
P
E

N
G

U
IN

 R
A

N
D

O
M

 H
O

U
S

E
 E

D
U

C
A

TI
O

N
17

4
5 

B
ro

ad
w

ay
N

ew
 Y

or
k,

 N
Y

 10
0

19

H
ig
h
er

Ed
uc
at
io
n Higher

Education Sociology
RECOMMENDED TITLES FOR 
COURSE ADOPTION SPRING 2020



SOCIOLOGY

A Knock at Midnight
A Story of Hope, Justice, and Freedom
Brittany K. Barnett

Brittany K. Barnett was only a law student when she 
came across the case that would change her life 
forever—that of Sharanda Jones, single mother, 
business owner, and, like Brittany, Black daughter 
of the rural South. A victim of America’s devastating 
war on drugs, Sharanda had been torn away from 
her young daughter and was serving a life sentence 
without parole—for a fi rst-time drug offense. As she 
studied this case, a system came into focus: one 
where widespread racial injustice forms the core of 
America’s addiction to incarceration. Moved by 
Sharanda’s plight, Brittany set to work to gain her 
freedom.

This had never been the plan. Bright and ambitious, 
Brittany was a successful accountant on her way to 
a high-powered future in corporate law. But 
Sharanda’s case opened the door to a harrowing 
journey through the criminal justice system. By day 
she moved billion-dollar deals, and by night she 
worked pro bono to free clients in near-hopeless 
legal battles. Ultimately, her path transformed her 
understanding of injustice in the courts, of genius 
languishing behind bars, and the very defi nition of 
freedom itself.

Crown • Hardcover • 336 pages • 978-1-9848-2578-0 • $28.00

Available June 2020

The Undocumented Americans
Karla Cornejo Villavicencio

Looking beyond the fl ashpoints of the border or the 
activism of the DREAMers, Cornejo Villavicencio 
explores the lives of the undocumented—and the 
mysteries of her own life as a DACA recipient. She 
fi nds the nation of singular, effervescent characters 
often reduced in the media to political pawns or 
nameless laborers. The stories she tells are not 
deferential or naively inspirational but show the 
love, magic, heartbreak, insanity, and vulgarity that 
infuse the day-to-day lives of her subjects. 

In New York, we meet the undocumented workers 
who were recruited into the federally funded 
Ground Zero cleanup after 9/11. In Miami, we enter 
the ubiquitous botanicas, which offer medicinal 
herbs and potions to those whose status blocks 
them from any other healthcare options. In Flint, 
Michigan, we learn of demands for state ID in order 
to receive life-saving clean water. And through it all 
we see the author grappling with the biggest 
questions of love, duty, family, and survival. 

In her incandescent, relentlessly probing voice, 
Cornejo Villavicencio combines sensitive reporting 
and powerful personal narratives to bring to light 
remarkable stories of resilience, madness, and death. 

One World • Hardcover 
208 pages • 978-0-399-59268-3 • $26.00

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781984825780
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780399592683


SOCIOLOGY

Golden Gates
Fighting for Housing in America
Conor Dougherty

New York Times journalist Conor Dougherty chroni-
cles America’s housing crisis from its West Coast 
epicenter, peeling back the decades of history and 
economic forces that brought us here. 

Dougherty follows a struggling math teacher who 
builds a political movement dedicated to ending 
single-family-house neighborhoods. A teenage girl 
who leads her apartment complex against their 
rent-raising landlord. A nun who tries to outmaneu-
ver private equity investors by amassing a multi-
million-dollar portfolio of affordable homes. A 
developer who manufactures homeless housing on 
an assembly line.

Sweeping in scope and intimate in detail, Golden 
Gates captures a vast political realignment during a 
moment of rapid technological and social change.

“Illustrate[s] how the crisis plays out in people’s lives 
and the forces driving the housing market . . . 
Dougherty’s in-depth reporting provides the reader 
with a more nuanced understanding of the forces 
at work in today’s high cost housing markets.” 

—Chris Herbert, managing director of the Harvard 
Joint Center for Housing Studies

Penguin Press • Hardcover
288 pages • 978-0-525-56021-0 • $28.00

After the Last Border
Two Families and the Story 
of Refuge in America
Jessica Goudeau
After the Last Border is an intimate look at the lives 
of two women settling as refugees in Austin, Texas.

Mu Naw, a Christian from Myanmar struggling to 
put down roots with her family, was accepted after 
decades in a refugee camp at a time when America 
was at its most open to displaced families; and 
Hasna, a Muslim from Syria, agrees to relocate as a 
last resort for the safety of her family—only to be 
cruelly separated from her children by a sudden 
ban on refugees from Muslim countries. Writer and 
activist Jessica Goudeau tracks the human im-
pacts of America’s ever-shifting refugee policy as 
both women narrowly escape from their home 
countries and begin the arduous but lifesaving pro-
cess of resettling in Austin

After the Last Border situates a dramatic, character-
driven story within a larger history—the evolution of 
modern refugee resettlement in the United States, 
beginning with World War II and ending with cur-
rent closed-door policies—revealing not just how 
America’s changing attitudes toward refugees has 
infl uenced policies and laws, but also the profound 
effect on human lives.

