or show up 
in court. He invokes Black Mirror, considers the privacy paradox (people want 
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Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-70152-2 
352 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593701539

Searches
Selfhood in the Digital Age
Vauhini Vara

From the author of The Immortal King Rao, finalist for the 
Pulitzer Prize, a personal exploration of how technology 
companies have both fulfilled and exploited the human 
desire for understanding and connection.

“I cannot imagine a better guide through the infuriating, 
labyrinthine underworld of technology than Vauhini Vara.”
—Carmen Maria Machado, author of In the Dream House

“Smart, funny, honest.”—The New Yorker

“Seamless blend of personal narrative and systemic critique.”
—The Atlantic

Theme: Innovation

Website: vauhinivara.com

Crown Currency | TR 
978-0-593-23831-8 | 496 pp. 
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593238301

AI 2041
Ten Visions for Our Future
Kai-Fu Lee and Chen Qiufan

Kai-Fu Lee, the former president of Google China and 
bestselling author of AI Superpowers, teams up with cele-
brated novelist Chen Qiufan to imagine our world in 2041 
and how it will be shaped by AI in 10 gripping short stories. 
By gazing toward a not-so-distant horizon, AI 2041 offers 
urgent insights into our collective future—while reminding 
readers that, ultimately, humankind remains the author of 
its destiny.

Theme: Alternate Worlds:
Speculative Fiction

Social Media: 
Instagram: @kaifu_lee
X: @kaifulee

Selected for Common Reading at: 
California State University Maritime 
Academy; Springfield College

Crown | HC 
978-0-593-73551-0 | 304 pp. | $30.00

EB: 9780593735527

The Genius of Trees
How They Mastered the Elements and Shaped the World
Harriet Rix

A mind-expanding exploration of how trees have learned to 
shape our world—manipulating elements, plants, animals, 
and even humans—with agency beyond anything we 
imagined. Harriet Rix uncovers how trees actively engineer 
ecosystems and influence their surroundings with aston-
ishing ingenuity.

“A wondrous spreading canopy of a book. . . . This is science 
writing at its best—beautifully explained, brilliantly written, 
and perception-changing.”—Isabella Tree, author of Wilding

Theme: The Natural World

Social Media: 
Instagram: @harrietjennierix
X: @rix_harriet

Crown | TR | 978-0-593-59397-4 
352 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593593967

The Coming Wave
AI, Power, and Our Future
Mustafa Suleyman with Michael Bhaskar

As co-founder of the pioneering AI company DeepMind, 
part of Google, Mustafa Suleyman has been at the centre 
of the AI revolution. In The Coming Wave, Suleyman shows 
how these forces will create immense prosperity but also 
threaten the nation-state, the foundation of global order. 
This groundbreaking book from the ultimate AI insider 
establishes the task of maintaining control over powerful 
technologies as the essential challenge of our age.

Shortlisted for the Financial Times and 
Schroders Business Book of the Year AwardTheme: Innovation

Website: michaelbhaskar.com
Social Media: Instagram: 
@mustafasuleymanai, @ajaxlogos 
X: @mustafasuleyman, 
@michaelbhaskar

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Purdue University Northwest-
Calumet; Virginia Commonwealth 
University
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The Weight of Nature
How a Changing Climate 
Changes Our Brains
Clayton Page Aldern
Dutton | HC | 978-0-593-47274-3 
336 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593472767

Unmasking AI
My Mission to Protect What Is 
Human in a World of Machines
Dr. Joy Buolamwini
Random House | TR 
978-0-593-24184-4 | 336 pp. 
$22.00 / $29.99 Can.
EB: 9780593241851

Sweet and Deadly
How Coca-Cola Spreads 
Disinformation and Makes Us Sick
Murray Carpenter
The MIT Press | HC 
978-0-262-04950-4 | 344 pp. 
$29.95 / $39.95 Can.
EB: 9780262381789

Lab Girl
A Memoir
Hope Jahren
Vintage | TR | 978-1-101-87372-4 
304 pp. | $16.00
EB: 9781101874943

Sing Like Fish
How Sound Rules Life 
Under Water
Amorina Kingdon
Crown | TR | 978-0-593-44279-1 
288 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593442784

The Singularity Is Nearer
When We Merge with AI
Ray Kurzweil
Viking | HC | 978-0-399-56276-1 
432 pp. | $35.00 / $48.00 Can.
EB: 9780399562778

Co-Intelligence
Living and Working with AI
Ethan Mollick
Portfolio | HC | 978-0-593-71671-7 
256 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593716724

Starstruck
A Memoir of Astrophysics 
and Finding Light in the Dark
Sarafina El-Badry Nance
Dutton | HC | 978-0-593-18679-4 
336 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593186800

Weapons of 
Math Destruction
How Big Data Increases 
Inequality and Threatens 
Democracy
Cathy O’Neil
Crown | TR | 978-0-553-41883-5 
288 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780553418828

The Plant Hunter
A Scientist’s Quest 
for Nature’s Next Medicines
Cassandra Leah Quave
Penguin Books | TR 
978-1-9848-7913-4 | 384 pp. 
$18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9781984879127

Vanishing Treasures
A Bestiary of Extraordinary 
Endangered Creatures
Katherine Rundell
Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-55082-6 
224 pp. | $26.00 / $36.00 Can.
EB: 9780385550833

The Immortal Life 
of Henrietta Lacks
Rebecca Skloot
Crown | TR | 978-1-4000-5218-9 
400 pp. | $18.99 / $24.99 Can.
EB: 9780307589385

