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GOD
A Human History
by REZA ASLAN

In layered prose and with thoughtful, accessible scholarship, Aslan 
narrates the history of religion as one long and remarkably cohesive 

attempt to understand the divine by giving it human traits and 
emotions. More than just a history of humanity’s understanding of 
God, this book is an attempt to get to the root of this humanizing 
impulse in order to develop a more universal spirituality. 

“Writing with all the verve and brilliance we have come to expect from 
his pen, Reza Aslan has once more produced a book that will prompt 
reflection and shatter assumptions.” —Bart D. Ehrman, author of How 
Jesus Became God

Random House · Hardcover · 978-0-553-39472-6 · 432 pages · $28.00 

STUDY GUIDE AVAILABLE                                              e-Book: 978-0-3079-5654-5

COURSES: History of Religion; Religious History; Specialized Courses in  
Comparative Religion; Introduction to Religion; World Religion

WE WERE EIGHT YEARS IN POWER
An American Tragedy

by TA-NEHISI COATES

We Were Eight Years in Power is a vital account of modern 
America, from one of the definitive voices of this historic 

moment. The book features Ta-Nehisi Coates’s iconic essays first 
published in The Atlantic, including “Fear of a Black President,” 
“The Case for Reparations,” and “The Black Family in the Age 
of Mass Incarceration,” along with eight fresh essays that revisit 
each year of the Obama administration through Coates’s own 
experiences, observations, and intellectual development, capped 
by a bracingly original assessment of the election that fully 
illuminated the tragedy of the Obama era.

One World · Hardcover · 978-0-3995-9056-6 · 416 pages · $28.00

e-Book: 978-0-3995-9058-0

COURSES: America in the 21st Century; Specialized Courses  
in Race and Gender; African American; U.S. Cultural History

Also by TA-NEHISI COATES:

BETWEEN THE WORLD AND ME    
Spiegel & Grau · Hardcover · 978-0-8129-9354-7 · 176 pages · $25.00 

e-Book: 978-0-679-64598-6

JEFFERSON’S AMERICA
The President, the Purchase, and the Explorers  
Who Transformed a Nation

by JULIE M. FENSTER

Fenster delves into how Thomas Jefferson commanded an unrivaled 
age of American exploration—and in presiding over that era of 

discovery, forged a great nation. In the early 19th century, Britain, 
France, Spain, and the U.S. all jockeyed for control of the vast expanse 
west of the Mississippi River. With war imminent, Jefferson played a 
game of strategy by recruiting a cadre of explorers who annexed it 
through courageous exploration. 

“Once again Julie Fenster has uncovered a little appreciated but  
crucial moment in American history and told its story irresistibly.”  
—Fred Allen, former managing editor of American Heritage

Broadway Books · Trade Paperback · 978-0-3079-5649-1 · 432 pages · $17.00

e-Book: 978-0-3079-5654-5

COURSES: Frontier America; America in the 19th Century;  
Early National Period (1783–1832); 19th Century World History
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THE GREAT QUAKE	
How the Biggest Earthquake in North America  
Changed Our Understanding of the Planet	

by HENRY FOUNTAIN	  

On March 27, 1964, the biggest earthquake ever recorded in North 
America—measuring 9.2 on the Richter scale—demolished the 

city of Valdez and obliterated the coastal village of Chenega. The 
work of George Plafker, the scientist sent to look for geological clues 
to explain the dynamics of earthquakes, helped to confirm the then 
controversial theory of plate tectonics that explained how and why 
such deadly quakes occur, and how to plan for the next one.

