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FEATURING NEW BOOKS in a variety of  
themes and subjects, our monthly Common 
Reading newsletter is an excellent way  
to keep up to date with the latest releases 
from Penguin Random House.
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PRHHigherEd.com/subscribe
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What Students Are Reading
The following titles were among the most frequently selected titles from Penguin Random 
House divisions for Common Reads over the last few years. For a much more extensive and 
detailed view of Common Reading adoptions, visit our website, CommonReads.com, 
and view our What Students Will Be Reading: Campus Common Reading Roundup  
blogpost to look at what books were selected by colleges and universities across the country.      
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All We Can Save
Edited by  

Ayana Elizabeth Johnson 
& Katharine K. Wilkinson

9780593237083

Callings
Dave Isay

9780143110071

Crying in H Mart
Michelle Zauner

9781984898951

Disability Visibility
Alice Wong

9781984899422

Just Mercy
Bryan Stevenson

9780812984965

Klara and the Sun
Kazuo Ishiguro
9780593311295

The Moth Presents:  
All These Wonders

Edited by Catherine Burns
9781101904404

On Earth We’re  
Briefly Gorgeous

Ocean Vuong
9780525562047

Solito
Javier Zamora

9780593498088

Tell Me Who You Are
Winona Guo

9780593330173

They Called Us Enemy
George Takei

9781603094504

What the Eyes  
Don’t See

Mona Hanna-Attisha
9780399590856
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Selected for Common Reading at: 
University of Massachusetts Medical 
School

Website: ucheblackstock.com 
Social Media: @uche_blackstock

G rowing up in Brooklyn, New York, it never occurred to Uché Blackstock and 
her twin sister, Oni, that they would be anything but physicians. In the 1980s, 

their mother headed an organization of Black women physicians, and for years 
the girls watched these fiercely intelligent women in white coats tend to their 
patients and neighbors, host community health fairs, cure ills, and save lives. 
What Dr. Uché Blackstock did not understand as a child—or learn about at Har-
vard Medical School, where she and her sister had followed in their mother’s 
footsteps, making them the first Black mother-daughter legacies from the 
school—were the profound and long-standing systemic inequities that mean 
just 2 percent of all US physicians today are Black women; the racist practices 
and policies that ensure Black Americans have far worse health outcomes than 
any other group in the country; and the flawed system that endangers the 
well-being of communities like theirs.

At once a searing indictment of our healthcare system, a generational family 
memoir, and a call to action, Legacy is Dr. Blackstock’s odyssey from child to 
medical student to practicing physician—to finally seizing her own power as a 
health equity advocate against the backdrop of the pandemic and the Black 
Lives Matter movement.

Theme: African American Voices and Stories

Viking | HC | 978-0-593-49128-7  
304 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593491294

Legacy
A Black Physician Reckons with Racism in Medicine
Uché Blackstock

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Colgate University; Menlo College; 
University of California, Los Angeles 
School of Medicine; and University of 
Maryland

Website: endpovertyusa.org 
Video: prhlink.com/desmondvideo 
Twitter: @just_shelter

In this landmark book, acclaimed sociologist Matthew Desmond draws on 
history, research, and original reporting to show how affluent Americans 

knowingly and unknowingly keep poor people poor. 

Elegantly written and fiercely argued, this compassionate book gives us new 
ways of thinking about a morally urgent problem. It also helps us imagine solu-
tions. Desmond builds a startlingly original and ambitious case for ending 
poverty. He calls on us all to become poverty abolitionists, engaged in a politics 
of collective belonging to usher in a new age of shared prosperity and, at last, 
true freedom.

“A data-driven manifesto that turns a critical eye on those who inflict and 
perpetuate unlivable conditions on others.”—The Boston Globe

“Urgent and accessible . . . It’s refreshing to read a work of social criticism that 
eschews the easy and often smug allure of abstraction, in favor of plainspoken 
practicality. Its moral force is a gut punch.”—The New Yorker

Longlisted for the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction

Theme: Social Action

Crown | PB | 978-0-593-23993-3  
320 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593239926

Also Available: Evicted: Poverty and Profit  
in the American City 9780553447453

Poverty, by America
Matthew Desmond

FEATURED TITLES
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Born into a “formerly untouchable manual-scavenging family in small-town 
India,” Yashica Dutt was taught from a young age to not appear “Dalit looking.” 

Although prejudice against Dalits, who compose 25 percent of the population, 
has been illegal since 1950, caste-ism in India is alive and well. Blending her per-
sonal history with extensive research and reporting, Dutt provides an incriminat-
ing analysis of caste’s influence in India over everything from entertainment to 
judicial systems and how this discrimination has carried over to US institutions.

Dutt traces how colonial British forces exploited and perpetuated a centu-
ries-old caste system, how Gandhi could have been more forceful in combatting 
prejudice, and the role played by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, whom Isabel Wilkerson 
called “the MLK of India’s caste issues” in her book Caste. Alongside her analysis, 
Dutt interweaves personal stories of learning to speak without a regional accent 
growing up and desperately using medicinal packs to try to lighten her skin.

“Coming Out as Dalit exposes the blurred lines between caste and race, for 
both are fabrications meant to preserve the power of a few and require the 
ideological purchase of the many. A beautiful and courageous book we all 
must read.”—Robin D. G. Kelley, author of Freedom DreamsTheme: Asian American and Pacific Islander 

Voices and Stories

Beacon Press | HC | 978-0-8070-4528-2  
264 pp. | $29.95 / $39.95 Can.

EB: 9780807045299

Coming Out as Dalit
A Memoir of Surviving India’s Caste System
Yashica Dutt

Website: yashicadutt.com 
Social Media: @YashicaDutt

FEATURED TITLES

Website: charlesduhigg.com 
Twitter: @cduhigg

Communication is a superpower and the best communicators understand 
that whenever we speak, we’re actually participating in one of three conver-

sations: practical (What’s this really about?), emotional (How do we feel?), and 
social (Who are we?). If you don’t know what kind of conversation you’re having, 
you’re unlikely to connect.

Supercommunicators know the importance of recognizing—and then 
matching—each kind of conversation, and how to hear the complex emotions, 
subtle negotiations, and deeply held beliefs that color so much of what we say 
and how we listen. Our experiences, our values, our emotional lives—and how we 
see ourselves, and others—shape every discussion, from who will pick up the 
kids to how we want to be treated at work.

In Supercommunicators, Charles Duhigg shows readers how to recognize these 
three conversations—and teaches us the tips and skills we need to navigate 
them more successfully.

“This is not just a riveting read about how to understand others better. It’s also 
a revealing look at how to be understood. Charles Duhigg delivers a winning 
combination of stories, studies, and guidance that might well transform the 
worst communicators you know into some of the best.”—Adam Grant, author 
of Think Again and Hidden Potential

Theme: Being Connected	

Random House | HC | 978-0-593-24391-6  
320 pp. | $30.00

EB: 9780593243930

Also Available: The Power of Habit: Why We Do 
What We Do in Life and Business 9780812981605

Supercommunicators
How to Unlock the Secret Language of Connection
Charles Duhigg
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When the enslaved Jim overhears that he is about to be sold to a man in New 
Orleans, separated from his wife and daughter forever, he decides to hide 

on nearby Jackson Island until he can formulate a plan. Meanwhile, Huck Finn 
has faked his own death to escape his violent father, recently returned to town. 
As all readers of American literature know, thus begins the dangerous and tran-
scendent journey by raft down the Mississippi River toward the elusive and 
too-often-unreliable promise of the Free States and beyond.

While many narrative set pieces of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn remain in 
place, Jim’s agency, intelligence and compassion are shown in a radically new 
light.

“Percival Everett [is] our current Great American Novelist. . . James is a master-
piece that will help redefine one of the classics of American literature, while 
also being a major achievement on its own. . . I almost cannot imagine a future 
where teachers assign The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn without also 
assigning James alongside it.”—The Chicago Tribune

“[A] careful and thought-provoking auditing of Huckleberry Finn. . . [James is] a 
kind of commentary or midrash, broadening our understanding of an 
endangered classic by bringing out the tragedy behind the comic facade. And 
that is no small thing. . . . A book like this can only be written in a spirit of engaged 
devotion. More than a correction, it’s a rescue mission.”—The Wall Street Journal

Theme: African American Voices and Stories

Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-55036-9  
320 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780385550376

James
Percival Everett

In Life on Delay, Hendrickson writes candidly about bullying, substance abuse, 
depression, isolation, and other issues stutterers like him face daily. He ex-

plores the intricate family dynamics surrounding his own stutter and revisits key 
people from his past in unguarded interviews. Readers get an over-the-shoul-
der view of his childhood; his career as a journalist, which once seemed impos-
sible; and his search for a romantic partner. Along the way, Hendrickson guides 
us through the evolution of speech therapy, the controversial quest for a “magic 
pill” to end stuttering, and the burgeoning self-help movement within the stut-
tering community. 

“Life on Delay recasts stuttering and, in doing so, challenges long-standing 
attitudes toward disability. By drawing deftly from personal experience, 
research, others’ stories and his wellspring of empathy, Hendrickson trans-
forms the disorder he avoided claiming for decades into an invitation to all of 
us to demonstrate genuine humanity. . . . This full-hearted memoir grapples 
with shame, resentment and fear as Hendrickson answers with courage and 
compassion one of the most meaningful questions in life: ‘How do you accept 
an aspect of yourself that you’re taught at such an early age to hate?’”—The 
Washington Post

Theme: Disability

Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-31283-4  
272 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.

EB: 9780593319147

Life on Delay
Making Peace with a Stutter
John Hendrickson

FEATURED TITLES

Video: prhlink.com/jhendrickson

Video: prhlink.com/peverett
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Website: edwardhumes.com 
Social Media: @edwardhumes

What happens to our trash? Why are our oceans filling with plastic? Do we 
really waste 40 percent of our food 65 percent of our energy? Waste is truly 

our biggest problem, and solving our inherent trashiness can fix our economy, 
our energy costs, our traffic jams, and help slow climate change—all while mak-
ing us healthier, happier and more prosperous. This story-driven and in-depth 
exploration of the pervasive yet hard-to-see wastefulness that permeates our 
daily lives illuminates the ways in which we’ve been duped into accepting abso-
lutely insane levels of waste as normal. Total Garbage also tells the story of indi-
viduals and communities who are finding the way back from waste, and showing 
us that our choices truly matter and make a difference.

“Our system produces waste almost as if that was its intent; but there are 
always people thinking deeper and more clearly, and their stories will help you 
see the possibilities for a very different world!”—Bill McKibben, author of The 
End of Nature

Theme: Climate Change

Avery | HC | 978-0-593-54336-8  
288 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593543382

Also available: Garbology 9781583335239

Total Garbage
How We Can Fix Our Waste and Heal Our World
Edward Humes

Sometimes the bravest thing we can do while facing an existential crisis is 
imagine life on the other side. This provocative and joyous book maps an 

inspiring landscape of possible climate futures.

Through clear-eyed essays and vibrant conversations, infused with data, poetry, 
and art, Ayana Elizabeth Johnson guides us through solutions and possibilities at 
the nexus of science, policy, culture, and justice. Visionary farmers and financiers, 
architects and advocates, help us conjure a flourishing future, one worth the 
effort it will take—from every one of us, with whatever we have to offer—to create.

With grace, humor, and humanity, Johnson invites readers to ask and answer 
this ultimate question together: What if we get it right?

On imagination, possibility, and transformation with Paola Antonelli • Xiye 
Bastida & Ayisha Siddiqa • Jade Begay • Régine Clément • Abigail Dillen • Brian 
Donahue • Kelly Sims Gallagher • Rhiana Gunn-Wright • K. Corley Kenna • Bryan 
C. Lee Jr. & Kate Orff • Franklin Leonard & Adam McKay • Bill McKibben • Kate 
Marvel • Samantha Montano • Leah Penniman • Colette Pichon Battle • Kendra 
Pierre-Louis • Judith D. Schwartz • Jigar Shah • Bren Smith • Oana Stănescu • 
Mustafa SuleymanTheme: Climate Change

One World | HC | 978-0-593-22936-1  
496 pp. | $34.00 / $45.00 Can.

EB: 9780593229378

Also Available: All We Can Save: Truth, Courage, and 
Solutions for the Climate Crisis 9780593237083

What If We Get It Right?
Visions of Climate Futures
Ayana Elizabeth Johnson

Website: ayanaelizabeth.com 
Twitter: @ayanaeliza

FEATURED TITLES
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Website: oneusefulthing.org 
Social Media: @emollick

Something new entered our world in November 2022—the first general pur-
pose AI that could pass for a human and do the kinds of creative, innovative 

work that only humans could do previously. Wharton professor Ethan Mollick 
immediately understood what ChatGPT meant: after millions of years on our 
own, humans had developed a kind of co-intelligence that could augment, or 
even replace, human thinking. Through his writing, speaking, and teaching, 
Mollick has become one of the most prominent and provocative explainers of AI, 
focusing on the practical aspects of how these new tools for thought can trans-
form our world.

In Co-Intelligence, Mollick urges us to engage with AI as co-worker, co-teacher, 
and coach. He assesses its profound impact on business and education, using 
dozens of real-time examples of AI in action. Co-Intelligence shows what it 
means to think and work together with smart machines, and why it’s imperative 
that we master that skill.

“Co-Intelligence brilliantly captures the essence of our evolving relationship 
with AI. With lucid explanations and useful examples, Mollick shows how we 
can enlist this technology’s astonishing power to build a more intelligent and 
humane future.”—Daniel H. Pink, author of Drive and A Whole New Mind

Theme: Innovation

Portfolio | HC | 978-0-593-71671-7  
256 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593716724

Co-Intelligence
Living and Working with AI
Ethan Mollick

Website: math-talk.com 
Social Media: @omowalemoses

In The White Peril, Omo Moses deftly interweaves his own life story with ex-
cerpts from both his great-grandfather’s sermons and the writings of his fa-

ther, the civil rights activist Bob Moses. The result is a powerful chorus of voices 
that spans three generations of an African American family, all shining a light on 
the Black experience, all calling fiercely for racial justice.

Omo was born in 1972 in Tanzania, where his parents had fled to escape targeted 
harassment by the US government. He did not encounter white supremacy until 
the family moved back to America. Here, he learned what it meant to be Black. 
He came of age in a Black enclave of Cambridge, Massachusetts, became a 
passionate basketball player, lived in the shadow of his father’s Civil Rights work 
but did not feel like a part of it until his college basketball career came to an 
unceremonious end. Unsure what to do next, he took up his father’s offer to go 
with him to Mississippi and teach math to Algebra Project students. Omo didn’t 
know it yet, but it was among those young people that he would find his purpose.

Theme: African American Voices and Stories

Beacon Press | HC | 978-0-8070-0482-1  
240 pp. | $29.95 / $36.95 Can.

EB: 9780807004838

The White Peril
A Family Memoir
Omo Moses

FEATURED TITLES
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The Pulitzer Prize-finalist and author of There There delivers a masterful fol-
low-up to his already classic first novel. Extending his constellation of narra-

tives into the past and future, Tommy Orange traces the legacies of the Sand 
Creek Massacre of 1864 and the Carlisle Indian Industrial School through three 
generations of a family in a story that is by turns shattering and wondrous.

“An eloquent indictment of the devastating long-term effects of the massacre, 
dislocation and forced assimilation of Native Americans, [Wandering Stars] is 
also a heartfelt paean to the importance of family and of ancestors’ stories in 
recovering a sense of belonging and identity . . . Wandering Stars more than 
fulfills the promise of There There.”—NPR

“Outstanding. . . . A dazzling work of literary fiction that springs from the center 
of otherness, [Wandering Stars] delves deep into what it means to be Native 
American in this country. At once a novel about family, loss, history, and addic-
tion as well as a narrative that explores racism and belonging, Wandering Stars 
is proof that the sophomore slump is a myth, at least when it comes to Orange.” 
—The Boston Globe

Theme: Native American and Indigenous  
Voices and Stories

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-31825-6 | 336 pp. | $29.00

EB: 9780593318263

Also available: There There 9780525436140

Wandering Stars
Tommy Orange

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz’s influential New York Times bestseller exposed the 
brutality of this nation’s founding and its legacy of settler-colonialism and 

genocide. Through evocative full color artwork, renowned cartoonist Paul Peart-
Smith brings this watershed book to life, centering the perspective of the peo-
ples displaced by Europeans and their white descendants to trace Indigenous 
perseverance over four centuries against policies intended to obliterate them.

Recognized for his adaptation of W.E.B. DuBois’ The Souls of Black Folk and his 
extensive expertise in the comics industry, Peart-Smith collaborates with expe-
rienced graphic novel editor Paul Buhle to provide an accessible introduction to 
a complex history. This striking graphic adaptation will rekindle crucial conver-
sations about the centuries-long genocidal program of the US settler-colonial 
regime that has largely been omitted from history.

Theme: Native American and Indigenous 
Voices and Stories

Beacon Press | HC | 978-0-8070-1268-0  
110 pp. | $24.95 / $33.95 Can.