Viking • Hardcover • 368 pages • 978-0-525-55913-9 • $27.00

Available August 2020

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525560210
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525559139


SOCIOLOGY

Hood Feminism
Notes from the Women 
That a Movement Forgot
Miki Kendall

Mainstream feminists rarely talk about meeting ba-
sic needs as a feminist issue, argues Mikki Kendall, 
but food insecurity, access to quality education, 
safe neighborhoods, a living wage, and medical 
care are all feminist issues. All too often, the focus is 
not on basic survival for the many, but on increas-
ing privilege for the few. Prominent white feminists 
broadly suffer from their own myopia with regard to 
how things like race, class, sexual orientation, and 
ability intersect with gender. How can we stand in 
solidarity as a movement, Kendall asks, when there 
is the distinct likelihood that some women are op-
pressing others?

In her searing collection of essays, Kendall draws 
on her own experiences with hunger, violence, and 
hypersexualization, along with incisive commen-
tary on politics, pop culture, the stigma of mental 
health, and more. 

“Kendall has written the missive that feminists—es-
pecially white feminists—need to move forward 
with an intersectional and deliberately anti-racist 
focus.”—Dianna Anderson, author of Problematic

Viking • Hardcover • 288 pages • 978-0-525-56054-8 • $26.00

How to Be an Antiracist
Ibram X. Kendi

Antiracism is a transformative concept that 
reorients and reenergizes the conversation about 
racism—and, even more fundamentally, points us 
toward liberating new ways of thinking about 
ourselves and each other. At it’s core, racism is a 
powerful system that creates false hierarchies of 
human value; its warped logic extends beyond race, 
from the way we regard people of different 
ethnicities or skin colors to the way we treat people 
of different sexes, gender identities, and body types. 
Racism intersects with class and culture and 
geography and even changes the way we see and 
value ourselves. In How to Be an Antiracist, Kendi 
takes readers through a widening circle of antiracist 
ideas—from the most basic concepts to visionary 
possibilites—that will help readers see all forms of 
racism clearly, understand their posionous 
consequences, and work to oppose them in our 
systems and in ourselves.

“Ibram Kendi is today’s visionary in the enduring 
struggle for racial justice. . . . He illuminates the 
foundations of racism in revolutionary new ways, 
and I am consistently challenged and inspired by 
his analysis.”—Robin DiAngelo, New York Times 
bestselling author of White Fragility

One World • Hardcover 
320 pages • 978-0-525-50928-8 • $27.00

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525560548
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525509288


SOCIOLOGY

Five Days
The Fiery Reckoning of an American City
Wes Moore with Erica L. Green

When Freddie Gray was arrested for possessing an 
“illegal knife” in April 2015, he was, by eyewitness 
accounts that video evidence later confi rmed, 
treated “roughly” as police loaded him into a vehicle. 
By the end of his trip in the police van, Gray was in a 
coma from which he would never recover. In the 
wake of a long history of police abuse in Baltimore, 
this killing felt like the fi nal straw—it led to a week of 
protests, then fi ve days described alternately as a 
riot or an uprising that set the entire city on edge 
and caught the nation’s attention.

Wes Moore—along with journalist Erica Green—tells 
the story of the Baltimore uprising both through his 
own observations and through the eyes of other 
Baltimoreans, from a confl icted black captain of 
the Baltimore Police Department to a young white 
public defender who’s drawn into the violent center 
of the uprising herself. Each shifting point of view 
contributes to an engrossing, cacophonous 
account of one of the most consequential moments 
in our recent history, which is also an essential cri 
de coeur about the deeper causes of the violence 
and the small seeds of hope planted in its aftermath.

One World • Hardcover 
304 pages • 978-0-525-51236-3 • $28.00

Available September 2020

Economic Dignity
Gene Sperling

Economic Dignity is former director of the National 
Economic Council Gene Sperling’s effort to reframe 
our thinking in a time of wrenching economic 
change. He combines moral and intellectual 
seriousness with actual high-level policy experience 
to argue that economic dignity should be the 
singular end goal by which we chart America’s 
economic future. Too often, Sperling says, our 
economic debate confused ends and means; that 
we measure economic success by metrics like GDP 
instead of whether the economy is succeeding in 
lifting up the sense of meaning, purpose, fulfi llment, 
and security of people.

Sperling sees economic dignity as resting on three 
pillars. The fi rst: the capacity to care for family 
without economic deprivation. The second: the right 
to the pursuit of potential and purpose, including 
the right to second chances. The third: economic 
participation with respect and without domination 
and humiliation. All three pillars are rooted in the 
highest and most noble values of the American 
project. But getting there is the rub, and in Economic 
Dignity, Sperling offers paths that policymakers and 
citizens can follow for years to come.

Penguin Press • Hardcover
384 pages • 978-1-9848-7987-5 • $28.00

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525512363
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781984879875
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Pure Invention
How Japan’s Pop Culture Conquered the World
Matt Alt

We’ve all fallen in love with one or another of Japan’s pop-culture 
creations, from the techy to the wild to the super-kawaii. But as 
Japanese media veteran Matt Alt proves in this brilliant investigation 
of Tokyo’s pop-fantasy complex, we don’t know the half of it. Through 
the stories of an indelible group of artists, geniuses, and oddballs, 
Pure Invention reveals how Japanese ingenuity remade global culture 
and may have created modern life as we know it.

Crown • Hardcover • 352 pages • 978-1-9848-2669-5 • $28.00

Available June 2020

The Good Countr Equation
How We Can Repair the World in One Generation
Simon Anholt

Why doesn’t the world work? Simon Anholt, advisor to governments 
worldwide and creator of the Good Country Index, tells how he began 
fi nding answers to that question. What he came to realize is that the 
solution is twofold. We need to educate our children to be truly global 
citizens, to see the impact of their actions beyond their country’s 
borders. And we need to educate countries in the same way.