“The book shines . . . as the story of an unpretentious geologist whose 
brilliant analysis of the great quake’s causes provided crucial backing 
for one of the biggest ideas in all of science.” —Dan Fagin, Pulitzer  
Prize–winning author of Toms River

Crown · Hardcover · 978-1-101-90406-0 · 288 pages · $28.00

e-Book: 978-1-1019-0407-7

COURSES: History of Environmentalism; America in the 20th Century (1945–2000); The Sixties 
(1960–1969); History of Science and Technology; Specialized Courses in Topical History

SCARS OF INDEPENDENCE	
America’s Violent Birth	

by HOLGER HOOCK

The American Revolution is often portrayed as an orderly, restrained 
rebellion, with brave patriots defending their ideals against an 

oppressive empire. But Scars of Independence forces a more honest 
appraisal, revealing the inherent tensions between moral purpose 
and violent tendencies in America’s past. In so doing, it offers a 
new origins story that is both relevant and necessary—an important 
reminder that forging a nation is rarely bloodless.

“In this bracing and convincing book, Holger Hoock gives us an original 
and thought-provoking account of the violent nature of the founding 
of our country. We cannot understand our past or our present without 
grappling with the profound issues that Hoock raises here.”  
—Jon Meacham, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of American Lion 

Crown · Hardcover · 978-0-8041-3728-7 · 576 pages · $30.00 

e-Book: 978-0-8041-3729-4

COURSES: American Revolution (1754–1783); U.S. Military History;  
Military History; Specialized Courses in Period History: U.S. 

THE APACHE WARS
The Hunt for Geronimo, the Apache Kid, and the Captive Boy 
Who Started the Longest War in American History	

by PAUL ANDREW HUTTON

A mixed-blood warrior who moved uneasily between the worlds of 
the Apaches and the American soldiers, Mickey Free was never 

trusted by either but needed by both, and his kidnapping started the 
longest war in American history. 

“[A] sprawling, fascinating tale of conflict in the late 19th-century 
American southwest. . . . Hutton moves beyond standard descriptions 
of battles between Apache warriors and American troops (though 
there are plenty of those) to paint a larger, more detailed picture of 
Southwestern life. . . . Hutton provides an unexpected twist that keeps 
the story fresh until the end.” —Publishers Weekly 

Broadway Books · Trade Paperback · 978-0-7704-3583-7 · 528 pages · $17.00 

e-Book: 978-0-7704-3582-0

COURSES: Frontier America; America in the 19th Century;  
History of Native Americans; Native American; U.S. Cultural History
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PARADISE NOW
The Story of American Utopianism

by CHRIS JENNINGS

In Paradise Now, Chris Jennings tells the story of five interrelated 
utopian movements, revealing their relevance both to their time 

and to our own. Over time, these movements fell apart. Their most 
galvanizing ideas, however, live on, and their audacity continues to 
influence countless political movements.

“Uncommonly smart and beautifully written . . . a triumph of 
scholarship and narration: five stand-alone community studies and 
a coherent, often spellbinding history of the United States during its 
tumultuous first half-century.” —The New York Times Book Review

Random House Trade Paperbacks · Trade Paperback · 978-0-8129-8389-0 · 512 pages · $18.00

e-Book: 978-0-8129-9371-4

COURSES: 19th Century U.S. History; Introduction to Political Science; American Studies

DEFYING THE NAZIS
The Sharps’ War

by ARTEMIS JOUKOWSKY

In 1939, the Reverend Waitstill Sharp, a young Unitarian minister, 
and his wife, Martha, a social worker, accepted a mission from 

the American Unitarian Association: they were to leave their 
Massachusetts home and young children and travel to Prague to 
help with the mounting refugee crisis. Armed with only $40,000, 
they undertook dangerous rescue and relief missions across war-torn 
Europe, saving refugees, political dissidents, and Jews.