EB: 9780807012697

Also Available: An Indigenous Peoples’ History  
of the United States 9780807057834

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz’s Indigenous 
Peoples’ History of the United States
A Graphic Interpretation
Adapted by Paul Peart-Smith

FEATURED TITLES

Social Media: @paulpeartsmith



	 To request examination copies, visit prhlink.com/FYR25Form	  9

Website: ta-nehisicoates.com

Setting off to write a book about writing, in the tradition of Orwell’s classic  
Politics and the English Language, Ta-Nehisi Coates found himself grappling 
with deeper questions about how our stories—our reporting and imaginative 
narratives and mythmaking—expose and distort our realities. 

The first of the book’s three intertwining essays is set in Dakar, Senegal, where 
Coates finds a modern city in Senegal and a mythic kingdom in his mind, the 
pan-African homeland he was raised to believe was the origin and destiny for all 
black people. Back in the USA he takes readers along with him to Columbia, 
South Carolina, where he enters the world of the teacher whose job is threatened 
for teaching one of Coates’s own books. In Palestine, he discovers the devas-
tating gap between the narratives we’ve accepted and the clashing reality of life 
on the ground, meeting with activists and dissidents, Israelis and Palestinians. 

Written at a dramatic moment in American and global life, this work from one of 
the country’s most important writers is about the urgent need to untangle 
ourselves from the destructive nationalist myths that shape our world—and our 
own souls—and embrace the liberating power of even the most difficult truths.

Theme: African American Voices and Stories

One World | HC | 978-0-593-23038-1  
176 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593230398

Also Available: Between the World and Me 
9780812993547

The Message
Ta-Nehisi Coates

MEMOIR & BIOGRAPHY

Ballantine Books | HC  
978-0-525-61979-6 | 288 pp.  
$28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780525619802

Also Available: Well-Read Black Girl: 
Finding Our Stories, Discovering 
Ourselves 9780525619772

Gather Me
A Memoir in Praise of the Books That Saved Me
Glory Edim

In prose full of both joy and heartbreak, Edim recounts how 
Nikki Giovanni, Maya Angelou, Toni Morrison, Audre Lorde, 
and so many other writers helped her to value herself: to 
find her own voice when her mother lost hers, to trust her 
feelings when her father remarried, to create bonds with 
other Black women and uplift their stories. Gather Me is a 
glowing testament to the power of representation and the 
lasting impact of literature to gather our disparate parts 
and put them back together.

Theme: African American 
Voices and Stories

Website: gloryedim.com 
Twitter: @guidetoglo

Penguin Books | PB  
978-0-593-49082-2 | 448 pp.  
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593490624

His Name Is George Floyd
One Man’s Life and the Struggle for Racial Justice
Robert Samuels

The Pulitzer Prize−winning book from two Washington Post 
reporters reveals how systemic racism shaped George 
Floyd’s life and legacy—from his family’s roots in the 
tobacco fields of North Carolina, to ongoing inequality in 
housing, education, health care, criminal justice, and 
policing—telling the story of how one man’s tragic experi-
ence brought about a global movement for change.

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize in Nonfiction; the Dayton Literary Peace 
Prize; Finalist for the National Book Award; finalist for the Los Angeles 
Times Book PrizeTheme: African American 

Voices and Stories

Website: sites.prh.com/
HisNameIsGeorgeFloyd 
Social Media: @newsbysamuels;  
@ToluseO

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Christian Brothers University; 
Morehouse College; and Rhodes 
College
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Melville House | HC  
978-1-68589-093-3 | 288 pp.  
$32.50 / $41.50 Can.

EB: 9781685890940

Starry Field
A Memoir of Lost History
Margaret Juhae Lee

Starry Field is a poignant memoir by journalist Margaret 
Juhae Lee, who sets out on a search for her family’s history 
lost to the darkness of Korea’s colonial decades, and 
contends with the shockwaves of violence that followed 
them over four generations and across continents.

“Margaret Juhae Lee demonstrates that looking back can 
be a way to move forward.”—Washington Independent 
Review of Books

Theme: Asian American and  
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: margaretjuhaelee.com 
Social Media: @margaretjuhae

Catapult | PB | 978-1-64622-152-3  
224 pp. | $16.95 / $23.00 Can.

EB: 9781646220359

Made in China
A Memoir of Love and Labor
Anna Qu

A young girl forced to work in a Queens sweatshop calls 
child services on her mother in this powerful debut memoir 
about labor and self-worth that traces a Chinese immi-
grant’s journey to an American future. In Made in China, 
Anna Qu is unafraid to ask thorny questions about trauma 
and survival in immigrant families. 

“Qu . . . tell(s) us we were not meant to swallow our pain 
and survive in this world without support systems. You 
are allowed to want, to give shape to your sadness, to seek 
lives that stretch past the walls you grew up in.”—Chanel 
Miller, author of Know My Name

Theme: Asian American and  
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: annaqu.com 
Video: prhlink.com/madeinchina 
Social Media: @QuillingIt

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Florida International University

As a boy growing up in South Texas, Simran Jeet Singh and his brothers con-
fronted racism daily: at school, in their neighborhood, playing sports, and 

later in college and beyond. Despite the prejudice and hate he faced, this 
self-described “turban-wearing, brown-skinned, beard-loving Sikh” refused to 
give in to negativity. Instead, Singh delved deep into the Sikh teachings that he 
grew up with and embraced the lessons to seek the good in every person and 
situation and to find positive ways to direct his energy. These Sikh tenets of love 
and service to others have empowered him to forge a life of connection and a 
commitment to justice that have made him a national figure in the areas of  
equity, inclusion, and social justice. 

“The Light We Give is a refreshing look at how we can connect—and reconnect 
—with one another. Simran Jeet Singh’s moving story of growing up a turban-
wearing Sikh American in South Texas draws from wisdom that all of us need 
as it charts a new way forward.”—R.C. Buford, CEO of the San Antonio Spurs

Theme: Asian American and Pacific Islander  
Voices and Stories

Riverhead | PB | 978-0-593-08798-5  
320 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780593087992

The Light We Give
How Sikh Wisdom Can Transform Your Life
Simran Jeet Singh

Website: simranjeetsingh.org 
Video: prhlink.com/simransingh 
Social Media: @simran

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Otterbein University
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Vintage | PB | 978-1-9848-9895-1  
256 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.

EB: 9780525657750

Crying in H Mart
A Memoir
Michelle Zauner

Michelle Zauner tells of growing up as one of the few Asian 
American kids at her school; of struggling with her mother’s 
particular, high expectations of her; of a painful adoles-
cence; of treasured months spent in her grandmother’s tiny 
apartment in Seoul, where she and her mother would bond, 
late at night, over heaping plates of food.

“Michelle Zauner has written a book you experience with 
all of your senses: sentences you can taste, paragraphs 
that sound like music. She seamlessly blends stories of 
food and memory, sumptuousness and grief, to weave a 
complex narrative of loyalty and loss.”—Rachel Syme

Theme: Asian American and  
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: prhlink.com/cryinghmart

Selected for Common Reading at: 
California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona; Frederick 
Community College; Northwestern 
University; University of Kansas 
Medical Center; Cuyahoga 
Community College

Top Shelf Productions | PB  
978-1-60309-450-4 | 208 pp.  
$19.99 / $25.99 Can.

Also Available: Nos Ilamaron Enemigo 
9781603094832

They Called Us Enemy
George Takei

In 1942 every person of Japanese descent on the west 
coast was rounded up and shipped to one of ten “reloca-
tion centers,” hundreds or thousands of miles from home, 
where they would be held for years under armed guard. 
This graphic novel is Takei’s firsthand account of those 
years behind barbed wire.

”I am so excited to see this book’s impact on the world.”—
Jacqueline Woodson, National Ambassador for Young 
People’s Literature and National Book Award Winner

Winner of the Asian/Pacific American Award for Young Adult Literature; 
Winner of the Eisner Award for Best Reality-Based Work

Theme: Asian American and  
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: georgetakei.com 
Social Media: @Georgetakei 

Selected for Common Reading at: 
California State University – San 
Marcos; CUNY Queensborough 
Community College; San Diego 
State University; Lipscomb 
University; Mansfield University; 
United States Air Force 
Academy; and many more 

One World | HC | 978-0-593-24319-0  
288 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593243206

Did Everyone Have an 
Imaginary Friend (or Just Me)?
Adventures in Boyhood
Jay Ellis

A testament to the importance of invention, trusting 
oneself, and making space for creativity, Did Everyone 
Have an Imaginary Friend (or Just Me)? is a memoir of a kid 
who confided in his imaginary sidekick to navigate his 
coming of age. As his imaginary friend morphs into adult 
consciousness, Ellis charts an unforgettable story of 
looking inward to solve to some of life’s biggest (and 
smallest) challenges.

Theme: Coming of Age

Twitter: @JayREllis

Beacon Press | PB | 978-0-8070-0280-3 
232 pp. | $16.99 / $22.99 Can.

EB: 9780807019382

Also Available: Rolling Warrior 
9780807019382

Being Heumann
An Unrepentant Memoir of a Disability Rights Activist
Judith Heumann

One of the most influential disability rights activists in US 
history, Judith Heumann, tells her personal story of 
fighting for the right to receive an education, have a job, 
and just be human. A story of fighting to belong in a world 
that wasn’t built for all of us and of one woman’s activism—
from the streets of Brooklyn and San Francisco to inside 
the halls of Washington—Being Heumann recounts Judy 
Heumann’s lifelong battle to achieve respect, acceptance, 
and inclusion in society.

Theme: Disability

Website: judithheumann.com 
Video: prhlink.com/jheumann 
Social Media: @judithheumann

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Connecticut College; Berry 
College; San Diego State 
University; University of 
Missouri, Law School; Indiana 
University, Kelly School of 
Business; and more
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DK Life | HC | 978-0-241-61276-7  
208 pp. | $24.99 / $33.99 Can.

EB: 9780744091656

The View From Down Here
Life as a Young Disabled Woman
Lucy Webster

This memoir from journalist and advocate Lucy Webster 
looks at life at the intersection: the struggles, joys, and 
unseen realities of being a disabled woman. From navi-
gating education and work, dating, and friendship to 
managing care, contemplating motherhood, and learning 
to accept your body against a pervasive narrative that it is 
somehow broken and in need of fixing, The View From 
Down Here shines a light on what it really means to move 
through the world as a disabled woman.

Theme: Disability

Website: lucy-webster.com 
IG: @lucywebsterjournalist

Penguin Books | PB  
978-1-9848-8144-1 | 368 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9781984881434

The Country of the Blind
A Memoir at the End of Sight
Andrew Leland

We meet Andrew Leland as he’s suspended in the liminal 
state of the soon-to-be blind: he’s midway through his life 
with retinitis pigmentosa. Leland embarks on a sweeping 
exploration of the state of being that awaits him: not only 
the physical experience of blindness but also its language, 
politics, and customs. Part memoir, part historical and 
cultural investigation, The Country of the Blind represents 
Leland’s determination not to merely survive this transition 
but to grow from it—to seek out and revel in that which 
makes blindness enlightening.

Theme: Disability

Website: andrewleland.org 
Social Media: @quailty

Convergent Books | PB  
978-0-593-13728-4 | 240 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593137277

Also Available: To Shake the Sleeping 
Self: A Journey from Oregon to Patago-
nia, and a Quest for a Life with No 
Regret 9781524761400

Mother, Nature
A 5,000-Mile Journey to Discover if a Mother and Son 
Can Survive Their Differences
Jedidiah Jenkins

Jedidiah Jenkins and his mother, Barbara, disagree about 
politics, about God, about the project of society. When they 
decide to trek thousands of miles together, he finds himself 
exploring the questions about family, faith, and sexuality 
that millions are asking today.

Finalist for the Lambda Literary Award for Gay Memoir/Biography

Theme: Family

Website: jedidiahjenkins.com 
Twitter: @shredidiah

Vintage | PB | 978-0-525-56405-8  
336 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780525654940

We Should Not Be Friends
The Story of a Friendship
Will Schwalbe

We Should Not Be Friends tracks an extraordinary friend-
ship over decades of challenge and change. Schwalbe’s 
marvelous new work is, at its heart, a joyful testament to 
the miracle of human connection—and how if we can just 
get past our preconceptions, we may find some of our 
greatest friends.

“Moving . . . salted with Schwalbe’s well-established literary 
intelligence and a palpable empathy.”—The New York 
Times Book Review

Theme: Family

Video: willschwalbe.com
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Kokila | HC | 978-0-593-52949-2  
400 pp. | $19.99 / $26.99 Can.

Bless the Blood
A Cancer Memoir
Walela Nehanda

When Walela is diagnosed at twenty-three with advanced 
stage blood cancer, they’re suddenly thrust into the 
unsympathetic world of tubes and pills, doctors who don’t 
use their correct pronouns, and medical racism. As they 
travel through wealthy neighborhoods to go through treat-
ment, they begin to understand that cancer is where all 
forms of their oppression intersect: Disabled. Fat. Black. 
Queer. Nonbinary. A galvanizing account of their resilience 
and survival despite the US medical system, and of the 
struggle to face death unafraid. 

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

The Open Field | HC  
978-0-593-65713-3 | 384 pp.  
$29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593657140

The Chair and the Valley
A Memoir of Trauma, Healing, and the Outdoors
Banning Lyon

Banning Lyon was an average 15-year-old who enjoyed 
skateboarding, listening to punk rock, and even had a part-
time job. But his life quickly changed after a school 
guidance counselor falsely believed he was suicidal and 
sent him to a psychiatric hospital for 353 days that would 
change his life forever. Banning takes readers through his 
fraught relationship with his family, the mistreatment he 
suffered at the hospital, the lawsuit against the owners of 
the facility, and his desire to make sense of what happened 
to him.

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: banninglyon.com

Random House Books for Young Readers 
PB | 978-0-593-64750-9 | 384 pp.  
$13.99 / $18.99 Can.

Also Available: Salt in My Soul:  
An Unfinished Life 9781984855442

Diary of a Dying Girl
Adapted from Salt in My Soul
Mallory Smith

At age three, Mallory Smith was diagnosed with cystic 
fibrosis—a disease that would eventually kill her. Despite 
living on borrowed time, Mallory pursued her passions. 
Most importantly, every day she chose to embody the 
mantra “live happy.” She also had her struggles which she 
chronicled, writing thousands of diary entries before her 
death in her twenties. This collection of her real, unflinching 
diary entries about slowly dying of a terminal illness is an 
unparalleled exploration of the human spirit and what it 
means to truly live.

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Ballantine Books | PB  
978-0-593-35978-5 | 320 pp.  
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593359778

Defiant Dreams
The Journey of an Afghan Girl  
Who Risked Everything for Education
Sola Mahfouz and Malaina Kapoor

Sola Mahfouz was born in Afghanistan the same year the 
Taliban took over her country for the first time. Though 
Sola was forced to stop attending school, at age 16 she 
began secretly to educate herself. Faced with obstacles at 
every turn, she escaped to the United States, where she is 
now a quantum computing researcher at Tufts University. 
Defiant Dreams is the story of one girl, but it’s also the 
untold story of a generation of women brimming with 
potential and longing for freedom.

Theme: Immigrant &  
First-Generation Stories

Video: prhlink.com/ 
mahfouzkapoorvideo 
Twitter: @MahfouzSol94817 
@malainakapoor
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Hogarth | PB | 978-0-593-49808-8  
416 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593498071

Solito
A Memoir
Javier Zamora

A young poet tells the unforgettable story of his harrowing 
migration from El Salvador to the US at the age of nine, 
leaving behind beloved family members to reunite with 
parents he had not seen in years. 

Winner of the Los Angeles Times–Christopher Isherwood Prize for 
Autobiographical Prose; Finalist for the PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith 
Award for Nonfiction; Longlisted for the Andrew Carnegie Medal for 
Excellence in Nonfiction and the PEN Open Book Award

Theme: Immigrant &  
First-Generation Stories

Website: javierzamora.net 
Video: prhlink.com/ 
javierzamoravideo 
Twitter: @jzsalvipoet

Selected for Common Reading at: 
California State University 
Channel Islands; Fordham 
University; Oregon State 
University Honors College; 
University of Colorado Boulder; 
and more

Catapult | HC | 978-1-64622-089-2  
208 pp. | $26.00 / $34.00 Can.

EB: 9781646220908

Also Available: Spirit Run 
9781646220533

Accordion Eulogies
A Memoir of Music, Migration, and Mexico
Noé Álvarez

Noé Álvarez never knew his grandfather. Stories swirled 
around this mythologized, larger-than-life figure: That he 
had abandoned his family, and had possibly done some-
thing awful that put a curse on his descendants. About his 
grandfather, young Noé was sure of only one thing: That he 
had played the accordion. Now an adult, reckoning with 
the legacy of his family’s migration from Mexico, Álvarez 
resolves both to take up the instrument and to journey into 
Mexico to discover the grandfather he never knew.

Theme: Latinx Voices and Stories

Website: spiritrunbook.com 
Social Media: @noealvarez509

Website: prachi.co 
Video: prhlink.com/prachiguptavideo 
Twitter: @prachigu

P rachi Gupta’s family embodied the American Dream: a doctor father and a 
nurturing mother with one foot in the Indian American community, the other 

in Pennsylvania’s white suburbia. But their belonging was predicated on a pow-
erful myth: that Asian Americans have perfected the alchemy of middle-class 
life, raising tight-knit, ambitious families that are immune to hardship. In They 
Called Us Exceptional, Gupta articulates the dissonance, shame, and isolation 
of being upheld as an American success story while privately navigating trau-
mas invisible to the outside world.