Berrett-Koehler Publishers • Trade Paperback • 240 pages • 978-1-5230-8961-1 • $19.95

The Smartphone Society
Technology, Power, and Resistance in the New Gilded Age
Nicole Aschoff 

Our smartphones have brought digital technology into the most inti-
mate spheres of life. Smartphones have allowed users to connect world-
wide in a way that was previously impossible, created communities 
across continents, and provided platforms for global justice movements. 
However, the rise of smartphones has led to corporations using con-
sumers’ personal data for profi t, unmonitored surveillance, and digital 
monopolies. But people are using their smartphones to fi ght back. New 
modes of resistance are emerging, signaling the possibility that our 
smartphones could be harnessed for the benefi t of people, not profi t.

Beacon Press • Hardcover • 216 pages • 978-0-8070-6168-8 • $25.95

The Economic Case for LGBT Equality
Why Fair and Equal Treatment Benefi ts Us All
M. V. Lee Badgett

We know that homophobia harms LGBT individuals in many ways, but 
economist M. V. Lee Badgett argues that in addition to moral and 
human rights reasons for equality, we can now also make a fi nancial 
argument. Finding that homophobia and transphobia cost 1% or 
more of a country’s GDP, Badgett expertly uses recent research and 
statistics to analyze how these hostile practices and environments 
affect both the US and global economies.

Beacon Press • Hardcover • 240 pages • 978-0-8070-3560-3 • $26.95

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781984826695
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781523089611
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780807061688
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780807035603


SOCIOLOGY

A Black Man in rumpland
Why We Didn’t Riot — But Should Have
Issac J. Bailey

Journalist Issac J. Bailey refl ects on a wide range of topics that have 
been increasingly dividing Americans, from police brutality and 
Confederate symbols to poverty and respectability politics. This book 
speaks to and for the millions of black and brown people throughout 
the United States who were marginalized by a media that prioritized 
the concerns and feelings of the white working class and an 
administration that made white supremacists giddy.

Other Press • Hardcover • 144 pages • 978-1-63542-028-9 • $19.99

Revolutionar Feminisms
Conversations on Collective Action and Radical Thought
Brenna Bhandar and Rafeef Ziadah

Black, anti-colonial, anti-racist feminist thought is often sidelined in 
mainstream discourses that transform feminism into simplistic 
calculations of how many women are in positions of power. Through 
interviews with key scholars, including Angela Y. Davis and Silvia 
Federici, Bhandar and Ziadah present a serious and thorough 
discussion of race, class, gender, and sexuality not merely as 
intersections to be noted or additives to be mixed in, but as co-
constitutive factors that must be reckoned with if we are to build 
effective coalitions.

Verso • Trade Paperback • 352 pages • 978-1-78873-776-0 • $29.95

Possible Minds
Twenty-Five Ways of Looking at AI
John Brockman, editor

John Brockman assembles 25 prominent thinkers—from Alison 
Gopnik and David Deutsch to Frank Wilczek and Stephen Wolfram—to 
weigh in on artifi cial intelligence and where it might be taking us.

“While the authors disagree on the answers, they agree on the major 
question: what dangers might AI present to humankind? Within that 
framework, the essays offer a host of novel ideas. . . . Enlightening, 
entertaining, and exciting reading.”—Publishers Weekly

Penguin • Trade Paperback • 320 pages • 978-0-525-55801-9 • $18.00

Hill Women
Finding Family and a Way Forward in the Appalachian 
Mountains
Cassie Chambers

Appalachian women face issues that are all too common, from 
domestic violence to the opioid crisis. But they also keep their 
communities together in the face of a system that continually fails 
them. With nuance and heart, Chambers uses these women’s stories 
to break down the myth of the hillbilly and illuminate a region whose 
poor communities, especially women, can lead it into the future.

“Destined to be compared to Hillbilly Elegy and Educated.”—BookPage 
(starred review)

Ballantine Books • Hardcover • 304 pages • 978-1-9848-1891-1 • $27.00

Cover 
Not Final

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781635420289
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781788737760
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525558019
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781984818911


SOCIOLOGY

Biased
Uncovering the Hidden Prejudice That Shapes 
What We See, Think, and Do
Jennifer L. Eberhardt, PD

One of the world’s leading experts on unconscious racial bias offers 
an examination of its infl uence at all levels of society—in our neigh-
borhoods, schools, workplaces, and criminal justice system. 

“Drawing on her pioneering research, Jennifer Eberhardt’s new book 
offers a powerful exploration of how racial bias seeps into our 
classrooms, college campuses, police departments, and businesses.” 

—Bruce Western, Columbia University

Penguin • Trade Paperback • 368 pages • 978-0-7352-2495-7 • $18.00

Burn It Down!
Feminist Manifestos for the Revolution
Breanne Fahs

In this landmark collection of manifestos spanning three centuries 
and four waves of feminist activism and writing, Burn It Down! is a 
testament to what is possible when women are driven to the edge. 
Among this confrontational sisterhood, you’ll fi nd “Dyke Manifesto” by 
the Lesbian Avengers, “The Ax Tampax Poem Feministo” by the 
Bloodsisters Project, “The Manifesto of Apocalyptic Witchcraft” by 
Peter Grey, and 72 other provoking manifestos.