Eat Like a Fish
My Adventures Farming the 
Ocean to Fight Climate Change
Bren Smith
Vintage | TR | 978-1-101-97432-2 
320 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780451494559

The Shape of Wonder
How Scientists Think, 
Work, and Live
Alan Lightman and Martin Rees
Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-70202-4 
224 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780593702031

We, the Data
Human Rights in the Digital Age
Wendy H. Wong
The MIT Press | TR 
978-0-262-04857-6 | 280 pp. 
$26.95 / $35.95 Can.
EB: 9780262376389

An Immense World
How Animal Senses Reveal 
the Hidden Realms Around Us
Ed Yong
Random House | TR 
978-0-593-13325-5 | 480 pp. | $20.00
EB: 9780593133248
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Selecting the right title is only the fi rst step toward making your First-Year 
Reading program a success. We are pleased to help you with the following:

AUTHOR APPEARANCES

Interested in a speaking engagement or 
visit from an author? Our colleagues at the 
PRH Speakers Bureau can ensure your 
request is attended to quickly either during 
the evaluation process or once your book 
decision has been made.

DISCUSSION GUIDES

Looking for ways to increase student 
participation? Complimentary discussion 
guides are available for many of our titles 
and can be easily downloaded from our 
website. These are great tools for your 
instructors to use in class.

CUSTOMIZED COPIES

Want to include a letter from your dean or 
college president? Imprint the cover with a 
specialized seal? Modify the book in some 
other way? We will connect you to our 
Premium Sales Department to assist with 
your unique request. (Please note that 
custom copies are not for resale.) 

INCLUSIVE ACCESS

Our Common Reading titles are now 
eligible for use in your Inclusive Access 
program! For more information, email 
inclusiveaccess@prh.com

DESK COPIES

Ready for your Instructor copies? 
Your Higher Education Account Manager 
will support you in obtaining them 
based on your method of purchase for 
student copies.

ORDERING

Time to place your order?  We can assist 
you with your preferred method whether 
it be through your bookstore, a local 
wholesaler, or our in-house Premium 
Sales Department.

You can fi nd more resources on starting 
a Common Reading program at 
https://CommonReads.com/faq/

Questions?
Penguin Random House
1745 Broadway, New York, NY 10019
CommonReads@prh.com

For Canadian sales inquiries, please 
contact Penguin Random House Canada at 
academictype@prh.com

Supports
Your Program

The Penguin Random House Common Reading Advisory Board was launched in 2010. Comprised of your colleagues, 
the board has been instrumental in guiding our outreach to common reading programs around the country. 

2025 PRH FIRST-YEAR READING 
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Mathew Chetnik, Salem State University
Bethany Chinedu Willig, University of Wisconsin – Madison
Daniel Hill, University of Mississippi
Aileen Liu, University of California – Berkeley
Edwin Mayes, Case Western Reserve University
Paula Patch, Elon University
Katharine Pei, Washington University in St. Louis
Bernie Savarese, University of Tennessee
Dan Solworth, Northeastern University
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Knopf Doubleday 
Publishing Group
Alfred A. Knopf
Doubleday
Everyman’s Library
Pantheon
Schocken
Vintage Books

Penguin Publishing Group
Avery
Berkley 
DK 
Dutton 
The Open Field 
Penguin Books 
Penguin Classics 
Penguin Life
Penguin Press 
Plume 
Portfolio 
Putnam 
Riverhead 
Sentinel 
Signet Classics
Tarcher 
Thesis 
Tiny Reparations Books
Viking
Writer’s Digest Books

Crown Publishing Group
Clarkson Potter
Crown
Crown Currency
Storehouse Voices
Ten Speed Graphic
Ten Speed Press
Ten Speed Young Readers

Random House 
Publishing Group
Ballantine Books
Bantam
Convergent Books
Delacorte Press
Dell
Del Rey
The Dial Press
Harmony
Hogarth
Inklore
Modern Library
One World
Random House
Random House Worlds
Roc Lit 101
Rodale Books

Penguin Random House 
Christian Publishing Group
Forum Books
Image
Ink & Willow
Multnomah
WaterBrook

Penguin Random House Audio
Books on Tape
Listening Library
Penguin Audio
Random House Audio

Penguin Random House 
Publishing Services
America’s Test Kitchen
Archie Comics  
Astra Publishing House  
Beacon Press  
Berrett-Koehler  
Blue Star Press  
Candlewick Press  
Catapult  
Charlesbridge
Crooked Lane  
Dark Horse Comics  
DC Comics
Disney Worldwide Publishing
DSTLRY 
Eaglemoss  
Good Night Books 
Hatherleigh Press  
Hay House  
Hearst Home Books
Highlights Press  
IDW Publishing   
Kensington Publishing
Kingston Imperial
Kodansha Comics  

Kodansha USA  
The Library of America  
Marvel  
Melville House Publishing  
MIT Press  
New York Review Books  
No Starch Press
Nobrow   
North Atlantic Books
Other Press  
Parallax Press  
Prestel Publishing  
PRH Canada  
Quirk Books  
Rizzoli  
Sasquatch Books
Search Press  
Seven Seas  
Seven Stories Press   
Shambhala Publications, Inc  
Smithsonian Books
Soho Press
Square Enix  
Steerforth Press  
Tiger Tales  
Titan Books
TokyoPop Inc  
Verso  
Victory Belt  
Watkins Media  
Wattpad WEBTOON Studios, Inc.
Zando

1745 Broadway
New York, NY 10019
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