“In this vulnerable and courageous memoir, Prachi Gupta takes the myth of 
the exceptional Indian American family to task . . . [her] resilience and her hope 
to be fully seen are an inspiration in both personal and political terms.”—The 
Washington Post

“She explains better than any writer I’ve ever encountered how conflicts that 
may appear low-stakes—such as an argument over grades or extracurriculars 
—can tear open an unnavigable gulf. She does this while loving, and grieving, 
her formerly close family.”—The Atlantic

Theme: Immigrant & First-Generation Stories

Crown | PB | 978-0-593-44300-2  
288 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593442999

They Called Us Exceptional
And Other Lies That Raised Us
Prachi Gupta
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Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-53714-5  
240 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593537152

Pretty
A Memoir
KB Brookins

Informed by KB Brookins’s personal experiences growing up 
in Texas, those of other Black transgender masculine people, 
Black queer studies, and cultural criticism, Pretty is concerned 
with the marginalization suffered by a unique American 
constituency—whose condition is a world apart from that of 
cisgender, non-Black, and non-masculine people. Here is a 
memoir (a bildungsroman of sorts) about coming to terms 
with instantly and always being perceived as “other.”

“Fearless, incisive, and brilliant.”—Marisa Crane, author  
of I Keep My Exoskeletons to Myself

Theme: LGBTQIA+ Voices and Stories

Catapult | HC | 978-1-64622-165-3  
240 pp. | $27.00 / $35.00 Can.

EB: 9781646221660

Also Available: Every Day the River 
Changes 9781646221615

Stranger in the Desert
A Family Story
Jordan Salama

Inspired by family lore, Jordan Salama embarks on an epic 
quest through the Argentine Andes in search of a heritage 
spanning hemispheres and centuries, from the Jewish 
Levant to turn-of-the-century trade routes in South America.

“Jordan Salama attempts to piece together a lost family 
history, and the result is both delightfully idiosyncratic 
yet somehow universal, revealing a great deal about the 
concepts of identity and home, and what it means to find 
one’s place in the world.”—Jennifer Senior, Pulitzer Prize 
winner and New York Times bestselling authorTheme: Latinx Voices and Stories

Website: jordansalama.com 
Video: prhlink.com/jsalama 
Social Media: @JordanSalama19

DK Life | HC | 978-0-7440-7077-4 
224 pp. | $24.99 / $33.99 Can.

EB: 9780744084238

Dear Cisgender People
A Guide to Trans Allyship and Empathy
Kenny Ethan Jones

In this powerful and extensively researched memoir, Kenny 
Ethan Jones, trans activist and writer, offers authentic and 
in-depth insight into the trans experience, unpacking the 
reality of living with gender dysphoria, navigating the diffi-
cult intersection of being Black and trans, the complexities 
of accessing gender-affirming care, and much more. Dear 
Cisgender People is a call-to-arms, equipping its readers 
with tools to be allies and bring about change in creating a 
safer, equal, and more accepting world for trans people 
everywhere.

Theme: LGBTQIA+ Voices and Stories

IG: @kennyethanjones

Nancy Paulsen Books | PB  
978-0-593-35447-6 | 320 pp.  
$12.99 / $17.99 Can.

From Here
A Memoir
Luma Mufleh

Known as the founder of Fugees Family, and one of the central 
figures from the bestselling book Outcasts United, refugee 
advocate Luma Mufleh shares her own story in this powerful 
and poignant coming-of-age memoir. From her youth in 
Jordan, to her college experience in the United States, and 
the process for seeking political asylum, Mufleh writes of 
her tumultuous journey to reconcile her identity as a gay 
Muslim woman and a proud Arab-turned-American refugee.

“A poignant glimpse into human imperfections and the 
struggle to find one’s place in the world.”—Kirkus Reviews, 
starred review

Theme: LGBTQIA+ Voices and Stories

Video: prhlink.com/fromhere
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Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-80134-5  
320 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593801352

Coming Home
Brittney Griner

From the nine-time women’s basketball icon and two-time 
Olympic gold medalist—a raw, revelatory account of her 
unfathomable detainment in Russia and her journey home.

“A visceral, harrowing account of what it’s like to be 
trapped inside Russia’s infamous criminal justice system, 
with its merciless judges and vast labor camps.”—The 
New York Times Book Review

Theme: Resilience / Perserverance

Social Media: @brittneygriner

Counterpoint | PB  
978-1-64009-160-3 | 160 pp.  
$16.95 / $0.00 Can.

EB: 9781619024236

Heart Berries
A Memoir
Terese Marie Mailhot

Having survived a profoundly dysfunctional upbringing 
only to find herself hospitalized and facing a dual diag-
nosis of post traumatic stress disorder and bipolar II 
disorder, Terese Marie Mailhot is given a notebook and 
begins to write her way out of trauma. The triumphant 
result is Heart Berries, a memorial for Mailhot’s mother, a 
social worker and activist who had a thing for prisoners; a 
story of reconciliation with her father―an abusive drunk 
and a brilliant artist―who was murdered under mysterious 
circumstances; and an elegy on how difficult it is to love 
someone while dragging the long shadows of shame.Theme: Native American and 

Indigenous Voices and Stories

Website: teresemailhot.com

Random House | HC  
978-0-593-72990-8 | 432 pp.  
$35.00 / $48.00 Can.

EB: 9780593729915

Lovely One
A Memoir
Ketanji Brown Jackson

With this unflinching account, Justice Ketanji Brown 
Jackson invites readers into her life and world, tracing her 
family’s ascent from segregation to her confirmation on 
America’s highest court within the span of one generation. 
Through trials and triumphs, Justice Jackson’s journey will 
resonate with dreamers everywhere, especially those who 
nourish outsized ambitions and refuse to be turned aside. 
This moving, openhearted tale will spread hope for a more 
just world, for generations to come

Theme: Resilience / Perserverance

Melville House | PB  
978-1-68589-024-7 | 256 pp.  
$19.99 / $26.99 Can.

EB: 9781685890254

A Flat Place
Moving Through Empty Landscapes,  
Naming Complex Trauma
Noreen Masud

Noreen Masud suffers from complex post-traumatic stress 
disorder: the product of a profoundly disrupted and 
unstable childhood. It flattens her emotions, blanks out 
parts of her memory, and colours her world with anxiety. 
Undertaking a pilgrimage around Britain’s flatlands, she 
combines memoir, nature writing, and literary reflection to 
explore what can be drawn from these places, and to 
understand her own experience of complex trauma and 
post-traumatic stress, as well as grief and loss. 

Theme: Resilience / Perserverance

Website: noreenmasud.com 
Social Media: @NoreenMasud
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Convergent Books | HC  
978-0-593-44407-8 | 256 pp.  
$27.00 / $37.00 Can.

EB: 9780593444085

Between Two Trailers
A Memoir
J. Dana Trent

After escaping her childhood as a preschool drug dealer in 
rural Indiana, Dana Trent struggles to reconcile her shame 
with an ache to figure out who she is, and where she 
belongs. Persevering through childhood poverty and 
homelessness and eventually graduating from Duke 
University, Dana finds that though love for family is univer-
sally complicated, there is no shame in survival, and for 
those who want it, there is always a path home.

Theme: Resilience / Perserverance

Website: jdanatrent.com 
Twitter: @jdanatrent

Website: salmanrushdie.com 
Twitter: @SalmanRushdie

On the morning of August 12, 2022, Salman Rushdie was standing onstage at 
the Chautauqua Institution, preparing to give a lecture on the importance of 

keeping writers safe from harm, when a man in black—black clothes, black 
mask—rushed down the aisle toward him, wielding a knife. 

What followed was a horrific act of violence that shook the literary world and 
beyond. Now, for the first time, and in unforgettable detail, Rushdie relives the 
traumatic events of that day and its aftermath, as well as his journey toward 
physical recovery and the healing that was made possible by the love and 
support of his wife, Eliza, his family, his army of doctors and physical therapists, 
and his community of readers worldwide.

Knife is a deeply moving reminder of literature’s capacity to make sense of the 
unthinkable, an intimate and life-affirming meditation on life, loss, love, art—
and finding the strength to stand up again.

“Candid, plain-spoken and gripping . . . Knife is a clarifying book. It reminds us 
of the threats the free world faces. It reminds us of the things worth fighting for.” 
—The New York Times

Theme: Resilience / Perserverance 

Random House | HC  
978-0-593-73024-9 | 224 pp. | $28.00

EB: 9780593730263

Knife
Meditations After an Attempted Murder
Salman Rushdie

Penguin Books | PB  
978-0-593-48949-9 | 368 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593489482

Acceptance
A Memoir
Emi Nietfeld

Emi Nietfeld was convinced that the Ivy League was the 
only escape from her dysfunctional childhood. Though she 
would overcome mental health struggles, homelessness, 
and all the unbecoming desperation of a teenager fending 
for herself in order to graduate from Harvard and become 
a software engineer at Google, she found that “overcoming” 
isn’t as simple as it sounds. Both a chronicle of the Amer-
ican Dream and an indictment of it, this searing memoir 
exposes the price of trading a troubled past for the promise 
of a bright future.

Theme: Resilience / Perserverance

Website: eminietfeld.com 
Video: prhlink.com/acceptance 
Social Media: @eminietfeld

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Arkansas State University
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MEMOIR & BIOGRAPHY

Up Home
One Girl’s Journey
Ruth J. Simmons
Random House | HC  
978-0-593-44600-3 | 224 pp.  
$27.00 / $37.00 Can.
EB: 9780593446010

Mind and Matter
A Life in Math and Football
John Urschel
Penguin Books | PB  
978-0-7352-2488-9 | 256 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780735224872

Educated
A Memoir
Tara Westover
Random House | PB  
978-0-399-59052-8 | 368 pp. | $18.99
EB: 9780399590511

Year of the Tiger
An Activist’s Life
Alice Wong
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-31539-2  
400 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780593315408

Boyz n the Void
a mixtape to my brother
G’Ra Asim
Beacon Press | PB | 978-0-8070-5555-7  
288 pp. | $14.95 / $19.95 Can.
EB: 9780807059500

A Mind Spread Out  
on the Ground
Alicia Elliott
Melville House | PB | 978-1-61219-866-8  
256 pp. | $19.99
EB: 9781612198675

Mother Island
A Daughter Claims Puerto Rico
Jamie Figueroa
Pantheon | HC | 978-0-553-38768-1  
272 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780553387698

Hijab Butch Blues
A Memoir
Lamya H
The Dial Press | PB  
978-0-593-44878-6 | 336 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593448779

A Cup of Water  
Under My Bed
A Memoir
Daisy Hernández
Beacon Press | PB | 978-0-8070-1733-3  
208 pp. | $18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9780807014493

Stay True
A Memoir
Hua Hsu
Anchor | PB | 978-0-593-31520-0  
208 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780385547789

How to Live Free  
in a Dangerous World
A Decolonial Memoir
Shayla Lawson
Tiny Reparations Books | HC  
978-0-593-47258-3 | 320 pp.  
$29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593472590

It Gets Better . . . Except 
When It Gets Worse
And Other Unsolicited Truths I 
Wish Someone Had Told Me
Nicole Maines
The Dial Press | HC | 978-0-593-24312-1  
224 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593243138

Bird Milk &  
Mosquito Bones
A Memoir
Priyanka Mattoo
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-32038-9  
304 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593320396

Know My Name
A Memoir
Chanel Miller
Penguin Books | PB | 978-0-7352-2372-
1  
384 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780735223714

Born a Crime
Stories from a South African 
Childhood
Trevor Noah
One World | PB | 9780399588198 
304 pp. | $18.00
EB: 9780399588181

Breathe
A Letter to My Sons
Imani Perry
Beacon Press | HC  
978-0-8070-7655-2 | 184 pp.  
$19.95 / $25.95 Can.
EB: 9780807076569
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TarcherPerigee | PB  
978-0-593-33017-3 | 400 pp.  
$20.00 / $27.00 Can.

EB: 9780525541134

Tell Me Who You Are
A Road Map for Cultivating Racial Literacy
Winona Guo and Priya Vulchi

Winona Guo and Priya Vulchi reveal the lines that separate 
us based on race or other perceived differences and how 
telling our stories—and listening deeply to the stories of 
others—are the first and most crucial steps we can take 
towards negating racial inequity in our culture. Featuring 
interviews with over 150 Americans accompanied by their 
photographs, Tell Me Who You Are offers a deep examination 
of the seeds of racism and strategies for effecting change.Theme: Being Connected

Video: prhlink.com/tellmewhoyouare

Selected for Common Reading at: 
University of Colorado; Fashion 
Institute of Technology; 
Washington State University–
Vancouver; Post University; 
Wartburg College; University of 
Nevada-Las Vegas; Holy Names 
University; Salem State University; 
Meredith College; and many more

Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-46798-5  
288 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.

EB: 9780593534779

To Free the Captives
A Plea for the American Soul
Tracy K. Smith

A stunning personal manifesto on memory, family, and 
history that explores how we in America might—together—
come to a new view of our shared past

“Teaches us how our beloved ancestors remain our 
protectors and guides, and how—in Black life—past and 
present merge in the persistence of injustice and the 
resilience of our ancestral legacies.”—Imani Perry, author 
of South to America

Theme: African American 
Voices and Stories

Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-46973-6  
384 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780593469743

Also Available: Disability Visibility 
9781984899422

Disability Intimacy
Essays on Love, Care, and Desire
Alice Wong

Another revolutionary collection of first-person writing on 
the joys and challenges of the modern disability experi-
ence, and intimacy in all its myriad forms.

“A welcome introduction to innovative, intensely liber-
ating approaches that are sure to change the way readers 
feel about traditional notions of intimacy. A poignant 
anthology about ability and intimacy that espouses a 
gorgeously original worldview.”—Kirkus Reviews

Theme: Disability

Twitter: @SFdirewolf; @DisVisibility 
Instagram: @disability_visibility

Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-55044-4 
352 pp. | $30.00 / $39.95 Can.

EB: 9780385550451

Framed
Astonishing True Stories of Wrongful Convictions
John Grisham

John Grisham and Centurion Ministries Founder Jim 
McCloskey share ten harrowing true stories of wrongful 
convictions. Impeccably researched and grippingly told, 
Framed offers an inside look at the injustice faced by  
the victims of the United States criminal justice system. 
Told with page-turning suspense as only John Grisham 
can deliver, these are stories of overcoming adversity when 
the battle already seems lost, and the deck is stacked 
against you.

Theme: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
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WaterBrook | HC | 978-0-593-44482-5  
288 pp. | $27.00 / $37.00 Can.

EB: 9780593444832

Brown Faces, White Spaces
Confronting Systemic Racism  
to Bring Healing and Restoration
Latasha Morrison

Latasha Morrison—a speaker, bridge builder, and champion 
for unity—explores nine aspects of American life where 
systemic racism still flourishes, including education, health-
care, the justice system, entertainment, and the church. 
Through story, historical context, and present realities, 
Morrison looks at what it means to recognize and confess 
the truth about inequities in the system (preparation), 
commit ourselves to changing the system (dedication), and 
move into true freedom as a society (liberation). 

Theme: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Website: latashamorrison.com 
Twitter: @LatashaMorrison

Catapult | PB | 978-1-948226-74-5  
304 pp. | $17.95 / $24.00 Can.

EB: 9781948226752

White Tears/Brown Scars
How White Feminism Betrays Women of Color
Ruby Hamad

Taking us from the slave era, when white women fought in 
court to keep “ownership” of their slaves, through centuries 
of colonialism, when they offered a soft face for brutal 
tactics, to the modern workplace, White Tears/Brown Scars 
tells the story of white women’s participation in campaigns 
of oppression.

Discussing subjects as varied as The Hunger Games, Alex-
andria Ocasio–Cortez, and the viral BBQ Becky video, Ruby 
Hamad undertakes a new investigation of gender and race. 

Theme: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Website: rubyhamad.com

DK Licensing | HC  
978-0-7440-8370-5 | 224 pp.  
$25.00 / $34.00 Can.

EB: 9780744092677

Asylum Speakers
Stories of Migration From the Humans  
Behind the Headlines
Jaz O’Hara

Asylum Speakers is a collection of 31 powerful stories of 
displaced people, asylum seekers, and those volunteering 
on the frontline of the refugee crisis, told in their own words 
and accompanied by beautiful photography and collage 
art, from the creator of the podcast of the same name. 
From Syria to Venezuela and Eritrea to Afghanistan, this 
book transcends borders, nationalities, religions, and 
languages, connecting readers to voices that often go 
unheard.

Theme: Immigrant &  
First-Generation Stories

Website: theworldwidetribeshop.com 
IG: @asylum_speakers

One World | PB | 978-0-8129-8496-5  
368 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780812994537

Just Mercy
A Story of Justice and Redemption
Bryan Stevenson

10th Anniversary Edition Forthcoming in 2024

Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an ideal-
istic, gifted young lawyer’s coming-of-age, a moving 
window into the lives of those he has defended, and an 
inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of true 
justice.