“Defying the Nazis hooks you, catches you up in the narrative, and  
pulls you along by all the elements of great storytelling. . . . It reads  
like a spy novel, but it’s all true.”  —Ken Burns

Beacon Press · Trade Paperback · 978-0-8070-1302-1 · 272 pages · $18.00 

e-Book: 978-0-8070-7183-0

COURSES: Holocaust; World War 2; Jewish History; Germany; 20th Century Europe

THE POPE WHO WOULD BE KING
The Exile of Pius IX and the Emergence of Modern Europe

by DAVID I. KERTZER

David I. Kertzer, Brown University professor and the Pulitzer Prize–
winning author of The Pope and Mussolini, presents a pivotal, untold 

story: the bloody revolution that stripped the pope of political power 
and signaled the birth of modern Europe. 

“The Pope Who Would Be King is a remarkable achievement—both a 
page-turner and a major contribution to scholarship accomplished 
with outstanding clarity and economy. Kertzer gives this story a 
remarkable degree of freshness, and brings out vividly the determination, 
passions, blood, and gore of this dramatic moment in European history.”
—John Davis, editor, Journal of Modern Italian Studies

Random House · Hardcover · 978-0-8129-8991-5 · 512 pages · $35.00

                     e-Book: 978-0-8129-8992-2

COURSES: 19th Century European History; History: Western Europe—Italy;  
History of Religion; European Politics

To request an Advance Reader’s Copy, email rhacademic@penguinrandomhouse.com

Also by DAVID I. KERTZER:

THE POPE AND MUSSOLINI    WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE (Biography)

The Secret History of Pius XI and the Rise of Fascism in Europe
Random House · Trade Paperback · 978-0-8129-8367-8 · 592 pages · $20.00

e-Book: 978-0-679-64553-5

DO NOT ORDER  
BEFORE 4/24/2018.

April 
2018
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JEFFERSON’S DAUGHTERS
Three Sisters, White and Black, in a Young America

by CATHERINE KERRISON

Thomas Jefferson fathered three girls: two white and free, one black and 
a slave. This book about Martha, Maria, and Harriet tells the fascinating 

story of their very different lives at Monticello and beyond, as daughters 
of one of our most brilliant and complicated Founding Fathers. Martha 
and Maria Jefferson and Harriet Hemings shared a father—but there the 
likeness ends, as their lives took widely diverging paths. The great irony 
of their stories is that the Revolution made little difference in the lives 
of Jefferson’s acknowledged daughters, but granted opportunity to the 
enslaved daughter that they would never know.

Ballantine Books · Hardcover · 978-1-101-88624-3 · 400 pages · $28.00 

                                     e-Book: 978-1-1018-8625-0     

COURSES: History of Women in America; History of Slavery; African-American History; History of 
Gender in America; Specialized Courses in Race and Gender; Early National Period (1783–1832)

MARCH: BOOK THREE		
by JOHN LEWIS and ANDREW AYDIN	
Illustrated by NATE POWELL

Winner of the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature; 
Coretta Scott King Book Award; Michael L. Printz Award; Robert F. Sibert 
Informational Book Award; Finalist for the LA Times Book Prize; and more

In 1963, the Civil Rights Movement has penetrated deep into the 
American consciousness. John Lewis, the chairman of the Student 

Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, and an army of young activists 
launch a series of innovative campaigns, including the Freedom Vote and 
Mississippi Freedom Summer. As Lewis prepares for a showdown in a town 
called Selma, there are fractures within the movement that may derail it.

“This memoir’s unique eyewitness view of epochal events makes it essential  
reading for an understanding of those times—and these.” —Kirkus Reviews

Top Shelf Productions · Trade Paperback · 978-1-60309-402-3 · 256 pages · $19.99

COURSES: Civil Rights Movement (1940–1968); The Sixties (1960–1969); African-American History;  
History of the South; America in 20th Century (1945–2000)

Also available:

MARCH: BOOK ONE 
Top Shelf Productions · Trade Paperback · 978-1-60309-300-2 · 128 pages · $14.95

MARCH: BOOK TWO
Top Shelf Productions · Trade Paperback · 978-1-60309-400-9 · 192 pages · $19.95

THE TUNNELS	
Escapes Under the Berlin Wall and the Historic Films 
 the JFK White House Tried to Kill

by GREG MITCHELL	  	

In the summer of 1962, the year after the rise of the Berlin Wall, 
a group of young West Germans risked prison, Stasi torture, and 

even death to liberate friends, lovers, and strangers in East Berlin 
by digging tunnels under the Wall. The Tunnels is breaking history, 
a propulsive read whose themes still reverberate.