Verso • Hardcover • 528 pages • 978-1-78873-538-4 • $29.95

Tales of wo Planets
Stories of Climate Change and Inequality in a Divided World
Edited by John reeman

Building from his acclaimed anthology Tales of Two Americas, editor 
John Freeman draws together 35 of our greatest writers to help us see 
how the environmental crisis is affecting the world. Margaret Atwood 
conjures a dystopian future. Lauren Groff whisks us to Florida; Ed-
widge Danticat to Haiti; Tahmima Anam to Bangladesh; Yasmine El 
Rashidi to Egypt. Eka Kurniawan brings us to Indonesia, Chinelo 
Okparanta to Nigeria, and Anuradha Roy to the Himalayas.

Penguin • Trade Paperback • 320 pages • 978-0-14-313392-6 • $18.00

Available August 2020

How to They/Them
A Visual Guide to Nonbinary Pronouns 
and the World of Gender Fluidity
Stuart Getty

Ever wonder what “nonbinary” or “gender nonconforming” really 
mean? From a they/them-using nonbinary writer, this book makes it 
humorous and easy to learn so that everyone can get it. No soap 
boxes or divisive comment section wars here. Sometimes funny, 
sometimes serious, always human, this 101 primer is about more than 
just bathrooms and pronouns. It’s about gender expression and the 
freedom to choose for one’s own self how to identify.

Sasquatch Books • Hardcover • 240 pages • 978-1-63217-313-3 • $18.95

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780735224957
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781788735384
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781788735384
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781632173133


SOCIOLOGY

American Baby
A Mother, a Child, and the Shadow History of Adoption
Gabrielle Glaser

In 1960s America, premarital sex was common, but birth control was 
hard to get and abortion was illegal. Open adoption is the rule today, 
but the identities of many who were adopted or who surrendered a 
child in the postwar decades are locked in sealed fi les. American Baby 
lays out how a lucrative and exploitative industry shamed millions of 
young women into surrendering their children, fabricating stories 
about infants’ origins and destinations, then closing the door fi rmly 
between the parties forever.

Viking • Hardcover • 352 pages • 978-0-7352-2468-1 • $28.00

21 Lessons for the 21st Centur
Yuval Noah Harari

A probing and visionary investigation into today’s most urgent issues 
as we move into the uncharted territory of the future. As technology 
advances faster than our understanding of it, hacking becomes a 
tactic of war, and the world feels more polarized than ever, Harari 
addresses the challenge of navigating life in the face of constant and 
disorienting change and raises the important questions we need to 
ask ourselves in order to survive.

Spiegel & Grau • Trade Paperback • 416 pages • 978-0-525-51219-6 • $18.00

The Future of Diff erence
Beyond the Toxic Entanglement 
of Racism, Sexism and Feminism
Sabine Hark and Paula-Irene Villa

In recent years, opponents of ‘political correctness’ have surged to 
prominence, shaping a discourse in which perpetrators are ‘defi antly’ 
imagined as Muslim refugees, i.e. outsiders/others, while victims are 
identifi ed as ‘our women’. This poisonous situation grounds Hark and 
Villa’s theorization of contemporary regimes of power as engaged pri-
marily in the violent production of difference. They argue that the logic 
of ‘differentiate and rule’ thoroughly permeates our entire ‘way of life’.

Verso • Trade Paperback • 208 pages • 978-1-78873-802-6 • $24.95

Minor Feelings
An Asian American Reckoning
Cathy Park Hong

As the daughter of Korean immigrants, Cathy Park Hong grew up 
steeped in shame, suspicion, and melancholy. She would later 
understand that these “minor feelings” occur when you believe the 
lies you’re told about your own racial identity. With sly humor and a 
poet’s searching mind, Hong uses her own story as a portal into a 
deeper examination of racial consciousness in America today.

“To read this book is to become more human.”—Claudia Rankine, 
author of Citizen

One World • Hardcover • 224 pages • 978-1-9848-2036-5 • $27.00

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780735224681
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525512196
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781788738026
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781984820365


SOCIOLOGY

Spying on the South
An Odyssey Across the American Divide
Tony Horitz

“In the 1850s, Yankees saw the South as a foreign country and the New 
York Times sent Frederick Law Olmsted on an undercover mission to 
interpret it for readers. It was a daring and inspired move, and so is 
Tony Horwitz’s retracing of Olmsted’s path from the Potomac to the 
Rio Grande. . . . This is one of the most illuminating books about the 
South and Texas, and about our own divided times, I’ve had the 
pleasure to read.”—Bryan Burrough, author of Days of Rage

Penguin • Trade Paperback • 512 pages • 978-1-101-98030-9 • $18.00

A Human’s Guide to Machine Intelligence
How Algorithms Are Shaping Our Lives 
and How We Can Stay in Control
Kartik Hosanagar

A Wharton professor makes the compelling case that we need to arm 
ourselves with a better, deeper, more nuanced understanding of the 
phenomenon of algorithmic thinking.

“Algorithms and artifi cial intelligence are overturning the rules of 
society. . . . Hosanagar’s book is the best guide yet to understanding 
these digital forces reshaping our lives. Rigorous yet readable, fi lled 
with insight and perspective from one of our smartest thinkers about 
technology.”—Arun Sundararajan, New York University

Penguin • Trade Paperback • 272 pages • 978-0-525-56090-6 • $18.00

Retreat
Wellness and the Counterculture
Matthew Ingram

The counterculture of the Sixties and the Seventies is remembered for 
music, art, feminism, black power, cultural revolt and the New Left. But 
arguably more important than all of these, both to its core identity and 
in terms of its ongoing signifi cance and impact, is its relationship with 
health and wellness.