Winner of the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Nonfiction and the NAACP 
Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work – Non-Fiction

Theme: Social Action

Website: eji.org 
Video: prhlink.com/ 
bryanstevensonvideo

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Alabama State University;  
Duke University; Georgia State 
University; Northwestern 
University; University of California, 
Berkeley; and over 100 more

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Loyola Marymount University
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Wastelands
The True Story of  
Farm Country on Trial
Corban Addison
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-31532-3  
464 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593320839

We Should All  
Be Feminists
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Vintage | PB | 978-1-101-91176-1  
64 pp. | $10.00 / $13.50 Can.
EB: 9781101872932

My Brother Moochie
Regaining Dignity in the Face  
of Crime, Poverty, and Racism  
in the American South
Issac J. Bailey
Other Press | PB | 978-1-63542-003-6  
304 pp. | $16.99 / $22.99 Can.
EB: 9781590518618

Notes of a Native Son
James Baldwin
Beacon Press | PB  
978-0-8070-0623-8 | 208 pp.  
$16.00 / $22.00 Can.
EB: 9780807006245

The New Breadline
Hunger and Hope in the 
Twenty-First Century
Jean-Martin Bauer
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-32168-3  
304 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593321690

The Black Period
On Personhood, Race, and Origin
Hafizah Augustus Geter
Random House | PB  
978-0-593-44866-3 | 448 pp.  
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593448656

Bringing Ben Home
A Murder, a Conviction,  
and the Fight to Redeem 
American Justice
Barbara Bradley Hagerty
Riverhead | HC | 978-0-593-42008-9  
464 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593420102

Freedom Dreams
The Black Radical Imagination
Robin D.G. Kelley
Beacon Press | PB | 978-0-8070-0703-
7  
336 pp. | $19.95 / $25.95 Can.
EB: 9780807007853

Conditional Citizens
On Belonging in America
Laila Lalami
Vintage | PB | 978-0-525-43604-1  
208 pp. | $16.00 / $22.00 Can.
EB: 9781524747176

The Sum of Us
What Racism Costs Everyone and 
How We Can Prosper Together
Heather McGhee
One World | PB | 978-0-525-50958-5  
464 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780525509578

The Forgotten Girls
A Memoir of Friendship and  
Lost Promise in Rural America
Monica Potts
Random House | PB  
978-0-525-43536-5 | 272 pp.  
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780525519928

Becoming Abolitionists
Police, Protests, and  
the Pursuit of Freedom
Derecka Purnell
Astra House | PB | 978-1-66260-166-8  
320 pp. | $18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9781662600524

First, Best
Lessons in Leadership  
and Legacy from Today’s  
Civil Rights Movement
Steven L. Reed
Avery | HC | 978-0-593-42175-8  
256 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780593421765

Making Room
Three Decades of Fighting  
for Beds, Belonging, and a  
Safe Place for LGBTQ Youth
Carl Siciliano
Convergent Books | PB  
978-0-593-44424-5 | 304 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.

The Courage of Compassion
A Journey from Judgment  
to Connection
Robin Steinberg
Optimism Press | HC  
978-0-593-08462-5 | 256 pp.  
$29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593084632

Private Revolutions
Four Women Face China’s  
New Social Order
Yuan Yang
Viking | HC | 978-0-593-49390-8  
304 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593493915
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TarcherPerigee | PB  
978-0-14-313270-7 | 272 pp.  
$16.00 / $22.00 Can.

EB: 9780525504634

Talking Across the Divide
How to Communicate with People You Disagree with 
and Maybe Even Change the World
Justin Lee

In a time when every conversation quickly becomes a 
battlefield, social justice activist Justin Lee explains how to 
break through the barriers that make people resist differing 
opinions. With a combination of psychological research, 
pop-culture references, and anecdotes from Justin’s many 
years of experience mediating contentious conversations, 
this book will help you understand people on the other side 
of the argument and give you the tools you need to change 
their minds.

Theme: Being Connected

Website: geekyjustin.com 
Social Media: @geekyjustinlee

Portfolio | HC | 978-0-593-19029-6  
352 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593190302

How Minds Change
The Surprising Science of Belief, Opinion, and Persuasion
David McRaney

What made a prominent conspiracy-theorist YouTuber 
finally see that 9/11 was not a hoax? How do voter opinions 
shift from neutral to resolute? From one of our greatest 
thinkers on reasoning, How Minds Change is a book about 
the science of transformation.

“David McRaney’s brilliant book will force you to rethink 
your views about how to motivate other people to rethink 
theirs. In a time when too many minds seem closed, this is 
a masterful analysis of what it takes to open them.”  
—Adam Grant, author of Think AgainTheme: Being Connected

Website: davidmcraney.com 
Video: prhlink.com/davidmcraney 
Social Media: @davidmcraney

Selected for Common Reading at: 
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Selected for Common Reading at:  
University of Mississippi

Website: arthurbrooks.com 
Social Media: @arthurbrooks

In Build the Life You Want, Arthur C. Brooks and Oprah Winfrey invite you to 
begin a journey toward greater happiness no matter how challenging your cir-

cumstances. Drawing on cutting-edge science and their years of helping peo-
ple translate ideas into action, they show you how to improve your life right now 
instead of waiting for the outside world to change.

With insight, compassion, and hope, Brooks and Winfrey reveal how the tools of 
emotional self-management can change your life―immediately. They recom-
mend practical, research-based practices to build the four pillars of happiness: 
family, friendship, work, and faith. And along the way, they share hard-earned 
wisdom from their own lives and careers as well as the witness of regular people 
whose lives are joyful despite setbacks and hardship.

Theme: Being Connected

Portfolio | HC | 978-0-593-54540-9  
272 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593545416

Build the Life You Want
The Art and Science of Getting Happier
Arthur C. Brooks and Oprah Winfrey

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Alaska Pacific University; 
University of Alaska - Anchorage; 
Pueblo Community College; and 
Westfield State University
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TarcherPerigee | HC  
978-0-593-54138-8 | 288 pp.  
$28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593541395

New Happy
Getting Happiness Right in a World That’s Got It Wrong
Stephanie Harrison

Well-being expert and social media sensation Stephanie 
Harrison of @newhappyco reveals the counterintuitive 
secrets to happiness and provides a practical guide about 
how to live a happy life.

“Stephanie Harrison has given the word “happiness” what 
it has been in dire need of—a redefinition. She has made 
happiness a worthwhile goal, one based in powerful 
choices that lead you to a life of purpose and self-love . . . 
and ultimately—the new happy.”—Dr. Edith Eger, author of 
The Choice and The GiftTheme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: stephanielharrison.com 
Social Media: @stephaniehson

Beacon Press | PB  
978-0-8070-0823-2 | 224 pp.  
$18.95 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780807024072

Also Available: Acts of Faith 
9780807050828

We Need to Build
Field Notes for Diverse Democracy
Eboo Patel

In his youth, Eboo Patel was inspired by love-based activists 
like John Lewis, Martin Luther King Jr., Badshah Khan, 
Mahatma Gandhi, Mother Teresa, and Thich Nhat Hanh. 
Their example, and a timely challenge to build the change 
he wanted to see, led to a life engaged in the particulars of 
building, nourishing, and sustaining an institution that 
seeks to promote positive social change—Interfaith America. 
Drawing on his twenty years of experience, Patel tells the 
stories of what he’s learned and how he came to construct 
as much as critique and collaborate more than oppose.

Theme: Being Connected

Website: interfaithamerica.org 
Social Media: @eboopatel 

Dutton | HC  
978-0-593-47176-0 | 336 pp.  
$30.00 / $41.00 Can.

EB: 9780593471784

Profiles in Mental  
Health Courage
Patrick J. Kennedy

Profiles in Mental Health Courage portrays the dramatic 
journeys of a diverse group of Americans who have strug-
gled with their mental health. This book offers deeply 
compelling stories about the bravery and resilience of those 
living with a variety of mental illnesses and addictions.

“Teachers encounter students and families facing a 
variety of mental health conditions, including addiction. 
They’ll benefit from exploring the stories in this book, 
hopefully gaining empathy and understanding instead of 
feeling fear and dismissiveness.”—We Are TeachersTheme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: patrickjkennedy.net 
Social Media: @PJK4brainhealth

Pantheon | HC | 978-1-5247-4806-7  
352 pp. | $30.00 / $40.00 Can.

EB: 9781524748050

Seek You
A Journey Through American Loneliness
Kristen Radtke

In Seek You, Kristen Radtke digs into the ways in which we 
attempt to feel closer to one another, and the distance that 
remains. Through the lenses of gender and violence, tech-
nology and art, Radtke discusses a history of loneliness 
and longing in graphic-essay style, and shares what feels 
impossible to share.

“Kristen Radtke, one of the best of our literary artists, 
shines her brilliant light into modern America’s experi-
ment in loneliness with this supremely elegant and 
devastating book.”—Lauren Groff, author of Florida

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: kristenradtke.com 
Twitter: @KristenRadtke

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Moraine Valley Community 
College, Rhode Island College, 
SUNY Binghamton, Virginia 
Commonwealth University

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Western Michigan University
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Penguin Books | PB  
978-0-14-311007-1 | 288 pp.  
$16.00 / $22.00 Can.

EB: 9781101980859

Also Available: Ties That Bind 
9780143125969

Callings
The Purpose and Passion of Work
Dave Isay

StoryCorps founder Dave Isay presents unforgettable 
stories from people doing what they love. Some found their 
paths at very young ages, others later in life; some over-
came great odds or upturned their lives in order to pursue 
what matters to them. Callings is an inspiring tribute to 
rewarding work and the American pursuit of happiness.

“These wonderful stories reveal that work becomes 
meaningful to those who choose—or are in some cases 
chosen by—the calling that motivates, energizes, and 
inspires them.”—Publishers WeeklyTheme: Inspirational

Website: storycorps.org 
Video: prhlink.com/callings 
Social Media: @daveisay

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Jacksonville State University;  
Sam Houston State University; 
University of Mississippi; University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas; University of 
North Carolina, Asheville; University 
of South Carolina; and many more

Ten Speed Press | HC  
978-1-9848-5818-4 | 320 pp.  
$35.00 / $48.00 Can.

EB: 9781984858191

Also Available: Creative Acts for Curious 
People: How to Think, Create, and Lead 
in Unconventional Ways 
9781984858160

Assembling Tomorrow
A Guide to Designing a Thriving Future  
from the Stanford d.school
Scott Doorley and Carissa Carter;  
Illustrated by Armando Veve

From two celebrated experts working at the intersection of 
design, technology, and learning at Stanford University’s 
acclaimed d.school, this powerful guide explores how to 
use readily accessible tools to both mend the mistakes of 
our past and shape our future for the better. From the 
effects of social media to the uncertainty of AI and the 
consequences of climate change, Assembling Tomorrow 
casts a critical but hopeful eye on our collective responsi-
bility as designers of our own futures.

Theme: Innovation

Website: dschool.stanford.edu 
Twitter: @stanforddschool

Crown | PB | 978-0-593-23748-9  
336 pp. | $19.99 / $26.99 Can.

EB: 9780593237472

Also Available: Becoming 9781524763145

The Light We Carry
Overcoming in Uncertain Times
Michelle Obama

In an inspiring follow-up to her critically acclaimed memoir 
Becoming, former First Lady Michelle Obama shares prac-
tical wisdom and powerful strategies for staying hopeful 
and balanced in today’s highly uncertain world. Michelle 
Obama offers readers a series of fresh stories and insightful 
reflections, including her belief that when we light up for 
others, we can illuminate the richness and potential of the 
world around us, discovering deeper truths and new path-
ways for progress.

Nominated for the NAACP Image Award for Literary Work –  
Biography/Autobiography

Theme: Inspirational

Website: michelleobamabooks.com 
Video: prhlink.com/ 
michelleobamavideo 
Twitter: @MichelleObama

Crown | HC | 978-0-593-13903-5  
400 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593139042

Also Available: The Moth Presents:  
All These Wonders: True Stories About 
Facing the Unknown 9781101904404

The Moth Presents:  
A Point of Beauty
True Stories of Holding On and Letting Go
The Moth; Foreword by Mike Birbiglia

Carefully selected by the creative minds at The Moth and 
adapted to the page to preserve the raw energy of stories 
told live, on stage, and without notes, A Point of Beauty 
features voices familiar and new. Through these story-
tellers’ passion and their hope, they teach us all about 
what’s worth holding on to: our relationships with those we 
love the most, our understanding of ourselves, and—of 
course—gathering together to tell and listen to our stories.

Theme: Inspirational

Website: themoth.org 
Video: prhlink.com/themothvideo 
Twitter: @TheMoth

Selected for Common Reading at: 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
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Penguin Books | PB  
978-0-593-29953-1 | 352 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593299524

Good Arguments
How Debate Teaches Us to Listen and Be Heard
Bo Seo

Two-time world champion debater and former coach of the 
Harvard debate team, Bo Seo tells the inspiring story of his 
life in competitive debating and reveals the timeless 
secrets of effective communication and persuasion.

“At a time of polarization and rage, we all need to learn 
how to disagree well—and this important, compelling and 
wise book should be at the heart of how we do so.”  
—Johann Hari, author of Stolen Focus and Lost Connections

Theme: Life Skills 

Website: helloboseo.com 
Video: prhlink.com/boseo 
Social Media: @helloboseo

Dutton | HC | 978-0-593-47197-5  
336 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593471999

Catastrophe Ethics
How to Choose Well in a World of Tough Choices
Travis Rieder

In Catastrophe Ethics, Travis Rieder tackles the moral 
philosophy puzzles that bedevil us. He explores vital ethical 
concepts from history and today and offers new ways to 
think about the “right” thing to do when the challenges we 
face are larger and more complex than ever before.  

“If you want to be hopeful about whether an individual 
can act morally in a world where individuals don’t seem to 
make much of a difference, this is the book for you.” 
—Barry Lam, host of Slate’s Hi-Phi Nation and professor 
of philosophyTheme: Life Skills 

Crown | HC | 978-0-593-72755-3  
272 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593727560

Infectious Generosity
The Ultimate Idea Worth Spreading
Chris Anderson

As head of TED, Chris Anderson has had a ringside view of 
the world’s boldest thinkers sharing their most uplifting 
ideas. Inspired by them, he believes that it’s within our 
grasp to turn outrage back into optimism by reimagining 
one of the most fundamental human virtues: generosity. 
Anderson offers a playbook for how to embark on our own 
generous acts and to prime them, thanks to the Internet, to 
have self-replicating, even world-changing, impact.

Theme: Service & Altruism

Twitter: @TEDchris

One World | HC | 978-0-593-44844-1  
432 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593448458

Also Available: See No Stranger:  
A Memoir and Manifesto of 
Revolutionary Love 9780525509110

Sage Warrior
Wake to Oneness, Practice Pleasure,  
Choose Courage, Become Victory
Valarie Kaur

Drawing from Sikh and womanist traditions, Valarie Kaur’s 
Sage Warrior is a guide to building a new world from the 
inside out, by becoming what she describes as the essen-
tial archetype for our time: the sage warrior, a figure who 
embodies both the sage, enamored by the world as it is, 
and the warrior, who fights for the world as it ought to be. 

Theme: Social Action

Website: valariekaur.com

Website: travisrieder.com 
Video: prhlink.com/rieder 
Social Media: @TNREthx
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How to Know a Person
The Art of Seeing Others Deeply 
and Being Deeply Seen
David Brooks
Random House | HC  
978-0-593-23006-0 | 320 pp.  
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593230084

Designing Your Life
How to Build a Well-Lived,  
Joyful Life
Bill Burnett
Knopf | HC | 978-1-101-87532-2  
272 pp. | $28.00 / $37.00 Can.
EB: 9781101875339

Stolen Focus
Why You Can’t Pay Attention—
and How to Think Deeply Again
Johann Hari
Crown | PB | 978-0-593-13853-3  
368 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593138526

Exercised
Why Something We Never Evolved 
to Do Is Healthy and Rewarding
Daniel Lieberman
Vintage | PB | 978-0-525-43478-8  
464 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9781524746995

Hanging Out
The Radical Power of Killing Time
Sheila Liming
Melville House | PB  
978-1-68589-078-0 | 272 pp.  
$19.99 / $26.99 Can.
EB: 9781685890063

Become America
Civic Sermons on Love, 
Responsibility, and Democracy
Eric Liu
Sasquatch Books | HC  
978-1-63217-257-0 | 320 pp.  
$24.95 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9781632172587

Your Brain on Art
How the Arts Transform Us
Susan Magsamen and Ivy Ross
Random House | HC  
978-0-593-44923-3 | 304 pp.  
$31.00 / $41.00 Can.
EB: 9780593449257

How Not to Kill Yourself
A Portrait of the Suicidal Mind
Clancy Martin
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-46692-6  
464 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593317068

Emotional
How Feelings Shape Our Thinking
Leonard Mlodinow
Vintage | PB | 978-0-525-56318-1  
272 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9781524747602

How to Do Nothing
Resisting the Attention Economy
Jenny Odell
Melville House | PB | 978-1-61219-855-2  
256 pp. | $18.99 / $24.99 Can.
EB: 9781612197500

Unlearning Shame
How We Can Reject Self-Blame 
Culture and Reclaim Our Power
Devon Price, PhD
Harmony | HC | 978-0-593-58121-6  
368 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780593581223

Life Is Hard
How Philosophy Can Help Us 
Find Our Way
Kieran Setiya
Riverhead | PB | 978-0-593-53822-7  
240 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593538234

Arguing for a Better World
How Philosophy Can Help Us 
Fight for Social Justice
Arianne Shahvisi
Penguin Books | PB | 978-0-14-313683-5 
304 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780525508335

The Good Life Method
Reasoning Through the Big 
Questions of Happiness, Faith, 
and Meaning
Meghan Sullivan
Penguin Books | PB | 978-1-9848-8032-1 
304 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9781984880314

Sludge
What Stops Us from Getting Things 
Done and What to Do about It
Cass R. Sunstein
The MIT Press | PB | 978-0-262-54508-2 
166 pp. | $18.95 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780262365338

Life Worth Living
A Guide to What Matters Most
Miroslav Volf
The Open Field | HC 
978-0-593-48930-7 | 352 pp.  
$29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593489314
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Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-46931-6  
432 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593317341

Chain Gang All Stars
Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah

Two top women gladiators fight for their freedom within a 
kaleidoscopic, excoriating look at the American prison 
system’s unholy alliance of systemic racism, unchecked 
capitalism, and mass incarceration, and a clear-eyed reck-
oning with what freedom in this country really means. 