“Greg Mitchell is the best kind of historian, a true storyteller. The 
Tunnels is a gripping tale about heroic individuals defying an 
authoritarian state at a critical moment in the Cold War.”
—Kai Bird, author of The Good Spy 

Broadway Books · Trade Paperback · 978-1-101-90387-2 · 400 pages · $17.00 

e-Book: 978-1-1019-0386-5

COURSES: The Cold War; 20th Century Europe; Germany; Specialized Courses in Period History: 
Western Europe (Continental) 

DO NOT ORDER  
BEFORE 1/30/2018.
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AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
A Great Leap of Faith
by THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY

American Democracy: A Great Leap of Faith is the companion 
volume to an exhibition at the Smithsonian National Museum 

of American History that celebrates the bold experiment to test 
a wholly new form of government. This illustrated book explores 
democracy from the Revolution to the present using objects from 
the museum’s collection. Not only famous voices are presented: 
like democracy itself, the book and the exhibition preserve the 
voice of the people by presenting campaign materials, protest 
signs, and a host of other items from everyday life that reflect the 
promises and challenges of American democracy throughout the  
nation’s history. 

Smithsonian Books · Hardcover · 978-1-5883-4531-8 · 180 pages · $29.95

e-Book: 978-1-5883-4532-5

COURSES: American Revolution (1754–1783); Specialized Courses in Period History;  
Specialized Courses in U.S. History; History of Political Thought

THE WRITTEN WORLD	
How Literature Shaped Civilization	

by MARTIN PUCHNER

In this groundbreaking book, Martin Puchner leads us on a 
remarkable journey through time and around the globe to reveal 

the powerful role stories and literature have played in creating  
the world today. Puchner offers a worldwide perspective, beginning 
with the first written story, The Epic of Gilgamesh, up to the present. 

“The Written World is not only an expansive, exuberant survey 
of the central importance of literature in human culture, but it 
is also a great adventure story. . . . Puchner brings home to us 
how much we have been formed over the millennia by the tales we 
have invented and recorded.” —Stephen Greenblatt, author of The 
Swerve: How the World Became Modern

Random House · Hardcover · 978-0-8129-9893-1 · 448 pages · $32.00 

e-Book: 978-0-8129-9894-8

COURSES: History of Literature; History-Civilization; Specialized Courses in History

ON TYRANNY      
Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century       

by TIMOTHY SNYDER        

With On Tyranny, Snyder draws from the darkest hours of the 
20th century to provide hope for the 21st. As he writes, 

“Americans today are no wiser than the Europeans who saw 
democracy yield to fascism, Nazism, or Communism. Our one 
advantage is that we might learn from their experience.” On Tyranny 
is a call to arms and a guide to resistance, with invaluable ideas for 
how we can preserve our freedoms in the uncertain years to come.

“We are rapidly ripening for fascism. This American writer leaves  
us with no illusions about ourselves.” —Svetlana Alexievich, winner  
of the Nobel Prize in Literature

Tim Duggan Books · Trade Paperback · 978-0-8041-9011-4 · 128 pages · $8.99

e-Book: 978-0-8041-9012-1

COURSES: Global Conflicts; America in the 20th Century; Period History;  
World History; Historiography; History of Political Thought

Also by TIMOTHY SNYDER   COMING APRIL 2018

THE ROAD TO UNFREEDOM: Russia, Europe, America
Crown · Hardcover · 978-0-525-57446-0 · 272 pages · $27.00

To request an Advance Reader’s Copy, email: rhacademic@penguinrandomhouse.com
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