Matthew Ingram connects the dots between the beats, yoga, psyche-
delics, psychoanalysis, Eastern philosophy, sex, and veganism, show-
ing how the hippies still have a lot to teach us about our wellbeing.

Repeater • Trade Paperback • 0 pages • 978-1-912248-78-0 • $18.95

See No Stranger
A Memoir and Manifesto of Revolutionary Love
Valarie Kaur

A renowned Sikh activist, fi lmmaker, and civil rights lawyer asks: How 
do we love in a time of rage? How do we fi x a broken world while not 
breaking ourselves? See No Stranger helps us imagine new ways of 
being with each other—and with ourselves—so that together we can 
begin to build the world we want to see.

“Valarie Kaur’s powerful memoir offers a reliable moral compass 
guided by revolutionary love.”—Michelle Alexander, author of The New 
Jim Crow

One World • Hardcover • 384 pages • 978-0-525-50909-7 • $28.00

Available June 2020

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781101980309
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525560906
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781912248780
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525509097


SOCIOLOGY

Feminist City
Claiming Space in a Man-Made World
Leslie Kern

In Feminist City, through history, personal experience and popular 
culture Leslie Kern exposes what is hidden in plain sight: the social 
inequalities built into our cities, homes, and neighborhoods.Taking on 
fear, motherhood, friendship, activism, and the joys and perils of being 
alone, Kern maps the city from new vantage points, laying out an 
intersectional feminist approach to urban histories and proposes that 
the city is perhaps also our best hope for shaping a new urban future.

Verso • Hardcover • 224 pages • 978-1-78873-981-8 • $24.95

Palaces for the People
How Social Infrastructure Can Help Fight Inequality, 
Polarization, and the Decline of Civic Life
Eric Kinenberg

NYU sociologist Eric Klinenberg suggests that the future of democratic 
societies rests not simply on shared values but on shared spaces: the 
libraries, childcare centers, bookstores, and parks where crucial, 
sometimes life-saving social connections are formed.

“If America appears fractured at the national level, the author suggests, 
it can be mended at the local one.”—Booklist (starred review)

Broadway Books • Trade Paperback • 304 pages • 978-1-5247-6117-2 • $18.00

lonGlisted for the andreW CarneGie Medal for eXCellenCe in nonfiCtion

The Feminist and the Sex Off ender
Confronting Harm and Ending State Violence
Judith Levine and Erica Meiners

With analytical clarity and narrative force, The Feminist and the Sex 
Offender contends with two problems that are typically siloed in the 
era of #MeToo and mass incarceration: sexual and gender violence, 
on the one hand, and the state’s unjust, ineffective, and soul-
destroying response to it on the other. Drawing on interviews, 
extensive research, reportage, and history, this book develops an 
intersectional feminist approach to ending sexual violence. It maps 
with considerable detail the unjust sex offender regime while 
highlighting the alternatives we urgently need.

Verso • Trade Paperback • 224 pages • 978-1-78873-340-3 • $24.95

The Meritocracy rap
How America’s Foundational Myth Feeds Inequality, 
Dismantles the Middle Class, and Devours the Elite
Daniel Markovits

Yale Law School professor Daniel Markovits presents a revolutionary 
new argument attacking the false promise of our so-called meritocracy. 
Americans still hold tight to the meritocratic ideal: that social and 
economic rewards should follow achievement; that social mobility 
should be possible, if hard-earned. But today, meritocracy has become 
exactly what it was conceived to resist: a mechanism for the 
concentration and dynastic transmission of wealth and privilege 
across generations.

Penguin Press • Hardcover • 448 pages • 978-0-7352-2199-4 • $30.00

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781788739818
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781524761172
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781788733403
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780735221994


SOCIOLOGY

Unbelievable
The Story of Two Detectives’ Relentless Search for the Truth
T. Christian Miller and Ken Armstrong, 
winners of the Pulitzer Prize

In 2008, Marie reported a rape. But confronted with the doubts of 
others, Marie said her story was a lie. Two years later, detective Stacy 
Galbraith was assigned to investigate a case of sexual assault, one 
that bore an eerie resemblance to Marie’s. Based on investigative fi les 
and extensive interviews with the principals, Unbelievable reveals the 
disturbing truth of how sexual assault is investigated today—and the 
long history of skepticism toward rape victims.

Broadway Books • Trade Paperback • 304 pages • 978-1-5247-5994-0 • $17.00

noW a netfliX liMited series

Waiting for an Echo
The Madness of American Incarceration
Christine Montross, M.D.

In this damning account of policies that have criminalized mental 
illness, Dr. Christine Montross fi nds that while our system of correction 
routinely makes people with mental illness worse, just as routinely it 
renders mentally stable people psychiatrically unwell. Our methods of 
incarceration take away not only freedom but also selfhood and 
soundness of mind. In a nation where 95 percent of all inmates are 
released from prison and return to our communities, this is a practice 
that punishes us all.

Penguin Press • Hardcover • 352 pages • 978-1-59420-597-2 • $28.00

The Violence Inside Us
A Brief History of an Ongoing American Tragedy
Chris Murphy

Is America destined to always be a violent nation? This sweeping 
history by Chris Murphy, U.S. senator from Connecticut, explores the 
origins of our violent impulses, the roots of our obsession with 
fi rearms, and the mythologies that prevent us from confronting our 
national crisis.