“Like Orwell’s 1984 and Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, 
Adjei-Brenyah’s book presents a dystopian vision so 
upsetting and illuminating that it should permanently 
shift our understanding of who we are and what we’re 
capable of doing.”—Washington Post

Theme: African American 
Voices and Stories

Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-54997-4  
288 pp. | $27.00 / $37.00 Can.

EB: 9780385549981

Victim
Andrew Boryga

There’s a fine line between bending the truth and telling 
bold-faced lies, and Javier Perez is willing to cross it. Victim 
is a fearless satire about a hustler from the Bronx who sees 
through the veneer of diversity initiatives and decides to 
cash in on the odd currency of identity.

“Blazingly trenchant, unflinchingly Bronx, Boryga’s the 
rare writer who knows sometimes it’s in the unlearning 
where real education begins. Victim diddy-bops into your 
skull; smooth, cool, fun-loving and knowing full well a 
sense of humor always trumps one’s sense of entitlement.” 
—Paul Beatty, author of The SelloutTheme: African American 

Voices and Stories

Long revered as a writer who understands how we talk about race and identity, 
Adichie uses these themes to explore a group of disparate and fascinating 

women and their worlds, turning a sharp eye on contemporary society. A major 
literary event, Dream Count is a thrilling, sizzling new work that confirms 
Adichie’s status as one of the most exciting and dynamic writers on the literary 
landscape.

“Adichie entwines love and politics to a degree rarely achieved by novelists. . . . 
That is what great fiction does–it simultaneously devours and ennobles, and 
in its freely acknowledged invention comes to be truer than the facts upon 
which it is built.”—Elle (from a review of Half the Yellow Sun)

Forthcoming in March 2025

Theme: African American Voices and Stories

Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-80272-4 | 320 pp. | $30.00

EB: 9780593802731

Also available: Americanah 9780307455925;  
We Should All Be Feminists 9781101911761

Dream Count
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
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DAW | PB | 978-0-7564-1693-5  
368 pp. | $20.00 / $27.00 Can.

EB: 9780756415198

Also Available: Noor 9780756418304

Binti: The Complete Trilogy
Nnedi Okorafor

A landmark work of Afrofuturism, Binti imagines a world in 
which humans have joined a community of space-going 
beings. Refuting the space opera trope, Okorafor presents 
instead a world in which different groups maintain different 
traditions, languages, politics, and cultures. Binti is a 
young Himba girl with the chance of a lifetime: to attend 
Oomza University. Despite her family’s concerns, Binti’s 
aptitude with astrolabes makes her a prime candidate to 
undertake this interstellar journey. But everything changes 
when the Medusae attack Binti’s spaceship, leaving her 
the only survivor. Now, Binti must fend for herself. 

Theme: African American 
Voices and Stories

Website: nnedi.com 
Video: prhlink.com/binti 
Social Media: @Nnedi

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Muhlenberg College; Purdue 
University; San Juan College; 
Stockton University; Wake Forest 
University; and Owensboro 
Community & Technical College

Vintage | PB | 978-0-525-43561-7  
336 pp. | $18.00

EB: 9780525519942

The Unsettled
Ayana Mathis

A searing multi-generational novel—set in the 1980s in 
racially and politically turbulent Philadelphia and in the 
tiny town of Bonaparte, Alabama—about a mother fighting 
for her sanity and survival.

“Poignant, heartbreaking . . . Mathis skillfully and subtly 
drops allusions to historical events, sending the reader 
on a kind of intellectual treasure hunt.”—The New York 
Times Book Review

Theme: African American 
Voices and Stories

Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-46782-4  
336 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.

EB: 9780385548625

Between Two Moons
Aisha Abdel Gawad

This novel is a deeply moving family story about identity, 
faith, and belonging set in the Muslim immigrant enclave 
of Bay Ridge, Brooklyn as it follows three siblings coming 
of age over the course of one Ramadan.

“Between Two Moons is a generous, beautiful portrait of 
both the joys and fears of Muslim life, one that doesn’t 
treat lived experience only as tragedy. It is a moving look 
at family, survival, and celebration, one that will echo for 
decades.”—Hanif Abdurraqib, author of A Little Devil in 
America

Theme: Arab American  
Voices and Stories

Website: aishaabdelgawad.com 
Instagram: @aisha_abdelg

Pantheon | HC | 978-1-5247-4841-8  
528 pp. | $35.00 / $47.00 Can.

EB: 9781524748425

Shubeik Lubeik
Deena Mohamed

In this original debut graphic novel that imagines a fantas-
tical Cairo where wishes come true, Deena Mohamed 
brings to life a cast of characters whose struggles and 
triumphs are heartbreaking, inspiring, and deeply resonant.

“A future classic that may one day be spoken of in the 
same breath as Craig Thompson’s Blankets, or Marjane 
Satrapi’s Persepolis.”—The Guardian

Theme: Arab American 
Voices and Stories

Website: deenadraws.art 
Video: prhlink.com/lubeik 
Twitter and Instagram:  
@itsdeenasaur
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Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-46649-0  
416 pp. | $19.00

EB: 9780593321218

Tomorrow, and Tomorrow,  
and Tomorrow
Gabrielle Zevin

In this exhilarating novel two friends—often in love, but 
never lovers—come together as creative partners in the 
world of video game design, where success brings them 
fame, joy, tragedy, duplicity, and, ultimately, a kind of 
immortality.

“A beautifully wrought saga of human connection and the 
creative process, of love and all of its complicated levels.  
A gem of a novel. . . . Intimate yet sweeping, modern yet 
timeless.”—Erin Morgenstern, author of The Starless Sea

Shortlisted for the Wingate Prize
Theme: Asian American and  
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: gabriellezevin.com/ 
Instagram: @gabriellezevin

Penguin Books | PB  
978-0-593-49266-6 | 352 pp. | $18.00

EB: 9780593492550

Also Available: Little Fires Everywhere 
9780735224315

Our Missing Hearts
Celeste Ng

From the author of Little Fires Everywhere, comes the 
inspiring new novel about finding hope in a society 
governed by fear. This novel is a story about the power and 
limitations of art to create change, the legacies we pass on 
to future generations, and of the ways supposedly civilized 
communities can ignore the most searing injustices.

“In the tradition of The Handmaid’s Tale and 1984 . . . at its 
core a parable about the wages of fear, how it can lead to 
bigotry, racism and institutionalized hatred.”—The Wash-
ington Post

Theme: Asian American and  
Pacific Islander Voices and Stories

Website: celesteng.com 
Social Media: @pronounced_ing

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Pomona College

Hogarth | HC | 978-0-593-44823-6  
272 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593448243

Great Expectations
Vinson Cunningham

In this debut novel from one of The New Yorker’s rising 
stars, a young Black man, David, spends 18 months working 
on a Senator’s campaign to become the United States’ first 
Black president. Meditating on politics and politicians, reli-
gion and preachers, fathers and family, Great Expectations 
is both an emotionally resonant coming-of-age story and 
a rich novel of ideas.

“One of the smartest and most involving political novels 
I’ve read in ages.”—The Wall Street Journal

Theme: Coming of Age

Website: vinson.nyc 
Twitter: @vcunningham

Make Me a World | HC  
978-0-593-38120-5 | TK pp.  
$19.99 / $26.99 Can.

Also Available: Home is Not a Country 
9780593177082

Bright Red Fruit
Safia Elhillo

In this gripping coming-of-age novel from the critically 
acclaimed author and poet Safia Elhillo, a young woman 
searches to find the balance between honoring her family, 
her artistry, and her authentic self.

“Crackles with energy . . . In a word, gorgeous.”—Samira 
Ahmed, New York Times bestselling author of Internment 
and Hollow Fires.

Theme: Coming of Age
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Random House | HC  
978-0-8129-9484-1 | 416 pp. | $28.99

EB: 9780812994858

Also Available: The Return: Fathers, 
Sons and the Land in Between 
9780812985085

My Friends
Hisham Matar

As a young boy growing up in Benghazi, Khaled encoun-
ters a bizarre short story whose power spurs him to pursue 
a life of the mind at the University of Edinburgh. When a 
chance encounter brings Khaled face-to-face with the 
author of the fateful short story, he is subsumed into the 
deepest friendship of his life, one that both sustains him 
and eventually forces him, as the Arab Spring erupts, to 
confront agonizing tensions between revolution and 
safety, family and exile.

Theme: Coming of Age

Twitter: @hishamjmatar

Penguin Booksa | PB  
978-0-525-55297-0 | 336 pp.  
$11.99 / $15.99 Can.

Darius the Great Is Not Okay
Adib Khorram

Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he 
knows more about Hobbit social cues than Persian ones. 
He’s a Fractional Persian—half, his mom’s side—and his 
first-ever trip to Iran is about to change his life. Darius has 
never really fit in at home, and he’s sure things are going to 
be the same in Iran. His clinical depression doesn’t exactly 
help matters, and trying to explain his medication to his 
grandparents only makes things harder. Then Darius 
meets Sohrab, the boy next door, and everything changes.

Theme: Coming of Age

Website: adibkhorram.com/ 
Video: prhlink.com/dariusthegreat

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Kansas State University, San 
Jose State University

The Music of Bees
Eileen Garvin

“In The Music of Bees, three lonely strangers in a rural 
Oregon town, each working through grief and life’s curve-
balls, are brought together by happenstance on a local 
honeybee farm where they find surprising friendship, 
healing—and maybe even a second chance—just when 
they least expect it.

”Eileen Garvin’s debut novel is uplifting, funny, bold, and 
inspirational.”—Adriana Trigiani, New York Times best-
selling author

Theme: Family

Labyrinth Road | HC  
978-0-593-64466-9 | TK pp.  
$19.99 / $26.99 Can.

EB: 9780593644683

Also Available: Dear Medusa 
9780593485767

Ariel Crashes a Train
Olivia Cole

From acclaimed author Olivia A. Cole, comes a haunting 
yet hopeful portrait of a girl on the edge. This stunning 
novel-in-verse explores OCD and one girl’s journey to 
discovering a future where she can be at home in her mind 
and body. 

“A poetic, visceral, deeply affecting story that will stay with 
me for years to come, not only because of it’s beauty and 
intensity but because it’s the first time I’ve seen OCD 
represented so accurately in fiction.”—Allison Britz, author 
of Obsessed: A Memoir of My Life with OCD

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Dutton | PB | 978-0-593-18393-9 
352 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.

EB: 9780593183946

Also available: Crow Talk 9780593473887

Website: eileengarvin.com 
Social Media: eileengarvin

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Auburn University; Genesee 
Community College; and 
Owensboro Community & 
Technical College



	 To request examination copies, visit prhlink.com/FYR25Form	  31

FICTION & POETRY

One World | HC | 978-0-593-72996-0  
128 pp. | $26.00

EB: 9780593729977

Also Available: Born a Crime: Stories 
from a South African Childhood 
9780399588198

Into the Uncut Grass
Trevor Noah; Illustrated by Sabina Hahn

In the tradition of The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse 
comes a gorgeously illustrated fable about a young child’s 
journey into the world beyond the shadow of home, a 
magical landscape where he discovers the secrets of soli-
darity, connection, and finding peace with the people we 
love. Infused with the author’s signature wit and imagina-
tion, in collaboration with visionary artist Sabina Hahn, it’s 
a tale for readers of all ages.

Theme: Inspirational

Website: trevornoah.com 
Twitter: @Trevornoah

One World | HC | 978-0-593-44909-7  
224 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593449103

Also Available: The Undocumented 
Americans 9780399592706

Catalina
Karla Cornejo Villavicencio 

When Catalina is admitted to Harvard, it feels like the 
fulfillment of destiny: a miracle child escapes death in 
Latin America, moves to Queens to be raised by her undoc-
umented grandparents, and becomes one of the chosen. 
Now a senior, she faces graduation to a world that has no 
place for the undocumented. Brash and daring, part 
campus novel, part hagiography, part pop song, Catalina is 
unlike any coming-of-age novel you’ve ever read.

Theme: Immigrant &  
First-Generation Stories

Catapult | HC | 978-1-64622-195-0  
320 pp. | $27.00

EB: 9781646221967

The Berry Pickers
Amanda Peters

July 1962. A Mi’kmaq family from Nova Scotia arrives in 
Maine to pick blueberries for the summer. Weeks later, 
four-year-old Ruthie, the family’s youngest child, vanishes. 
The mystery of her disappearance will haunt the survivors, 
unravel a family, cast a shadow of trauma over the commu-
nity, and demonstrate the persistence of love across time 
in the fifty years that follow.

“Eloquently speaks to the deep loss and existential search-
ing that Indigenous children . . . are haunted by throughout 
their lives.”—Michelle Good, author of Five Little Indians

Longlisted for the Andrew Carnegie Medals of Excellence Theme: Native American and 
Indigenous Voices and Stories

Website: amandapetersauthor.com 
Video: prhlink.com/berrypickers

Counterpoint | PB | 978-1-64009-427-7  
208 pp. | $16.95 / $24.00 Can.

EB: 9781640092693

The Beadworkers
Stories
Beth Piatote

Beth Piatote’s luminous short story collection opens with a 
feast, grounding its stories in the landscapes and life-
worlds of the Native Northwest, exploring the pattern of 
Native American life in the contemporary world.

“Beth Piatote’s debut collection is smart, layered, and 
inventive. . . . A profound and humorous meditation on 
Native families, language, and life. It is braided, and beaded, 
and true.” —Tommy Orange, author of There There

Longlisted for the 2020 PEN/Robert W. Bingham Prize  
for Debut Short Story CollectionTheme: Native American and 

Indigenous Voices and Stories

Website: complit.berkeley.edu/
people/faculty/beth-piatote

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Eastern Oregon University
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A Spell of Good Things
Ayobami Adebayo
Vintage | PB | 978-1-9848-9888-3  
352 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780525657651

The Last Animal
Ramona Ausubel
Riverhead | PB | 978-0-593-42053-9  
304 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593420546

The Vanishing Half
Brit Bennett
Riverhead | PB | 978-0-525-53696-3  
400 pp. | $18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9780525536970

Kindred
Octavia Butler
Beacon Press | PB  
978-0-8070-8369-7 | 288 pp.  
$17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780807083703

Sabrina & Corina
Stories
Kali Fajardo-Anstine
One World | PB | 978-0-525-51130-4  
240 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780525511311

Vanishing Maps
Cristina García
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-46797-8  
272 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593534755

Nuclear Family
Joseph Han
Counterpoint | PB | 978-1-64009-594-6  
320 pp. | $17.95 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9781640094871

The Book of  
Unknown Americans
Cristina Henríquez
Vintage | PB | 978-0-345-80640-6  
304 pp. | $16.00
EB: 9780385350853

Where the Dead  
Sit Talking
Brandon Hobson
Soho Press | PB | 978-1-64129-017-3  
288 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9781616958886

Klara and the Sun
Kazuo Ishiguro
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-31129-5  
320 pp. | $18.00
EB: 9780593318188

How Beautiful We Were
Imbolo Mbue
Random House | PB  
978-0-593-13244-9 | 384 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9780593132432

Oye
Melissa Mogollon
Hogarth | HC | 978-0-593-59490-2  
336 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593594919

Take My Hand
Dolen Perkins-Valdez
Berkley | PB | 978-0-593-33771-4  
384 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780593337707

River Sing Me Home
Eleanor Shearer
Berkley | PB | 978-0-593-54806-6  
352 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780593548059

Ink Knows No Borders
Poems of the Immigrant and 
Refugee Experience
Patrice Vecchione
Triangle Square | PB  
978-1-60980-907-2 | 208 pp.  
$16.95 / $22.95 Can.

Project Hail Mary
Andy Weir
Ballantine Books | PB  
978-0-593-13522-8 | 496 pp.  
$20.00 / $26.00 Can.
EB: 9780593135211
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Penguin Press | HC  
978-0-593-49116-4 | 336 pp.  
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593491171

Also Available: All That She Carried: 
The Journey of Ashley’s Sack, a Black 
Family Keepsake 9781984855015

Night Flyer
Harriet Tubman and the Faith Dreams of a Free People
Tiya Miles

From the National Book Award–winning author of All That 
She Carried, Night Flyer is an intimate and revelatory reck-
oning with the myth and the truth behind Harriett Tubman. 
Miles explores beyond the stock historical grid to weave 
Tubman’s life into the fabric of her world. She probes the 
ecological reality of Tubman’s surroundings and examines 
her kinship with other enslaved women who similarly 
passed through a spiritual wilderness and recorded those 
travels in profound and moving memoirs.