“An excellent contribution to our understanding of human lethal 
aggression and how it can be reduced.”—Steven Pinker, Johnstone 
Family Professor of Psychology, Harvard University, and author of The 
Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined

Random House • Hardcover • 384 pages • 978-1-9848-5457-5 • $28.00

The Omni-Americans
Some Alternatives to the Folklore of White Supremacy
Albert Murray, with a foreword by Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

Rediscover the “most important book on black-white relationships” in 
America.

“The United States is in actuality not a nation of black people and 
white people. It is a nation of multicolored people. . . . Any fool can see 
that the white people are not really white, and that black people are 
not black. They are all interrelated one way or another.” These words, 
written by Albert Murray at the height of the Black Power movement, 
have only become more urgently needed today.

Library of America • Trade Paperback • 284 pages • 978-1-59853-652-2 • $15.95
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How The Other Half Learns
Equality, Excellence, and the Battle Over School Choice
Robert Pondiscio

Teacher and education journalist Robert Pondiscio pulls back the 
curtain on Success Academy, the network of controversial charter 
schools in New York City.

“Having spent a year at one of the schools, [Pondiscio] methodically 
unpacks the ‘magic’ that makes Success so successful, while not 
shying away from legitimate criticism. The result is both compelling 
and illuminating.”—Joel Klein, former chancellor of the New York City 
Department of Education

Avery • Hardcover • 384 pages • 978-0-525-53373-3 • $27.00

The Third Pillar
How Markets and the State Leave the Community Behind
Raghuram Rajan

Raghuram Rajan, University of Chicago professor, former IMF chief 
economist, and head of India’s central bank, argues that all economics 
is actually socioeconomics; all markets are embedded in a web of 
human relations, values, and norms. Rajan offers up a magnifi cent big-
picture framework for understanding the three economic forces: the 
state, markets, and the often over looked “third pillar,” our communities.

“A strikingly insightful analysis of the penalties of neglecting the criti-
cally important role of community.”—Amartya Sen, Harvard University, 
Nobel Prize winner in Economic Sciences

Penguin • Trade Paperback • 464 pages • 978-0-525-55833-0 • $18.00

Oak Flat
A Fight for Sacred Land in the American West
Lauren Redniss

Oak Flat tells the story of a struggle for a swath of American land, 
which pits one of the poorest communities in the U.S. against the 
federal government and two massive mining conglomerates. The still-
unresolved confl ict is ripped from today’s headlines, but its story 
resonates with foundational American themes: the saga of westward 
expansion, the resistance and resilience of Native peoples, and the 
efforts of profi teers to control the land while the lives of individuals 
hang in the balance.

Random House • Hardcover • 288 pages • 978-0-399-58972-0 • $30.00

Available September 2020

Bedlam
An Intimate Journey Into America’s Mental Health Crisis
Kenneth Paul Rosenberg, MD

Dr. Kenneth Rosenberg gives readers an inside look at the historical, 
political, and economic forces that have resulted in the greatest social 
crisis of the 21st century. One in fi ve adults—40 million Americans—
experiences mental illness each year, and yet, with the closures of 
state mental hospitals, many patients have nowhere to go. The 
culmination of a seven-year inquiry, Bedlam sheds light on the mental 
health care crisis and offers a way to move forward with care and 
compassion.

Avery • Hardcover • 256 pages • 978-0-525-54131-8 • $26.00
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Superior
The Return of Race Science
Angela Saini

At a time when racialized nationalisms are a resurgent threat through-
out the world, Superior is a rigorous, much-needed examination of the 
insidious and destructive nature of race science—and a powerful re-
minder that, biologically, we are all far more alike than different.

“[A] brilliant critique of ‘race science’ . . . this is an important and, in an 
era of rising racial tensions, must-read book, especially for those most 
sure they do not need to read it.”—Publishers Weekly

Beacon Press • Trade Paperback • 0 pages • 978-0-8070-2842-1 • $16.00

Salt in My Soul
An Unfi nished Life
Mallory Smith

Despite her cystic fi brosis diagnosis, Mallory Smith grew up to be a 
determined, talented young woman who inspired others even as she 
privately raged against her illness. For more than 10 years, Mallory 
recorded her thoughts about struggles too personal to share during 
her life, leaving instructions for her mother to publish her work 
posthumously. What emerges is a powerful portrait of a brave young 
woman and blossoming writer who did not allow herself to be defi ned 
by disease.

Random House Trade Paperbacks • Trade Paperback 
336 pages • 978-1-9848-5544-2 • $17.00

Cities
The First 6,000 Years
Monica L. Smith

Six thousand years ago, there were no cities on the planet. Today, 
more than half of the world’s population lives in urban areas, and that 
number is growing. Weaving together archaeology, history, and 
contemporary observations, Monica Smith explains the rise of the 
fi rst urban developments and their connection to our own.

“A panoramic guide to our earliest urban areas. . . . Smith tells the story 
of how we built the cities that made everything else possible.” 