Theme: African American 
Voices and Stories

Website: history.fas.harvard.edu/
people/tiya-miles 
Social Media: @TiyaMilesTAM

One World | PB | 978-0-593-23059-6  
624 pp. | $25.00 / $34.00 Can.

EB: 9780593230589

The 1619 Project
A New Origin Story
Nikole Hannah-Jones and  
The New York Times Magazine

The New York Times Magazine’s award-winning “1619 
Project” issue reframed our understanding of American 
history by placing slavery and its continuing legacy at the 
center of our national narrative. This new book substan-
tially expands on that work, weaving together essays, 
poems, and works of fiction that explore the legacy of 
slavery in present-day America.

Winner of the NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work –  
Nonfiction; Finalist for the Kirkus Prize for NonfictionTheme: African American 

Voices and Stories

Website: 1619books.com 
Video: prhlink.com/ 
nikolehannahjonesvideo 
Twitter: @nhannahjones

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Metropolitan Community 
College – Penn Valley and 
University of Pennsylvania 
School of Social Policy & Practice

Penguin Press | HC  
978-0-593-49242-0 | 208 pp.  
$28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593492437

A Passionate Mind  
in Relentless Pursuit
The Vision of Mary McLeod Bethune
Noliwe Rooks

When Mary McLeod Bethune died, tributes in newspapers 
around the country said the same thing: she should be on 
the Mount Rushmore of Black American achievement. 
Indeed, Bethune is the only Black American whose statue 
stands in Statuary Hall in the US Capitol. Here, Noliwe Rooks 
turns Bethune from stone to flesh, showing her to have 
been a visionary leader with lessons to still teach us as we 
continue on our journey toward a freer and more just nation.

Theme: African American 
Voices and Stories

Website: noliwerooks.com 
Social Media: @nrookie 

Crown | HC | 978-0-593-72872-7  
368 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593728734

Also Available: On Tyranny 
9780804190114

On Freedom
Timothy Snyder

On Freedom takes us on a thrilling intellectual journey. 
Drawing on the work of philosophers and political dissi-
dents, conversations with contemporary thinkers, and his 
own experiences coming of age in a time of American 
exceptionalism, Snyder identifies the practices and atti-
tudes—the habits of mind—that will allow us to design a 
government in which we and future generations can 
flourish. Intimate yet ambitious, this book helps forge a 
new consensus rooted in a politics of abundance, gener-
osity, and grace.

Theme: Critical Thinking

Website: timothysnyder.org 
Twitter: @TimothyDSnyder
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Thesis | HC | 978-0-593-54167-8  
304 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593541685

The Small and the Mighty
Twelve Unsung Americans Who Changed the Course of 
History, From the Founding to the Civil Rights Movement
Sharon McMahon

In The Small and the Mighty, Sharon McMahon proves that 
the most remarkable Americans are often ordinary people 
who didn’t make it into the textbooks. Not the presidents, 
but the telephone operators. Not the aristocrats, but the  
schoolteachers. Through meticulous research, she discovers 
history’s unsung characters and brings their rich, riveting 
stories to light for the first time. 

Theme: Leadership

Website: sharonmcmahon.com 
Social Media: @sharonsaysso

Vintage | PB | 978-0-525-56344-0  
400 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.

EB: 9780525521723

Time’s Echo
Music, Memory, and the Second World War
Jeremy Eichler

A stirring account of how music bears witness to history 
and carries forward the memory of the wartime past

“In a seamless web of historical context, nuanced musical 
analysis, deft quotation, and his own first-person 
accounts of travel to relevant sites, Eichler fashions a 
narrative worthy of one of his principal inspirations, the 
elegiac novels of W.G. Sebald.”—The Boston Globe

Theme: Inspirational

Website: jeremy-eichler.com 
Twitter: @Jeremy_Eichler

Counterpoint | PB | 978-1-61902-825-8  
240 pp. | $16.95 / $23.00 Can.

EB: 9781619026681

Trace
Memory, History, Race, and the American Landscape
Lauret Savoy

Through personal journeys and historical inquiry, Trace 
explores how America’s still unfolding history and ideas of 
“race” have marked its people and the land. A Professor of 
Environmental Studies and Geology at Mount Holyoke 
College, Lauret Savoy weaves together human stories of 
migration, silence, and displacement, as epic as the conti-
nent they survey, with uplifted mountains, braided streams, 
and eroded canyons.

Finalist for the PEN American Open Book Award 
Winner of the American Book AwardTheme: Native American and 

Indigenous Voices and Stories

Website: lauretsavoy.com 
Social Media: @LauretSavoy

Beacon Press | PB  
978-0-8070-5548-9 | 232 pp.  
$17.95 / $23.95 Can.

EB: 9780807039687

Midnight in Vehicle City
General Motors, Flint, and the Strike  
That Created the Middle Class
Edward McClelland

The tumultuous Flint sit-down strike of 1936-1937 was the 
birth of the United Auto Workers, which set the standard 
for wages in every industry. Midnight in Vehicle City tells 
the story of how workers defeated General Motors, the 
largest industrial corporation in the world. Their victory 
ushered in the golden age of the American middle class 
and created a new kind of America, one in which every 
worker had a right to a share of the company’s wealth.

Theme: Social Action

Website: edwardmcclelland.com 
Social Media: @TedMcClelland

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Keene State College; Wake 
Forest University; and 
Washington College
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The Water Defenders
How Ordinary People Saved a 
Country from Corporate Greed
Robin Broad
Beacon Press | PB  
978-0-8070-5540-3 | 224 pp.  
$16.95 / $22.95 Can.
EB: 9780807029053

Mott Street
A Chinese American Family’s 
Story of Exclusion  
and Homecoming
Ava Chin
Penguin Books | PB  
978-0-525-55739-5 | 400 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780525557388

Half American
The Heroic Story of African 
Americans Fighting World War II 
at Home and Abroad
Matthew F. Delmont
Penguin Books | PB  
978-1-9848-8041-3 | 400 pp.  
$19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9781984880406

An Indigenous Peoples’ 
History of the  
United States
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz
Beacon Press | PB 
978-0-8070-5783-4 | 312 pp.  
$17.95 / $23.95 Can.
EB: 9780807000410

The Ground Breaking
The Tulsa Race Massacre and an 
American City’s Search for Justice
Scott Ellsworth
Dutton | PB | 978-0-593-18299-4 
336 pp. | $18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9780593183007

The Politics of Fear
The Peculiar Persistence  
of American Paranoia
Arthur Goldwag
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-46706-0  
304 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593467077

Killers of the Flower Moon
The Osage Murders  
and the Birth of the FBI
David Grann
Vintage | PB | 978-0-307-74248-3  
416 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780385534253

Black Women Taught Us
An Intimate History  
of Black Feminism
Jenn M. Jackson
Random House | HC  
978-0-593-24333-6 | 368 pp.  
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593243343

The Year of Living 
Constitutionally
One Man’s Humble Quest  
to Follow the Constitution’s 
Original Meaning
A.J. Jacobs
Crown | HC | 978-0-593-13674-4  
304 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593136751

Stamped from the Beginning
A Graphic History of Racist Ideas 
in America
Ibram X. Kendi and  
Joel Christian Gill
Ten Speed Graphic | PB  
978-1-9848-5944-0 | 288 pp.  
$24.99 / $33.99 Can.
EB: 9781984859457

March: Book Three
John Lewis
Top Shelf Productions | PB  
978-1-60309-402-3 | 256 pp.  
$19.99 / $25.99 Can.

The Black Angels
The Untold Story of the Nurses 
Who Helped Cure Tuberculosis
Maria Smilios
G. P. Putnam & Sons | HC | 
978-0-593-54492-1 | 448 pp.  
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593544938

The Barn
The Secret History of  
a Murder in Mississippi
Wright Thompson
Penguin Press | HC  
978-0-593-29982-1 | 448 pp.  
$35.00 / $48.00 Can.
EB: 9780593299838

Caste
The Origins of Our Discontents
Isabel Wilkerson
Random House | PB  
978-0-593-23027-5 | 544 pp.  
$21.00 / $28.00 Can.
EB: 9780593230268

The Warmth  
of Other Suns
The Epic Story of America’s Great 
Migration
Isabel Wilkerson
Vintage | PB | 978-0-679-76388-8  
640 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780679604075

Teaching White 
Supremacy
America’s Democratic Ordeal and 
the Forging of Our National Identity
Donald Yacovone
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-46716-9  
464 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593316641
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Knopf | HC | 978-0-525-65831-3  
336 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780525658320

The Death of Truth
How Social Media and the Internet Gave  
Snake Oil Salesmen and Demagogues the Weapons 
They Needed to Destroy Trust and Polarize the World 
—And What We Can Do
Steven Brill

How did we become a world where facts—shared truths—
have lost their power to hold us together as a community, 
as a country, globally? Steven Brill documents the forces 
and people that have created and exploited this world of 
chaos and division—and offers practical solutions for what 
we can do about it.

Theme: Critical Thinking

Social Media: @StevenBrill

The MIT Press | PB  
978-0-262-54630-0 | 184 pp.  
$14.95 / $19.95 Can.

EB: 9780262375597

On Disinformation
How to Fight for Truth and Protect Democracy
Lee McIntyre

In On Disinformation, Lee McIntyre shows how the war on 
facts began, and how students can fight back against the 
scourge of disinformation that is now threatening the very 
fabric of our society. Drawing on his twenty years of experi-
ence as a scholar of science denial, McIntyre explains how 
autocrats wield disinformation to manipulate a populace 
and deny obvious realities, why the best way to combat 
disinformation is to disrupt its spread, and most impor-
tantly, how we can win the war on truth.

Theme: Critical Thinking

Website: leemcintyrebooks.com 
Social Media: @LeeCMcIntyre

There has been much written about the impact of polarization on elections, 
political parties, and policy outcomes. But Keith Payne’s goal is more per-

sonal: to focus on what our divisions mean for us as individuals, as families, and 
as communities. This book is about how ordinary people think about politics, 
why talking about it is so hard, and how we can begin to mend the personal 
bonds that are fraying for so many of us.

Understanding the psychology behind our political divide provides clues about 
how we can reduce the damage it is causing. It won’t allow us to undo our polar-
ization overnight, but it can give us the tools to stop going around in circles in 
frustrating arguments. It can help us make better choices about how we engage 
in political debates, how policy makers and social media companies deal with 
misinformation, and how we deal with each other on social media. It can help us 
separate, if we choose to, our political principles from our personal relationships 
so that we can nurture both.

Theme: Being Connected

Viking | HC | 978-0-593-49194-2  
288 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593491959

Also available: The Broken Ladder 9780143128908

Good Reasonable People
The Psychology Behind America’s Dangerous Divide
Keith Payne

Website: bkpayne.web.unc.edu 
Social Media: @bkeithpayne
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Beacon Press | PB  
978-0-8070-0697-9 | 232 pp.  
$17.00 / $23.00 Can.

EB: 9780807006986

“They Just Need to Get a Job”
15 Myths on Homelessness
Mary Brosnahan

Drawing on her deep legal knowledge, policy expertise, and 
decades of frontline service, Mary Brosnahan cuts through 
the misinformation on homelessness to deliver two 
important messages: that homelessness ultimately stems 
from a lack of investment in affordable housing; and that 
the greatest myth of all is that we should have no hope. In 
fact, the proven solutions are well documented, and the 
ability to enact them depends on us all.

Theme: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Website: coalitionforthehomeless.org 
Social Media: @marybrosnahan 

North Atlantic Books | PB  
978-1-62317-884-0 | 328 pp.  
$20.95 / $27.95 Can.

EB: 9781623178857

When We Walk By
Forgotten Humanity, Broken Systems, and the Role  
We Can Each Play in Ending Homelessness in America
Kevin F. Adler

When We Walk By takes an urgent look at homelessness in 
America, showing us what we lose—in ourselves and as a 
society—when we choose to walk past and ignore our 
neighbors in shelters, insecure housing, or on the streets. 
And it brilliantly shows what we stand to gain when we 
embrace our humanity and move toward evidence-based 
people-first, community-driven solutions, offering social 
analysis, economic and political histories, and the real 
stories of unhoused people. 

Theme: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Website: kevinfadler.com 
Social Media: @kevinfadler

Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-70124-9  
432 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593701256

Solidarity
The Past, Present, and Future of a World-Changing Idea
Leah Hunt-Hendrix

From renowned organizers and activists Leah Hunt-Hen-
drix and Astra Taylor, comes the first in-depth examination 
of Solidarity—not just as a rallying cry, but as potent polit-
ical movement with potential to effect lasting change.

“Reads at once like a moral treatise and a rallying mani-
festo, a call to reflect and lock arms . . . but there’s 
something else humming under the surface, more philo-
sophical ideas pointing the way to the deep humanity 
implicit in our interdependence.”—The Washington Post

Theme: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Website: whatisdemocracy.info, 
waytowin.us 
Social Media: @astradisastra  
and @Lhunlhendrlx

Catapult | PB | 978-1-948226-78-3  
240 pp. | $16.95 / $23.00 Can.

EB: 9781948226790

Also Available: All You Can Ever Know 
9781948226370

A Map Is Only One Story
Twenty Writers on Immigration, Family,  
and the Meaning of Home
Nicole Chung

Selected from the archives of Catapult magazine, the 
essays in A Map Is Only One Story highlight the human side 
of immigration policies and polarized rhetoric, as twenty 
writers share provocative personal stories of existing 
between languages and cultures.

From stories about being undocumented in the US to 
living on the border with Mexico, these personal narra-
tives delve into the challenges―and power―that we 
derive from our connections to place.”—TimeTheme: Immigrant &  

First-Generation Stories

Website: nicolechung.net 
Social Media: @nicolesjchung

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Bergen Community College and 
Lewis and Clark College
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Viking | HC | 978-0-593-65425-5  
384 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.

EB: 9780593654262

In the Shadow of Liberty
The Invisible History of Immigrant Detention  
in the United States
Ana Raquel Minian

Historian Ana Raquel Minian reveals in In the Shadow of Lib-
erty, the history of immigration tracing back to the 1800s—one 
in which immigrants to the United States have continually 
been held without recourse to their constitutional rights.

“Reveals how conceptions of immigrant rightlessness 
have undergirded the creation of carceral black sites at, 
within, and beyond our borders—all while never losing site 
of our capacity to move America toward a new era of 
justice and dignity.”—Francisco Cantú, author of The Line 
Becomes a River

Theme: Immigrant &  
First-Generation Stories

Website: ccsre.stanford.edu/
people/ana-raquel-minian 
Social Media: @AnaRMinian 

Beacon Press | PB  
978-0-8070-1335-9 | 376 pp.  
$19.95 / $25.95 Can.

EB: 9780807006665

Making Americans
Stories of Historic Struggles, New Ideas,  
and Inspiration in Immigrant Education
Jessica Lander

Making Americans is a landmark work that weaves capti-
vating stories about the past, present, and personal into an 
inspiring vision for how America can educate immigrant 
students. Setting out from her classroom, Jessica Lander 
brings to life the history of America’s efforts to educate 
immigrants, visits innovative classrooms across the 
country that work with immigrant-origin students, and 
shares inspiring stories of how seven of her own immigrant 
students created new homes in America. 

Theme: Immigrant &  
First-Generation Stories

Website: jessicalander.com 
Social Media: @jessica_lander 

Penguin Books | PB  
978-0-525-56067-8 | 240 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780525560661

Also Available: The World 
9780399562419

The Bill of Obligations
The Ten Habits of Good Citizens
Richard Haass

In The Bill of Obligations, Richard Haass argues that the 
idea of American citizenship must be expanded in order to 
save our democracy. Respect for rights, however essential, 
is not sufficient. The ten obligations Haass introduces 
reenvision what it means to be an American citizen. 
Through an expert blend of civics, history, and political 
analysis, this book illuminates how Americans can redis-
cover the attitudes and behaviors that have contributed to 
this country’s success over the centuries.

Theme: Social Action

Website: cfr.org/expert/
richard-haass 
Social Media: @RichardHaass

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Colorado Mountain College - 
Spring Valley and Meredith 
College

Seven Stories Press | HC  
978-1-64421-363-6 | 384 pp.  
$35.00 / $46.00 Can.

EB: 9781644213643

Attack from Within
How Disinformation Is Sabotaging America
Barbara McQuade

American society is more polarized than ever before. We 
are strategically being pushed apart by disinformation—
the deliberate spreading of lies disguised as truth. It’s 
endangering our democracy and causing havoc in our 
electoral system, schools, hospitals, workplaces, and in our 
Capitol. In Attack from Within, legal scholar and analyst 
Barbara McQuade, shows us how to identify the ways 
disinformation is seeping into all facets of our society and 
how we can fight against it.