—Edward Glaeser, author of Triumph of the City

Penguin • Trade Paperback • 304 pages • 978-0-7352-2368-4 • $18.00

Proud Boys and the White Ethnostate
How the Alt-Right Is Warping the American Imagination
Alexandra Minna Stern

What is the alt-right? To help guide us through the contemporary mo-
ment, historian Alexandra Minna Stern excavates the alt-right memes 
and tropes that have erupted online and explores the alt-right’s cen-
tral texts, narratives, constructs, and insider language. Through care-
ful analysis, Stern brings awareness to the underlying concepts that 
guide the alt-right and animate its overlapping forms of racism, xeno-
phobia, transphobia, and anti-egalitarianism.

Beacon Press • Trade Paperback • 0 pages • 978-0-8070-2837-7 • $16.00
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Fashionopolis
The Price of Fast Fashion and the Future of Clothes
Dana Thomas

The clothing industry churns out 80 billion garments a year and 
employs every sixth person on Earth. Historically, the apparel trade 
has exploited labor, the environment, and intellectual property—and 
with the simultaneous unfurling of fast fashion, globalization, and the 
tech revolution, those abuses have multiplied exponentially. Journalist 
Dana Thomas has traveled the globe to discover the visionary 
designers and companies who are propelling the industry toward a 
more positive future by reclaiming traditional craft and launching 
cutting-edge sustainable technologies.

Penguin Press • Hardcover • 320 pages • 978-0-7352-2401-8 • $28.00

rick Mirror
Refl ections on Self-Delusion
Jia Tolentino
Over the course of nine essays, New Yorker staff writer and cultural critic 
Jia Tolentino pulls back the curtain on present day society—asking hard 
questions and refusing easy answers about the deeply entrenched in-
stitutions that largely determine who we are and what we think we want.

“[A] brilliant voice in cultural criticism. . . . She remains engaged with 
her subjects even as she scratches her head and wonders why we do 
what we do.”—The Washington Post

Random House Trade Paperbacks • Trade Paperback
220 pages • 978-0-525-51056-7 • $18.00

finalist for the national Book CritiCs CirCle’s John leonard PriZe 
for Best first Book

The Uninhabitable Earth
Life After Warming
David Wallace-Wells

The climate columnist for New York magazine puts plainly the far-
reaching, world-changing repercussions of climate change—from the 
scientifi c to the political to the sociological.

“[The Uninhabitable Earth] is possibly the most wide-ranging account 
yet written of the ways in which climate change will transform every 
aspect of our lives, ranging from where we live to what we eat and the 
stories we tell.”—Amitav Ghosh, author of Flood of Fire

Tim Duggan Books • Trade Paperback • 384 pages • 978-0-525-57671-6 • $18.00

lonGlisted for the andreW CarneGie Medal for eXCellenCe in nonfiCtion 
and Pen/e. o. Wilson literarY sCienCe WritinG aWard

One Day
The Extraordinary Story of an Ordinary 24 Hours in America
Gene Weingarten

Gene Weingarten documents the events of one day in America. That 
day—chosen completely at random—turned out to be fi lled with comedy, 
tragedy, kindness, cruelty, heroism, cowardice, genius, idiocy, prejudice, 
selfl essness, coincidence, and startling moments of human connection.

“A captivating portrait of a day in the life of the United States by a 
much-honored Washington Post journalist. . . . A slice of American life 
carved out by a master of the form.”—Kirkus (starred review)

Blue Rider Press • Hardcover • 384 pages • 978-0-399-16666-2 • $28.00
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Terraformed
Young Black Lives In The Inner City
Joy Wite

Since the 1980s, austerity, gentrifi cation and structural racism have 
wreaked havoc on inner-city communities, widening inequality and 
entrenching poverty. In Terraformed, Joy White offers an insider eth-
nography of Forest Gate, a neighbourhood in Newham, east London, 
analysing how these issues affect the black youth of today. Connect-
ing the dots between music, politics and the built environment, it cen-
ters the lived experiences of black youth who have had it all: huge 
student debt, invisible homelessness, custodial sentences, electronic 
tagging, arrest, issues with health and well-being, and of course, loss.

Repeater • Trade Paperback • 171 pages • 978-1-912248-68-1 • $14.95

The Inner Level
How More Equal Societies Reduce Stress, 
Restore Sanity and Improve Everyone’s Well-Being
Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett

“As societies become more unequal, they become less healthy, happy, 
safe and kind. And this does not just apply to those have-nots below 
society’s radar; it impacts everyone. For years, Richard Wilkinson and 
Kate Pickett have been the scientists most responsible for these fi nd-
ings, and in The Inner Level, they confront many of our most urgent 
problems in a clear, compelling way, one that generates a sense of 
moral outrage at the damage wrought by inequality.”—Robert Sapolsky, 
author of Behave

Penguin • Trade Paperback • 352 pages • 978-0-525-56124-8 • $18.00

The Master Plan
My Journey from Life in Prison to a Life of Purpose
Chris Wilson with Bret Witter; Foreword by Wes Moore

At 17, Chris Wilson was sentenced to life in prison without parole. Be-
hind bars, Wilson embarked on a journey of self-improvement, and in 
his mid-thirties he did the impossible: he convinced a judge to reduce 
his sentence and became a free man.

“Less of a road map and more of a philosophy that we should all take 
to heart: we are all better than our worst decision, [and] our sense of 
justice should honor the redemptive possibilities inherent in every 
person.”—Wes Moore, author of The Other Wes Moore

G.P. Putnam’s Sons • Trade Paperback • 432 pages • 978-0-7352-1559-7 • $17.00

What We Don’t Talk About 
When We Talk About #MeToo
Essays on Sex, Authority and the Mess of Life
JoAnn Wypijewski

What if we took sex out of the box marked ‘special’, either the worst or 
best thing that a human person can experience, and considered it 
within the complexity of reality? From the HIV crisis to the paedophile 
priest panic, Woody Allen to Brett Kavanaugh, child pornography to 
Abu Ghraib, Wypijewski takes the most famous sex panics of the last 
decades and turns them inside out, weaving what together becomes 
a searing indictment of modern sexual politics.

Verso • Hardcover • 320 pages • 978-1-78873-805-7 • $26.95

https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781912248681
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525561248
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9780525561248
https://penguinrandomhousehighereducation.com/book/?isbn=9781788738057


SOCIOLOGY

Dignity
Seeking Respect  
in Back Row America
Chris Arnade
Sentinel • HC • 304 pp.  
978-0-525-53473-0 • $30.00

My Brother 
Moochie
Regaining Dignity  
in the Face of Crime, 
Poverty, and Racism  
in the American South
Issac J. Bailey
Other Press • PB • 304 pp.  
978-1-63542-003-6 • $16.99

Shameless
A Case for Not Feeling 
Bad About Feeling Good 
(About Sex)
Nadia Bolz-Weber
Convergent Books 
PB • 224 pp. 
978-1-60142-759-5 • $17.00

Empty Planet
The Shock of Global 
Population Decline
Darrell Bricker  
and John Ibbitson
Broadway Books  
PB • 304 pp.  
978-1-9848-2322-9 • $17.00

A Good Provider Is 
One Who Leaves
One Family and Migration 
in the 21st Century
Jason DeParle
Viking • HC • 400 pp.  
978-0-670-78592-6 • $28.00

Ill Winds
Saving Democracy  
from Russian Rage, 
Chinese Ambition, and 
American Complacency
Larry Diamond
Penguin • PB • 384 pp. 
978-0-525-56064-7 • $18.00

White Fragility
Why It’s So Hard  
for White People to  
Talk About Racism
Robin DiAngelo
Beacon Press • PB • 192 pp.  
978-0-8070-4741-5 • $16.00

For White Folks 
Who Teach in the 
Hood . . . and the 
Rest of Y’all Too
Reality Pedagogy  
and Urban Education
Christopher Emdin
Beacon Press • PB • 232 pp. 
978-0-8070-2802-5 • $16.00

Backlash
The Undeclared War 
Against American Women
Susan Faludi
Broadway Books • PB • 608 pp. 
978-0-307-34542-4 • 15.99

Winner of the national 
Book CritiCs CirCle aWard

How to Be Less 
Stupid About Race
On Racism,  
White Supremacy,  
and the Racial Divide
Crystal M. Fleming
Beacon Press • PB • 256 pp.  
978-0-8070-3984-7 • $14.95

Tell Me  
Who You Are
Sharing Our Stories of 
Race, Culture, & Identity
Winona Guo  
and Priya Vulchi
TarcherPerigee • HC • 400 pp.  
978-0-525-54112-7 • $25.00

Temp
The Real Story of What 
Happened to Your Salary, 
Benefits, and Job Security
Louis Hyman
Penguin • PB • 400 pp.  
978-0-7352-2408-7 • $17.00
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White Negroes
When Cornrows Were  
in Vogue . . . and Other 
Thoughts on Cultural 
Appropriation
Lauren Michele 
Jackson
Beacon Press • HC • 184 pp. 
978-0-8070-1180-5 • $25.95

Good Talk
A Memoir in  
Conversations
Mira Jacob
One World • PB • 368 pp. 
978-0-399-58906-5 • $20.00

Give People Money
How a Universal Basic 
Income Would End Poverty, 
Revolutionize Work, and 
Remake the World
Annie Lowrey
Broadway Books • PB • 272 pp. 
978-1-5247-5877-6 • $16.00

The Coddling of the 
American Mind
How Good Intentions and 
Bad Ideas Are Setting Up 
a Generation for Failure
Greg Lukianoff  
and Jonathan Haidt
Penguin • PB • 352 pp. 
978-0-7352-2491-9 • $18.00

How to Do Nothing
Resisting the  
Attention Economy
Jenny Odell
Melville House • PB • 256 pp. 
978-1-61219-855-2 • $17.99

Notes to Self
Essays
Emilie Pine
Dial Press Trade Paperback  
PB • 192 pp. 
978-1-9848-5545-9 • $17.00

Fair Play
A Game-Changing 
Solution for When You 
Have Too Much to Do 
(and More Life to Live)
Eve Rodsky
G.P. Putnam’s Sons 
HC • 352 pp. 
978-0-525-54193-6 • $26.00

This Is All I Got
A New Mother’s  
Search for Home
Lauren Sandler
Random House • HC • 352 pp. 
978-0-399-58995-9 • $27.00

The Women’s Atlas
Joni Seager
Penguin • PB • 208 pp.  
978-0-14-313234-9 • $25.00

Era of Ignition
Coming of Age in a Time 
of Rage and Revolution
Amber Tamblyn
Broadway Books • PB • 288 pp. 
978-1-9848-2299-4 • $16.00

Sissy
A Coming-of-Gender 
Story
Jacob Tobia
G.P. Putnam’s Sons  
PB • 352 pp. 
978-0-7352-1884-0 • $17.00

The Heartbeat  
of Wounded Knee
Native America from 
1890 to the Present
David Treuer
Riverhead • PB • 528 pp. 
978-0-399-57319-4 • $17.00
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