Theme: Critical Thinking

Website: barbaramcquade.com 
Social Media: @BarbMcQuade
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Voices of a People’s 
History of the United 
States in the 21st Century
Documents of Hope and Resistance
Anthony Arnove
Seven Stories Press | PB  
978-1-64421-297-4 | 448 pp.  
$24.95 / $33.95 Can.
EB: 9781644212981

Tales of Two Americas
Stories of Inequality  
in a Divided Nation
John Freeman
Penguin Books | PB  
978-0-14-313103-8 | 352 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9781524704827

The Boys of Riverside
A Deaf Football Team  
and a Quest for Glory
Thomas Fuller
Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-54987-5 
256 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780385549882

The Persuaders
At the Front Lines of the Fight for 
Hearts, Minds, and Democracy
Anand Giridharadas
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-31264-3  
352 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593319000

Think Again
The Power of Knowing  
What You Don’t Know
Adam Grant
Penguin Books | PB  
978-1-9848-7812-0 | 320 pp.  
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9781984878113

How I Survived a Chinese 
“Reeducation” Camp
A Uyghur Woman’s Story
Gulbahar Haitiwaji
Seven Stories Press | HC  
978-1-64421-148-9 | 240 pp.  
$26.95 / $35.95 Can.
EB: 9781644211496

Undivided
The Quest for Racial Solidarity  
in an American Church
Hahrie Han
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-31886-7  
304 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.
EB: 9780593318874

Waiting to Be Arrested  
at Night
A Uyghur Poet’s Memoir  
of China’s Genocide
Tahir Hamut Izgil
Penguin Press | HC |  
978-0-593-49179-9 | 272 pp.  
$28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780593491805

The Great Wave
The Era of Radical Disruption  
and the Rise of the Outsider
Michiko Kakutani
Crown | HC | 978-0-525-57499-6  
256 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780525575016

City Limits
Infrastructure, Inequality, and the 
Future of America’s Highways
Megan Kimble
Crown | HC | 978-0-593-44378-1  
368 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593443798

2020
One City, Seven People, and  
the Year Everything Changed
Eric Klinenberg
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-31948-2  
464 pp. | $32.00 / $42.00 Can.
EB: 9780593319499

A Map of Future Ruins
On Borders and Belonging
Lauren Markham
Riverhead | HC | 978-0-593-54557-7 
272 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780593545591

Disability Pride
Dispatches from a Post-ADA World
Ben Mattlin
Beacon Press | HC  
978-0-8070-3645-7 | 272 pp.  
$29.95 / $39.95 Can.
EB: 9780807036464

The Ungrateful Refugee
What Immigrants Never Tell You
Dina Nayeri
Catapult | PB | 978-1-64622-021-2  
368 pp. | $17.95 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9781948226431

The Unclaimed
Abandonment and Hope  
in the City of Angels
Pamela Prickett and  
Stefan Timmermans
Crown | HC | 978-0-593-23905-6  
336 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593239063

It’s OK to Be Angry  
About Capitalism
Bernie Sanders
Crown | PB | 978-0-593-23873-8  
320 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593238721



40	 First-Year & Common Reading  2025

ENVIRONMENT

Dutton | HC | 978-0-593-47274-3  
336 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593472767

The Weight of Nature
How a Changing Climate Changes Our Brains
Clayton Page Aldern

The march of climate change is stunning and vicious. But 
its effects on our very brains constitute a public-health 
crisis that has gone largely unreported. Based on seven 
years of research, this book by the award-winning jour-
nalist and trained neuroscientist Clayton Page Aldern, 
synthesizes the emerging neuroscience, psychology, and 
behavioral economics of global warming and brain health.

”This book is a triumph, rigorous in its reporting but also 
in its thinking and feeling.”—Bill McKibben, author of The 
End of NatureTheme: Climate Change

Website: claytonaldern.com 
Social Media: @compatibilism 
Video: prhlink.com/weightofnature

Dutton | PB | 978-0-525-55524-7  
336 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780525555223

The Anthropocene Reviewed
Essays on a Human-Centered Planet
John Green

The Anthropocene is the current geologic age, in which 
humans have profoundly reshaped the planet and its biodi-
versity. In this remarkable symphony of essays adapted and 
expanded from his groundbreaking podcast, John Green 
reviews different facets of the human-centered planet on a 
five-star scale—from the QWERTY keyboard and sunsets to 
Canada geese and Penguins of Madagascar.

“What Green is really telling us with these unexpected 
stories . . . is how much there is to love in the world and 
why that love is worth the effort.”—NPRTheme: Being Connected

Website: johngreenbooks.com 
Social Media: @johngreen

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Montcalm Community College; 
Sam Houston State University; 
University of Mississippi; 
University of Toledo; and 
University of Idaho

TarcherPerigee | PB  
978-0-593-71277-1 | 240 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593712788

Trash Talk
An Eye-Opening Exploration  
of Our Planet’s Dirtiest Problem
Iris Gottlieb

In a world of mass consumption and busy schedules, 
taking the time to understand our own trash habits can be 
daunting. In Trash Talk, Iris Gottlieb pulls back the curtain 
on the intricacies of the global trash production system 
and its contribution to climate change. From the history of 
the mafia’s rule of the New York sanitation system to orbital 
debris (space trash) to the myth of recycling, Gottlieb helps 
us see trash in a whole new way.

Theme: Climate Change

Website: irisgottlieb.com

Vintage | PB | 978-0-525-56338-9  
224 pp. | $18.00

EB: 9780525563396

The Story of More
How We Got to Climate Change  
and Where to Go from Here
Hope Jahren

At once an explainer on the mechanisms of global change 
and a lively, personal narrative given in Jahren’s inimitable 
voice, The Story of More is the essential pocket primer on 
climate change that will leave an indelible impact on 
everyone who reads it.

“Hope Jahren asks the central question of our time: how 
can we learn to live on a finite planet? The Story of More 
is thoughtful, informative, and—above all—essential.” 
—Elizabeth Kolbert, author of The Sixth ExtinctionTheme: Climate Change

Website: hopejahrensurecanwrite.com 
Twitter: @HopeJahren

Selected for Common Reading at: 
College of Charleston; North-
western University; University of 
Pittsburgh School of Public 
Health; University of South  
Carolina Upstate; and more
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Random House | HC  
978-0-593-13397-2 | 304 pp.  
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593133989

Becoming Earth
How Our Planet Came to Life
Ferris Jabr

Life and its environment have coevolved for billions of 
years, transforming a lump of orbiting rock into a cosmic 
oasis—a planet that breathes, metabolizes, and regulates 
its climate. Becoming Earth is an exhilarating journey 
through the hidden workings of our planetary symphony—
its players, its instruments, and the music of life that 
emerges—and an invitation to reexamine our place in it. 
How well we play our part will determine what kind of Earth 
our descendants inherit for millennia to come.

Theme: Critical Thinking

Website: ferrisjabr.com 
Twitter: @ferrisjabr

Penguin Books | PB  
978-0-593-49232-1 | 464 pp.  
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593492314

The Climate Book
The Facts and the Solutions
Greta Thunberg

In The Climate Book, Greta Thunberg has gathered the 
wisdom of over one hundred experts—geophysicists, 
oceanographers and meteorologists; engineers, econo-
mists and mathematicians; historians, philosophers and 
indigenous leaders—to equip us all with the knowledge we 
need to combat climate disaster. Throughout, illuminating 
and often shocking grayscale charts, graphs, diagrams, 
photographs, and illustrations underscore their research 
and their arguments.

Theme: Climate Change

Website:  
thegretathunbergfoundation.org 
Social Media: @GretaThunberg

Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-31261-2  
240 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780593318966

Pig Years
Ellyn Gaydos

This captivating memoir is a “startling testimony to the 
glories and sorrows of raising and harvesting plants and 
animals” (Anthony Doerr), as an itinerant farmhand chron-
icles the wonders hidden within the ever-blooming 
seasons of life, death, and rebirth.

“Gaydos describes in lyrical and unflinching detail the 
processes behind our food. . . . In Gaydos’s soft and honest 
delivery, the struggles and joys of life—plant, human, 
animal—come across as neither graphic nor gratuitous, 
but simply real.”—The New York Times

Theme: Food

Ten Speed Graphic | HC  
978-1-9848-6249-5 | 208 pp.  
$24.99 / $33.99 Can.

EB: 9781984862501

Advocate
A Graphic Memoir of Family, Community,  
and the Fight for Environmental Justice
Eddie Ahn

This moving graphic memoir follows Eddie Ahn, an envi-
ronmental justice lawyer and activist striving to serve 
diverse communities in San Francisco amidst environ-
mental catastrophes, an accelerating tide of racial and 
economic inequality, burnout, and his family’s expecta-
tions. Weaving together humorous anecdotes with 
moments of victory and hope, Eddie’s story demonstrates 
the value of a life of service.

Theme: Social Action

Website: brightlinedefense.org 
Twitter: @EddieAhn

Selected for Common Reading at: 
California State University - Los 
Angeles
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Unraveled
The Life and Death of a Garment
Maxine Bedat
Portfolio | HC | 978-0-593-08597-4  
336 pp. | $27.00 / $36.00 Can.
EB: 9780593085981

Life on the Rocks
Building a Future for Coral Reefs
Juli Berwald
Riverhead | PB | 978-0-593-08731-2  
352 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593087329

The Carbon Almanac
It’s Not too Late
Portfolio | PB | 9780593542514 
352 pp. | $21.00 / $28.00 Can.
EB: 9780593542521

Better Living  
Through Birding
Notes from a Black Man  
in the Natural World
Christian Cooper
Random House | PB  
978-0-593-24240-7 | 304 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593242391

Tales of Two Planets
Stories of Climate Change and 
Inequality in a Divided World
John Freeman
Penguin Books | PB | 9780143133926 
320 pp. | $18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9780525505716

How to Avoid  
a Climate Disaster
The Solutions We Have and  
the Breakthroughs We Need
Bill Gates
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-08185-3  
272 pp. | $19.00
EB: 9780385546140

As Long as Grass Grows
The Indigenous Fight for 
Environmental Justice, from 
Colonization to Standing Rock
Dina Gilio-Whitaker
Beacon Press | PB  
978-0-8070-2836-0 | 224 pp.  
$17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780807073797

All We Can Save
Truth, Courage, and Solutions  
for the Climate Crisis
Edited by  
Ayana Elizabeth Johnson  
and Katharine K. Wilkinson
One World | PB | 978-0-593-23708-3  
448 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593237076

H Is for Hope
Climate Change from A to Z
Elizabeth Kolbert
Ten Speed Press | HC  
978-1-9848-6352-2 | 160 pp.  
$24.99 / $33.99 Can.
EB: 9781984863539

Should We Go Extinct?
A Philosophical Dilemma  
for Our Unbearable Times
Todd May
Crown | HC | 978-0-593-79872-0  
176 pp. | $24.00 / $32.00 Can.
EB: 9780593798737

Paradise Falls
A Deadly Secret, a Cover-Up, and 
the Women Who Forged the 
Modern Environmental Movement
Keith O’Brien
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-31209-4  
496 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9780593318447

Every Day the  
River Changes
Four Weeks Down the Magdalena
Jordan Salama
Catapult | PB | 9781646221615 
224 pp. | $16.95 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9781646220458

Warmth
Coming of Age at the End  
of Our World
Daniel Sherrell
Penguin Books | PB |  
978-0-14-313653-8 | 272 pp.  
$17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780525508052

Finding the Mother Tree
Discovering the Wisdom  
of the Forest
Suzanne Simard
Vintage | PB | 978-0-525-56599-4  
384 pp. | $18.00
EB: 9780525656104

Valley So Low
One Lawyer’s Fight for Justice  
in the Wake of America’s  
Great Coal Catastrophe
Jared Sullivan
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-32111-9  
384 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593321126

The Worth of Water
Our Story of Chasing Solutions  
to the World’s Greatest Challenge
Gary White
Portfolio | HC | 978-0-593-18997-9  
240 pp. | $27.00 / $36.00 Can.
EB: 9780593189986
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Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-31680-1  
192 pp. | $25.00 / $34.00 Can.

EB: 9780593316818

Rescue Party
A Graphic Anthology of COVID Lockdown
Gabe Fowler

More than 140 single-page comics from artists the world 
over, documenting humanity’s retreat into COVID-19 lock-
down and imagining our eventual, boisterous reemergence.

“Rescue Party is a chronicle of the ebb and flow of how an 
epic event was lived across many countries, but it is also 
an ode to the power of art and comics to capture a 
moment and to crystallize the wish for a better world.” 
—The New Yorker

Theme: Being Connected

Anchor | PB | 978-0-525-56622-9  
288 pp. | $18.00 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780385544894

Under the Skin
The Hidden Toll of Racism on American Lives 
Linda Villarosa

Under the Skin is a landmark book that tells the full story of 
racial health disparities in America, revealing the toll 
racism takes on individuals and the health of the nation. 
Linda Villarosa lays bare the forces in the American health-
care system and in American society that cause Black 
people to “live sicker and die quicker” compared to their 
white counterparts. 

“Filled with indispensable research, but also filled with 
humanity.”—Clint Smith, author of How the Word Is Passed

Winner of the J. Anthony Lukas Book Prize, Finalist for the Pulitzer PrizeTheme: African American 
Voices and Stories

Website: lindavillarosa.com 
Video: Prhlink.com/undertheskin 
Twitter: @lindavillarosa  
IG: @Linda_Villarosa

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Midwestern University; University 
of Evansville, Honors Program; 
and University of Georgia – 
School of Social Work

Alcove Press | HC | 978-1-63910-668-4  
336 pp. | $29.99 / $38.99 Can.

EB: 9781639106691

Over the Influence
Why Social Media is Toxic for Women and Girls  
— And How We Can Take it Back
Kara Alaimo

Communication professor and CNN Opinion contributor 
Kara Alaimo reveals how social media is affecting every 
aspect of the lives of women and girls—from our relation-
ships and our parenting to our physical and mental 
well-being.

“A powerful and timely exploration of the pervasive toxicity 
of social media.”—Rana Awdish, MD, author of In Shock

Theme: Gender

Website: karaalaimo.com

The MIT Press | PB  
978-0-262-54765-9 | 264 pp.  
$24.95 / $33.95 Can.

EB: 9780262378185

The Biology of Kindness
Six Daily Choices for Health, Well-Being, and Longevity
Immaculata De Vivo

In this bracingly original book, the science of mindfulness 
and the findings of biology come together to show how 
kindness and optimism improve overall well-being in 
profound, organic, and demonstrable ways. Daniel Lumera, 
an expert in meditation and mindfulness, and Immaculata 
De Vivo, a preeminent researcher in molecular epidemi-
ology, outline a revolutionary approach to health, longevity, 
and quality of life—and explain the scientific evidence that 
supports their work.

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: www.hsph.harvard.edu/
profile/immaculata-de-vivo 
Social Media: @immaculatadevivo
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Penguin Press | HC  
978-0-593-65503-0 | 400 pp.  
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593655047

Also Available: The Coddling of the 
American Mind 9780735224919

The Anxious Generation
How the Great Rewiring of Childhood  
Is Causing an Epidemic of Mental Illness
Jonathan Haidt

Social psychologist Jonathan Haidt investigates the 
epidemic of teen mental illness that has become so prom-
inent as the “phone based childhood” replaced the 
“play-based childhood” in the early 2010s. He presents 
more than a dozen mechanisms by which this “great 
rewiring of childhood” has interfered with children’s social 
and neurological development, covering everything from 
sleep deprivation to attention fragmentation, addiction, 
loneliness, social contagion, social comparison, and 
perfectionism.Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: jonathanhaidt.com 
Social Media: @JonHaidt

Beacon Press | HC  
978-0-8070-2016-6 | 208 pp.  
$27.95 / $36.95 Can.

EB: 9780807020197

Treating Violence
An Emergency Room Doctor Takes On  
a Deadly American Epidemic
Rob Gore

Treating Violence is the inspiring story of a Black doctor 
who was deeply affected by the violence that plagued his 
Brooklyn childhood and later dedicated himself to 
addressing trauma and violence as public health issues. 

“Dr. Gore has been a longtime leader in creating coali-
tions to stop violence before it starts. This book tells the 
story of how—and why—while centering the work in the 
human stories.”—Megan Ranney, MD, MPH, dean, Yale 
School of Public HealthTheme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: kavibrooklyn.org 
Social Media: @kavi_brooklyn 

Beacon Press | PB  
978-0-8070-1642-8 | 264 pp.  
$18.95 / $24.95 Can.

EB: 9780807059159

The Cancer Factory
Industrial Chemicals, Corporate Deception,  
and the Hidden Deaths of American Workers
Jim Morris

The Cancer Factory tells the story of the Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber workers who experienced one of the nation’s worst, 
and best-documented, outbreaks of work-related cancer, 
and the lawyer who has represented the bladder-cancer 
victims at the plant for more than 30 years. 

“Morris skillfully weaves together voices of cross-genera-
tional workers, their families, and their advocates, never 
sugarcoating the harrowing details of factory conditions or 
the painful consequences of urethral tests and cancer 
treatments.”—Anna Young, Harvard School of Public Health

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: publichealthwatch.org 
Social Media: @JimGMorris 

Random House | PB  
978-1-9848-0145-6 | 320 pp.  
$22.00 / $29.99 Can.

EB: 9781984801449

Also Available: Mountains Beyond 
Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul 
Farmer, a Man Who Would Cure the 
World 9780812973013

Rough Sleepers
Dr. Jim O’Connell’s Urgent Mission  
to Bring Healing to Homeless People
Tracy Kidder

Dr. Jim O’Connell is a gifted man who invented ways to 
create a community of care for a city’s unhoused population,  
including those who sleep on the streets—the “rough 
sleepers.” In this illuminating book, we travel with O’Connell 
as he navigates Boston, offering medical care to some of 
the city’s most endangered citizens. Rough Sleepers explores 
how a small but dedicated group of people have changed 
countless lives by facing one of American society’s difficult 
problems instead of looking away.

Theme: Social Action

Website: tracykidder.com

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Boston College and Tufts 
University School of Medicine
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On Call
A Doctor’s Journey  
in Public Service
Anthony Fauci, M.D.
Viking | HC | 978-0-593-65747-8  
$36.00 / $48.00
EB: 9780593657485

Five Days at Memorial
Life and Death in a  
Storm-Ravaged Hospital
Sheri Fink
Crown | PB | 9780307718976  
592 pp. | $21.00 / $28.00 Can.
EB: 9780307718983

The Emergency
A Year of Healing and Heartbreak 
in a Chicago ER
Thomas Fisher
One World | PB | 978-0-593-23069-5  
288 pp. | $18.99 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780593230688

How to Prevent  
the Next Pandemic
Bill Gates
Knopf | HC | 978-0-593-53448-9  
304 pp. | $28.00
EB: 9780593534496

What the Eyes Don’t See
A Story of Crisis, Resistance,  
and Hope in an American City
Mona Hanna-Attisha
One World | PB | 978-0-399-59085-6  
384 pp. | $18.99 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780399590849

The Beauty in Breaking
A Memoir
Michele Harper
Riverhead | PB  
978-0-525-53739-7 | 304 pp.  
$17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780525537403

When Breath  
Becomes Air
Paul Kalanithi
Random House | HC  
978-0-8129-8840-6 | 256 pp.  
$27.00 / $37.00 Can.
EB: 9780812988413

Mountains Beyond 
Mountains
The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a 
Man Who Would Cure the World
Tracy Kidder
Random House | PB  
978-0-8129-7301-3 | 352 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.95 Can.
EB: 9781588363343

Together in a Sudden 
Strangeness
America’s Poets Respond  
to the Pandemic
Alice Quinn
Knopf | PB | 978-1-5247-1191-7 | 208 pp.  
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593318713

Epidemic Illusions
On the Coloniality  
of Global Public Health
Eugene T Richardson
The MIT Press | PB  
978-0-262-04560-5 | 232 pp.  
$25.00 / $34.00 Can.
EB: 9780262362634

Voices from the Pandemic
Americans Tell Their Stories of 
Crisis, Courage and Resilience
Eli Saslow
Anchor | PB | 978-0-593-31279-7  
240 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9780385547031

Neurotribes
The Legacy of Autism and  
the Future of Neurodiversity
Steve Silberman
Avery | PB | 978-0-399-18561-8  
560 pp. | $22.00 / $29.00 Can.
EB: 9781101639641

The Black Angels
The Untold Story of the Nurses 
Who Helped Cure Tuberculosis
Maria Smilios
Putnam | HC | 978-0-593-54492-1  
448 pp. | $30.00 / $39.99 Can.
EB: 9780593544938

The Body Is Not an 
Apology, Second Edition
The Power of Radical Self-Love
Sonya Renee Taylor
Berrett-Koehler | PB  
978-1-5230-9099-0 | 176 pp.  
$18.95 / $24.95 Can.

The Vaccine Race
Science, Politics, and the Human 
Costs of Defeating Disease
Meredith Wadman
Penguin Books | PB | 9780143111313  
464 pp. | $19.00 / $25.00 Can.
EB: 9780698177789

The Plague Year
America in the Time of Covid
Lawrence Wright
Vintage | PB | 978-0-593-31513-2  
416 pp. | $18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9780593320730
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Crown Currency | PB  
978-0-593-23831-8 | 496 pp.  
$20.00 / $27.99 Can.

EB: 9780593238301

AI 2041
Ten Visions for Our Future
Kai-Fu Lee and Chen Qiufan

In this provocative, utterly original work, Kai-Fu Lee, the 
former president of Google China and bestselling author of 
AI Superpowers, teams up with celebrated novelist Chen 
Qiufan to imagine our world in 2041 and how it will be 
shaped by AI in 10 gripping short stories. By gazing toward 
a not-so-distant horizon, AI 2041 offers urgent insights into 
our collective future—while reminding readers that, ulti-
mately, humankind remains the author of its destiny.

Theme: Alternate Worlds:  
Speculative Fiction

Twitter: @kaifulee

Dutton | HC | 978-0-593-18679-4  
336 pp. | $29.00 / $39.00 Can.

EB: 9780593186800

Starstruck
A Memoir of Astrophysics and Finding Light in the Dark
Sarafina El-Badry Nance

In a science-packed and inspirational memoir, Egyptian- 
American astrophysicist Sarafina El-Badry Nance shares 
how she boldly carved out a place in the field of astro-
physics, grounding herself in a lifelong love of the stars to 
face life’s inevitable challenges and embrace the unknown.

“The best book you will ever read about growing up to be 
a scientist.”—Sean Carroll, author of The Biggest Ideas in 
the Universe 

Theme: Arab American 
Voices and Stories

Website: starafina.com 
Video: prhlink.com/starstruck 
Social Media: @starstrickenSF

The uplifting story of a young Black scientist’s challenging journey to flourish 
outside the traditional confines of academia, inspired by her innate connec-

tion to nature’s most misunderstood animal—the shark.

Sharks Don’t Sink is a riveting, moving, and ultimately triumphant memoir at the 
intersection of science and social justice: a guidebook to how we can all learn to 
respect and protect some of nature’s most misunderstood and vulnerable crea-
tures—and grant the same grace to ourselves.

”Jasmin Graham has that winning combination of talent and grit needed to 
excel as a scientist. Every girl who wants to be a marine biologist should have 
this book.”—Hope Jahren, author of Lab Girl and The Story of More

“Sharks Don’t Sink is a compelling tale of resilience, passion, and the transfor-
mative power of empathy and knowledge. Through Graham’s eyes, we not only 
gain a newfound appreciation for these incredible creatures but also of 
Graham’s own journey to becoming a voice for the voiceless. Through this 
remarkable memoir, readers will be inspired to pursue their dreams, defy 
expectations, and fight for a better, more inclusive future for all.”—Weike Wang, 
author of Chemistry and Joan Is OkayTheme: African American Voices and Stories

Pantheon | HC | 978-0-593-68525-9  
224 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.

EB: 9780593685266

Sharks Don’t Sink
Adventures of a Rogue Shark Scientist
Jasmin Graham

Website: learningwithjasmin.org 
Twitter: @Elasmo_Gal & @MISS_Elasmo 
Instagram: @miss_elasmo

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Florida International University
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The MIT Press | PB  
978-0-262-54830-4 | 376 pp.  
$24.95 / $33.95 Can.

EB: 9780262373845

Design for a Better World
Meaningful, Sustainable, Humanity Centered
Donald A. Norman

The world is a mess. Our dire predicament, from collapsing 
social structures to the climate crisis, has been millennia in 
the making and can be traced back to the erroneous belief 
that the earth’s resources are infinite. The key to change, 
says Don Norman, is human behavior, covered in the 
book’s three major themes: meaning, sustainability, and 
humanity-centeredness. Design for a Better World pres-
ents an eye-opening diagnosis of where we’ve gone wrong 
and a clear prescription for making things better. 

Theme: Health & Wellbeing

Website: jnd.org 
Social Media: @jnd1er

Riverhead | HC  
978-0-593-53818-0 | 368 pp.  
$30.00 / $39.99 Can.

EB: 9780593538203

Playing with Reality
How Games Have Shaped Our World
Kelly Clancy

Playing with Reality explores the riveting history of games 
since the Enlightenment, weaving an unexpected path 
through military theory, political science, evolutionary 
biology, the development of computers and AI, cutting-edge 
neuroscience, and cognitive psychology. Neuroscientist and 
physicist Kelly Clancy shows how intertwined games have 
been with the arc of history. 

Theme: Innovation

Website: kellybclancy.com 
Social Media: @kellybclancy

Crown | HC | 978-0-593-59395-0  
352 pp. | $32.50 / $42.50 Can.

EB: 9780593593967

The Coming Wave
Technology, Power, and the Twenty-first Century’s 
Greatest Dilemma
Mustafa Suleyman

As co-founder of the pioneering AI company DeepMind, 
part of Google, Mustafa Suleyman has been at the center 
of the AI revolution. In The Coming Wave, Suleyman shows 
how these forces will create immense prosperity but also 
threaten the nation-state, the foundation of global order. 

Shortlisted for the Financial Times and Schroders Business Book of the 
Year Award

Theme: Innovation

Website: mustafa-suleyman.ai 
Twitter: @mustafasuleyman

Selected for Common Reading at: 
Purdue University Northwest

Random House | PB  
978-0-593-24184-4 | 336 pp.  
$22.00 / $29.99 Can.

EB: 9780593241851

Unmasking AI
My Mission to Protect What Is Human  
in a World of Machines
Joy Buolamwini

Dr. Joy Buolamwini, the self-described “Poet of Code,” goes 
beyond the news headlines about racism, colorism, and 
sexism in Big Tech to tell the remarkable story of how she 
uncovered what she calls “the coded gaze”—evidence of 
racial and gender bias in tech—and galvanized the move-
ment to prevent AI harms by founding the Algorithmic 
Justice League. Part memoir, part call-to-action, Unmasking 
AI explains what algorithmic systems are and how we’ve 
arrived at an era of AI harms and oppression.

Theme: Social Action

Website: poetofcode.com 
Twitter: @jovialjoy 
Video: prhlink.com/ 
joybuolamwinivideo

Selected for Common Reading at: 
University of Washington
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Human Frontiers
The Future of Big Ideas  
in an Age of Small Thinking
Michael Bhaskar
The MIT Press | PB | 978-0-262-54510-5  
432 pp. | $19.95 / $25.95 Can.
EB: 9780262367769

Explaining Life  
through Evolution
Prosanta Chakrabarty
The MIT Press | PB | 978-0-262-54625-6 
280 pp. | $22.95 / $29.95 Can.
EB: 9780262375474

Filterworld
How Algorithms Flattened Culture
Kyle Chayka
Doubleday | HC | 978-0-385-54828-1  
304 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780385548298

Sharing Space
An Astronaut’s Guide to Mission, 
Wonder, and Making Change
Cady Coleman
Penguin Life | HC | 978-0-593-49401-1 
272 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780593494028

Girl Decoded
A Scientist’s Quest  
to Reclaim Our Humanity by 
Bringing Emotional Intelligence 
to Technology
Rana el Kaliouby
Crown Currency | PB | 978-1-9848-2478-3  
352 pp. | $17.00 / $23.00 Can.
EB: 9781984824776

Her Space, Her Time
How Trailblazing Women 
Scientists Decoded the  
Hidden Universe
Shohini Ghose
The MIT Press | HC  
978-0-262-04831-6 | 272 pp. | $29.95
EB: 9780262375689

Lab Girl
A Memoir
Hope Jahren
Vintage | PB | 978-1-101-87372-4  
304 pp. | $16.00
EB: 9781101874943

Breaking Through
My Life in Science
Katalin Karikó
Crown | PB | 978-0-593-44318-7  
336 pp. | $20.00 / $27.99 Can.
EB: 9780593443170

The Singularity Is Nearer
When We Merge with AI
Ray Kurzweil
Viking | HC | 978-0-399-56276-1  
432 pp. | $35.00 / $48.00 Can.
EB: 9780399562778

Weapons of Math 
Destruction
How Big Data Increases Inequality 
and Threatens Democracy
Cathy O’Neil
Crown | PB | 978-0-553-41883-5  
288 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9780553418828

The Plant Hunter
A Scientist’s Quest  
for Nature’s Next Medicines
Cassandra Leah Quave
Penguin Books | PB |  
978-1-9848-7913-4 | 384 pp.  
$18.00 / $24.00 Can.
EB: 9781984879127

Life on Other Planets
A Memoir of Finding My Place  
in the Universe
Aomawa Shields
Viking | HC | 978-0-593-29918-0  
352 pp. | $28.00 / $37.99 Can.
EB: 9780593299197

Eat Like a Fish
My Adventures Farming the 
Ocean to Fight Climate Change
Bren Smith
Vintage | PB | 978-1-101-97432-2  
320 pp. | $17.95 / $23.95 Can.
EB: 9780451494559

Life 3.0
Being Human in the Age  
of Artificial Intelligence
Max Tegmark
Vintage | PB | 978-1-101-97031-7  
384 pp. | $19.00 / $25.99 Can.
EB: 9781101946602

An Immense World
How Animal Senses Reveal  
the Hidden Realms Around Us
Ed Yong
Random House | PB  
978-0-593-13325-5 | 480 pp. | $20.00
EB: 9780593133248

A City on Mars
Can we settle space, and have we 
really thought this through?
By Kelly and Zach Weinersmith
Penguin Press | HC | 978-1-9848-8172-4 
448 pp. | $32.00 | $42.00 Can. 
EB: 9781984881731



Selecting the right title is only the first step toward making your First-Year 
Reading program a success. We are pleased to help you with the following:

AUTHOR APPEARANCES

Interested in a speaking engagement or 
visit from an author? Our colleagues at the 
PRH Speakers Bureau can ensure your 
request is attended to quickly either during 
the evaluation process or once your book 
decision has been made.

DISCUSSION GUIDES

Looking for ways to increase student 
participation? Complimentary discussion 
guides are available for many of our titles 
and can be easily downloaded from our 
website. These are great tools for your 
instructors to use in class.

CUSTOMIZED COPIES

Want to include a letter from your dean or 
college president? Imprint the cover with a 
specialized seal? Modify the book in some 
other way? We will connect you to our 
Premium Sales Department to assist with 
your unique request. (Please note that 
custom copies are not for resale.) 

INCLUSIVE ACCESS

Our Common Reading titles are now 
eligible for use in your Inclusive Access 
program! For more information, email 
inclusiveaccess@prh.com

DESK COPIES

Ready for your Instructor copies?  
Your Higher Education Account Manager 
will support you in obtaining them  
based on your method of purchase for 
student copies.

ORDERING

Time to place your order?  We can assist 
you with your preferred method whether  
it be through your bookstore, a local 
wholesaler, or our in-house Premium  
Sales Department.

You can find more resources on starting  
a Common Reading program at  
https://CommonReads.com/faq/

Questions?
Penguin Random House 
1745 Broadway, New York, NY 10019 
CommonReads@prh.com

For Canadian sales inquiries, please  
contact Penguin Random House Canada at 
academictype@prh.com

Supports 
Your Program

The Penguin Random House Common Reading Advisory Board was launched in 2010. Comprised of your colleagues, 
the board has been instrumental in guiding our outreach to common reading programs around the country. 

2024 PRH FIRST-YEAR READING  
ADVISORY BOARD
Mathew Chetnik, Salem State University
Bethany Chinedu Willig, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Aileen Liu, University of California, Berkeley
Edwin Mayes, Case Western Reserve University
Erika K. Nielson Vargas, Texas State University
Paula Patch, Elon University
Katharine Pei, Washington University in St. Louis
Bernie Savarese, University of Tennessee
Dan Solworth, Northeastern University



Knopf Doubleday  
Publishing Group
Alfred A. Knopf
Anchor Books
Doubleday
Everyman’s Library
Pantheon
Schocken
Vintage Books

Penguin Publishing Group
Avery
Berkley 
DK 
Dutton 
Optimism Press
Penguin Books 
Penguin Classics 
Penguin Life
Penguin Press 
Plume 
Portfolio 
Putnam 
Riverhead 
Sentinel 
Signet Classics
TarcherPerigee 
Thesis 
Tiny Reparations Books
Viking
Writer’s Digest Books

Crown Publishing Group
4 Color Books
Clarkson Potter
Crown
Crown Currency
Ten Speed Graphic
Ten Speed Press
Watson-Guptill

Random House  
Publishing Group
Ballantine Books
Bantam
Convergent Books
Del Rey
Dell
The Dial Press
Forum Books
Harmony
Hogarth
Image
Ink & Willow
Inklore
Modern Library
Multnomah
One World
Random House
Random House Worlds
Roc Lit 101
Rodale Books
WaterBrook

Penguin Random House Audio
Books on Tape
Listening Library
Penguin Audio
Random House Audio

Penguin Random House  
Publishing Services
America’s Test Kitchen
Archie Comics  
Astra Publishing House  
Beacon Press  
Berrett-Koehler  
Blue Star Press  
Candlewick Press  
Catapult  
Charlesbridge
Crooked Lane  
Dark Horse Comics  
DC Comics
Disney Worldwide Publishing
Eaglemoss  
Good Night Books 
Hatherleigh Press  
Hay House  
Hearst Home Books
Highlights Press  
Holiday House  
IDW Publishing   
Kensington Publishing
Kingston Imperial

Kodansha Comics  
Kodansha USA  
The Library of America  
Marvel  
Melville House Publishing  
MIT Press  
New York Review Books  
No Starch Press
Nobrow   
North Atlantic Books
Other Press  
Parallax Press  
Prestel Publishing  
PRH Canada  
Quirk Books  
Rizzoli  
Sasquatch Books
Search Press  
Seven Seas  
Seven Stories Press   
Shambhala Publications, Inc  
Smithsonian Books
Soho Press
Square Enix  
Steerforth Press  
Tiger Tales  
Titan Books 
TokyoPop Inc  
Verso  
Victory Belt  
Watkins Media  
Wattpad WEBTOON Studios, Inc.

1745 Broadway
New York, NY 10019
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